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x elaborate and ingenious performance on Theron 5 1 
1 and Aſpaſio, of which you are judged to be the au- I 


thor, has occaſioned many thoughts in my mind, and muck 118 
converſation wich friends. For my own part, I mult pro- - wt 
fels, that there are many thoughts and ſentiments in it that — 14 


are of great value and importance, apprehending your deſ- 11 
cription, both of the ground of our juſtification, and the | 4 
nature of juſtifying, faith to be true and juſt. And hope, 
fo far, have reaſon to be thankful, your letters ever came 
to hand; for they have contributed not only to confirm, 
but likewiſe to clear and elucidate my own conceptions on 
the ſubje&. A ſubject I have ſpent much time and thought 
upon, and had come in brief to this concluſion : that the 
only ground of our juſtification is the atonement and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt; and that true faith is neither more nor 
leſs than a cordial belief of the free-grace truth concerning 
it. But what you have written has afforded me clearer and 
more extenſive views of the matter. But the fpirit, the 
ſtyle, the language of your performance is (o peculiarly ſe. 
vere and ſatyrical, that many are at a loſs to gueſs what can 
be the real intention of the work. Give me leave, Sir, to 
lay. out the various opinions of thoſe within my acquain- 
tance, including my own. And let me beg you to favour 
. Some think your deſign to be, to detect and correct 
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* . 
the errors and inconſtſtencies of thoſe whom you call the 
Popular preachers; and they apprehend, that you have done 
iz bith a u ſeverity ; looking upon them as deſerving the 
Fepreſentation you have given of them. But very fes feem 
laclined to this ſentiment. concerning your performance: 
becauſe it muſt be allowed, that many of thofe you nomi - 
: 7 nate, in that number, are truly gracious perſons, ſincere in 
their views, and ſound in their principles, having a real - i - 
love to the doctrines of free grace; notwithſtanding occa- 
=> fional addrefles. which are in fome views inconſiſtent with 
n their otherwiſe profeſſed and beloved principles; and there- 
fore they cannot deſerve to be treated as deſigning crafty 
oo; having an eumity in their hearts ta the'free grace 
of God. 8 7 5 | 
2. Others conceive that your view is to repreſent the im- 
proprieties and inconſiſtencies of the popular preachers in a 
farcaſlical way. Setting forth the evil tendency of their ad- 
dreſſes, ſhewing what 2 conſtruction they may bear; and 
how their addreſſes, many of them, look lile deceit; without 
intending to make others believe that theſe preachers are 
really ſo deſigning and vile as you ſometimes repreſent them. 
For inſtance, when you fay, the popular preathers worſhip 
envther God, that you do not mean this as a real truth, but 
only as a ſarcaſtical reflection on ſome of their principles or 
a Idreſſes, urging perſons to certain acts as previous to juſti- 
fication : for thaſe acta of the ſoul, if right, flow from juſti- 
fying faith, and ſo the perfon is really juſtified previaus 
to the exertion of them. I ſee likewiſe that ſuch addrefles 
may in a ſarcaſtical way, be treated as deſtructive of true 
Chriſtianity. But I can ſcarcely perſuade my ſelf to think, 
that you really conceive, thoſe preachers and their writings, 
upon the whole, to be viewed as leading ſouls a devout path 
t9 hell. In a word, I conceive the ſeverity of your language 
to be properly ſarcaſtical and, for my part, I incline ta 
this opinion of your performanee, hecauſe I ſee and own 
great improprieties in many popular addreſſes, But yet there 
ure ſome of your ſeverities that look ſo ſolemn and ſin- 
cre, that I am at fome loſs, as when you fay, that you 
Insu na finners more hardened nor greater deſtroyers of man- 
lind than they; which expreſſions, and others of the ſame 
amp induce. many to apprehend, . 
. e a 3. That 
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That you defign to expreſs and promote a rok] 8 
tation of them and their writings; and to intimate that it 
is dangerous to read their works; that their principles, in 
general, are inconſiſtent with a work af regeneration z. and 


that they themſelves are; or were, upon the whole, uncon- 


22 wy ing perſons, and enemies in their hearts to the 
; free grace, . which can never be believed by 
— ng of charity, concerning ſuch as Marſhal, Boſton, 
Erſkine, Guthrie, Flavell, and the like, from hence it ariſzs, 
4. That ſome of my friends are of opinion, that the 
true intention of your perfoxmance is to overturn Chriſtianity' 
ihhelf; aiming to give ſuch a character of the beſt of men, 
as ſhall tend to ſet mankind againſt them, and ſo deſtroy 
their uſefulneſs. Such are apt to compare your Letters: 
with the erafty view of the piece, intitled, Chriſanity nat 
founded on Argument. This is indeed a very heavy charge 
againſt you; but I find it is a prevailing ſpreading opinion, 
even among ſome that love the doctrines of free grace z and 


am informed, that fome of the faſhionable preachers like: 


your performance in this view of it, as intended to fink the 
character of goſpel-preachers,; and to ſtrain the doctrines of 
grace ſo high as to render them ridiculous. The prevalence: 
of this ſentiment concerning your work is that which chiefly 
grieves me, and has induced me to write in-this manner to 
you, that you may have an opportunity to juſtify yourſelf 
from the charge, if falſe, and may give me an opportunity to 
do the fame.. But, beſides, I find others of my friends 
look upon the very matter of your e as hetero- 
dox, and this makes me add, 
F. That ſome think you hereby ablolutely to 
fet aſide all the calls and 1 MS. of the goſpel to ſinners, 
And, (6.) Others think you aim to eſtabliſh a bare hiſtp- 


rical faith, and ſo to fet aſide all inward experimental reli- 


gion; becauſe you fometimes nn Ban a 


in religion. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you was faithful a view as 1 could, 
in a ſmall compaſs, of the ————— ef friends 
concerning yaur work. now let me intreat you ta be 
as open and clear in 
real deſign, and let —— of theſe above mentioned 
are 4 the * . 4 with. ſome evidences'and- - 
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ving me a diſtinct account of your” - 
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proofs, by referenees to, or extracts from, your perfor- 
mance. „ 3 8 
That you may be under no temptation to be upon the 
re erve in your reply, I will tell you who I am. I am a 
Paſtor of a Congregational Church in London, a Lecturer 


. 


gat 7s Hall, and have publiſhed ſeveral little tracts, 


particularly, A brief Hapgſition and Recommendation of the 
Aſſembly's ſhorter Catechiſm ; wherein, ſeeing they have not 
deſcribed faith itſelf, but only its acts, I have paraphraſed 
upon it, in a way which expreſſes the very nature of faith 
itſelf, as confiſting not in a mere notional belief of the truth 
of the goſpel, but in ſuch a real hearty perſuaſion of Chriſt's 
fulnefs and ſreeneſs, and of our own emptineſs and unwor- 
thineſs, as effeQually moves and encourages the ſoul to go 
to, approve of, and depend upon Chriſt alone for all ſal- 
vation. i B ; | 
Give me a reply as ſpeedily as you can. If you will in- 
dulge me in an epiſtolary correſpondence with you, it will 


much oblige, | 
Pleafe to inform me, how l! inet 
may direct to you properly. X 
Eo erg tte ene 
FE 3 
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Robert Sandeman 70 Samuel Pike. 


| YER of January 17, came to my hand laff 

| week. Your openneſs and freedom commend you 
much to me for a correſpondent In the beginning of your 

letter you acknowledge my ©deſeription both of the ground 

| Hof our juſtification and the nature of juſtifying faith to 

Ape true and juſt.” But I have ſome doubts if you rightly 

underſtand me, or if your on conceptions be as yet ſuffi- 

e 
21 | . Wk ar 


P 


I Ef Fig 


_ ntiſes from the cloſe of your letter, where, intending to *%ex- 


* preſs the very nature of faith itſelf,” you deſcribe it © as 


& conſifting in not a mere notional belief of the truth of the 
e goſpel, but ſuch a real hearty perſuafion of Chriſt's fulneſs 
and freeneſs, and of our own emptineſs and unworthineſs, 
& as effectually moves and encourages the foul togo to, a 

& prove of, and depend upon Chriſt alone for all ſalvation.“ 


As I have not had the opportunity of ſeeing any of your 


printed tracts, I muſt conſider you only as you appear in 
this letter. RY ibs ge HEY. 

Now it does not appear to me, from the words I have 
quoted, that you have any clear notion how faith juſtifies 
the ungodly. Your deſeription anſwers rather to ſome- 


thing like the notion of faith working by love to manifeſt 


the juſtification of one who is already juſtiſied. Something 


like, I ſay, becauſe if we do not rightly underſtand what is 


that faith which juſtifies the ungodly, we can never have any 


just apprehenſion of faith working by love to prove us to be 


already juſtified. 


© To illuſtrate what I have now ſaid; In the firſt place, I 


am diſſatisfied with the diſtinction made betwixt a mere no- 


tional belief of the truth of the goſpel, and a real hearty per- 


ſuaſſon of Chriſt's fulneſs and freeneſs, Ec. For if our in- 
tention be to ſpeak of faith, as juſtifying the ungodly, it is- 
evident that this diſtinction muſt ſerve to draw off the atten- 
tion of the ungodly perſon from the truth teſtified concern- 
ing Chriſt, which alone gives true relief, unto ſome anxi-- 
ous concern about the difference betwixt the notional belief 
and the hearty perſuaſion. Now I am ſtill of the mind that 
the Scripture ſupports me in maintaining, that every one 
who obtains a juſt notion of the perſon and work of Chriſt, 
or whoſe notion correſponds to what is teſtified of him, is 


juſtified and finds peace with God fimply by that very no- 


tion. And this notion, as it ean be got only by means of 
teſtimony, muſt in the nature of the thing be faith. If 
any man's notion of Cu riſt proves infufficient to quiet his 


Fa con feienee before God, the reaſon is, his notion is | 


falſe, defectise, erroneous, or does not correſpond with 
If it be enquired then, what I would ſay for the relief of 


4 


44 


one diſtreſt with the ſenſe of guilt? Why, I would tell him, 
nets - * a | « "88 . 5 2 to 
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ta the beſt of my ability, what the goſpel oy about Chriſt. 
If he ſtill doubted, I would ſet before him all the evidence 


furniſhed me by that ſame goſpel. Thus, and thus only, 


Would I. preſs, call, invite, exhort or urge kim to believe. 
I would urge him with evidence for the truth. And if the 
evidence o divine truth did not ſtrike him, what benefit 
_— he receive from the utmoſt energy of human clamour, 
him on to the blind buſineſs of performing ſome 
taſk called believing ? But if it pleaſe God, that the evi- 
dence ftrike his A b, then the guilty perſon ſinds re- 
lef without any exerciſe or labour of his And being thus 
relieved, he is then eapable of being inſtructed in the Chris- 

tian warfare, of ſeeing the force and propriety of Chriſt's 
commands, and ſo of being animated to the whole exereiſe 
of godlineſs both in heart and life. And all his godline ſs 

conſiſts, in love to that which firſk relieved him. 

Throughout the fix letters you will no where find me 
ſpeaking ghtly of heart-work, but where it is ſet up in op- 
fition to, or in place of, that ju/ifying righteouſneſs which 

1 the 2 2 of all true godlineſs among men, or in 
enuine works of love to that righteouſneſs. 

on or thing is exalted or eſteemed in compe-- 


— 55 5 OM this, muſt draw our indignation and contempt 


in proportion as we love the divine truth. Let the ſlyeſt, 
moſt pious and decent underminer of this be canonized for 
a ſaint hy all the churches in the world, if our hearts be 
tiactured with that charity which is divine, we muſt hold 
his character in abomination, The world, the devout, the 
religious world do ſtill, as formerly, hold Paul ' ſole ground. 
4 glorying in the greateſt eontemipt. But however averſe 
they may declare themſelves to it, if we be fired with Pauls 
temper we will be even wih them, and be ready to retort 
| upon them in his ſtyle, —and I unto the warld.. 

-  - Qur greateſ danger is, leſt we forget: our due: regard ta 
| the goſpel Por 2 gone . And had I 2905 
merly. certain of t nt generation of 
Nbariſees as well as I do now, I had treated them even with 


— 


| 7 leſs.reſpeR than I have done. And, as was, once ſaid in a 


time of greater danger than any of us are expoſedto at pre- 
_ Rt; I asd: my friends (for I have ſome in Scotland; and 


PAY ery low pn ag © 
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choſe een of the indignant aſpect which our faieh | 


bears tu this good world, We are nat careful to anſwer in this 
As I cannot propoſe, by any thing I now ſay, to expreſs 
my ſerious thoughts more clearly then I have already done 
in my printed letters; perhaps I muſt ſtill be put to the 
queſtion, whether I am in jeſt or in earneſt. Well then, if 
you think it will make any of my readers any wifer, I fully 
impower you to tell them from me, that I am in earneſt from 
the beginning to the end of the fix letters. I hope t 

will not inſiſt for my oath. Neither do I apprehend it 


needful. For, if, in reading the letters, they are not led 
to think of ſome ome authority to overawe their conſei- 


ences, than the ſeriouſneſs of the letter-writer, it ought to 


de a matter of ſmall moment to him, whether he be ae- 


counted a ſerious man or a buffoon, I apprehend however, 
that the ſerious purport and intent of the letters will not be 


queſtioned by thoſe who know that they contain the doo- 


trine conſtantly maintained by ſeveral congregational 
churches in Scotland, who have been, for twenty years and 
upwards, treated with great hatred and fcorn on account 


of their faith, and their practice influenced by it; eſpecially - 


by their devout neighbours, and ſtill more eſpecially by 
Soy teſt admurers of Marſhal, Bofton, Erftine, and the 

e. ; a 4 +. & $3. '- : pai; 4 SY. v 
But not 10 looſe fight of the fure- cited deſcription of 


faith, I would afk, whether theſe two different forms of 
_ Expreſſion, belief of: the truth of the goſpel, and perſuaſion 
of Chriſt's fulneſs and freeneſs, & o. are intended to convey _ 


different ideas? The reaſon of my aſking this queſtion is, 
I find ſome people laying great ſtreſs on a very idle diſtine» 
tion betwixt beheving the dodtrint and believing on the pers 
fon of Chriſt; the ale of which I cannot conceive, unleſs it 
be to promote ſome ſort of blind enthuſiaſm : for what can 
we know about Chriſt, or what benefit can we receive from 
him, but by means of the apoſtolic doctrine concerning 
him ? I do not here charge you with this diſtinction; I only 
mention it. to hint my doubt if you ftand fully clear of it. 


But what I chiefly intended to notice in your deſeription 


of faith, is your calling it ſuch a perſuaſion of Chriſt's ful. 


neſa and freeneſe, and of aur own emptineſs and Nr 
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nels, at efefually, moves and encourages the ſoul to ys to, aß-· 
prove of, and depend upon Chriſt alone for all ſalvation. A 
- diſpoſition to approve of, and depend on Chriſt for all ſal- 
vation, is, I think, commonly underſtood. to be a diſpoſition 
to be freed from all fin, and to be png in holineſs z - 
for herein our ſalvation conſiſts as well as in the deliverance 
from the curſe. Now I agree with you in maintaining, 
that faith, is the principle and ſpring of every good diſpo- 
ſition or of every good work ;. but at- the ſame time I 
maintain, that faith does not juſtify the ungodly as a prin- 


ciple of good diſpoſitions. TIT 

We ſhall conceive. this matter the more clearly, if we 
attend to the two ſenſes of juſtifying faith given us by Paul 
and Fames. Paul ſpeaks of faith juſtifying the ungodly : 
and he ſays it juſtifies without works. James ſpeaks of faith 
forming a man's character, or influencing a believer's life; 
and ſo juſtifying one who is already juft, or declaring him 
to be ſo: And he ſays, it juſtifies together with works, or 
 thata man is juſtified by works, and not by faith only. 
low if it be enquired, how faith, juſtifying the ungodly, 
or pacifying the guilty conſcience, is to be deſcribed ;' I 
ſee no way of deſcribing it but by what is teſtified and 
believed. The teacher miſt preſent nothing to the ear 
but the work of Chriſt ; the attention of the hearer muſt - 
be drawn to nothing elſe: for ſo ſoon as the work of Chriſt 
is underſtood the hearer is juſtified; his conſcience is 
quieted by what he hears Chriſt hath already done. If you 
aſk what relieves him, he anſwers, he is relieved by his 
faith, that is, by his creed. If you afk what is his creed, 
he talks to you only of Chriſt's work, and is glad to think 
he has evidence ſufficient to fupport him in affirming before 
God and man, it is finiſhed. Faith juſtifies the ungodly 
then, only by the knowledge of Chriſt's work, or as it is 
that knowledge. But if we ſhould talk of faith juſtifyin 

the ungodly, as a principle of good diſpoſitions, or as uf 
| Fase our hearts aright toward Chriſt: what muſt the re- 
ſult be? I think it muſt come to this; that out of a ſenſe of 
our own emptineſs and unworthineſs, having at preſent no- 
thing to pay, we are to exhibit a promiſſory note for our 
Juſtification. At leaſt, in this way we can never have peace 
in our conſciences, till we be ſenſible of ſome beginning of 

a good diſpofition toward · Chriſt. „ 


i - 
II 1. » 
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If, again, faith is to be deſcribed as a principle of ative, 


forming the characters of men, that its profeſſors may be 
directed in their ſelf-examination ; I know no way of deſ- 
cribing it but by its fruits, the exerciſes of mind and ſuit- 
able works of ſelf. denied ſervice which it properly produces. 
In the former cafe the teacher has room to utter his know- 
ledge of Chriſt, here he has room to ſhew not only that, 
but alſo his knowledge and expcrienee of the Chriſtian war- 
fare. In the former caſc he has occaſion to deſcribe the 
common faith, the faith of God's ele&, the faith once deli. 
vered to the ſaints, by commending the righteouſn:ſs which is 


by faith of Feſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe: 


for there is no difference. ' In the latter, he has occaſion to 
oblerve the various caſes and characters of men, formed un- 
der the Chriſtian profeſſion, and ſo to diſtinguiſh one man's 
faith, as a principle of life and action from that of another, 


He obſerves this man's faith ſtrong, and that man's weak, 


one whoſe faith grows exceedingly, and his charity abounds; 
another again, whoſe faith ſeems rcady to fail. The weak 
need the aſſiſtance of the ſtrong in the Chriſtian profeſſion, 
But the weakeſt faith juſtifies in Paul's ſenſe equally as the 
ſtirongeſt. For the divine righteouſneſs which is believed, 
being neither ſubject to growth nor decay, nor to any 
variation, is unto all and upon all them that believe with« 
out differance. | a Weg | 
As education in the churches was certainly intended for 


confirming and perfecting the faith of them that believe, 1 
ke no better direction that can be given to all its profeſſors, 


than by pointing out Abraham for their pattern, and ſaying 
with Jamer. Segſt thou how faith wrought with his works, 
end by works awas- faith made perfect? And if any man's 
faith do not ſhew itſelf in works of love to that truth which 
is the ſole hinge of Chriſtian union and charity, and which 
the world in its moſt decent form always hates, Iam very 
well ſatisfied that his faith be called empty, notional, hiſto. 


rical, traditionary,, or by any epithet by which one would 


fignify, that faith without works is dead, or that faith is dead 
being alone. For I am not diſpoſed to quarrel about words, 
provided the Scripture-notion of things be retained. 

Naw, to give a ſhort ſu 


conſcience 


/ 
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mmary of what I have ſaid; Faith, _ 
1 Tay, does not juſtify the ungodly, nor pacify the guilty 


— — . 
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_ confotende as the prineiple of any good diſpoſition ; but it 
pacifies the conſcience, or furniſhes the anſwer of a good: 
conſcience, before God, by Chriſt's works alone without 
ours, and ſo becomes the principle of good diſpoſitions and 
works. The truth teſtified coneerning Chriſt, made known 
to the conſcience, gives peace; and by doing this, becomes 
in us a principle to will and to do what is pleaſing to God, 
For if any thing, beſide the work of Chriſt, be conſidered 
in my thoughts as needful to quiet the ſenſe of guilt, I 
muſt ſtill be in doubt, if I He really done that thing, 
be it called believing, or by any other name, with 
cient heartineſs, ſeriouſneſs or ſincerity; ſo 1 can never ſo 
much as begin to love God, while I do not perceive his juſ- 
tice as already ſatisfied. I can never begin to love God, I 
— till L firk ſee him juſt in juſtifying-me ungodly: as I 
I have choſen to be more particular on this ſubject, for 
the reaſon mentioned near the beginning of my letter. 
You feem indeed to coincide with my meaning, in that part 
of your letter, where you ſay, I ſee and own great im- 
& proprieties, in many popular addrefles, urging perſons 
„to - certain acts as previous to justificationz for thoſe 
« as of ſoul, if right, flow from juſtifying. faith, and 
. ſo the. perſon is really juſtified, previous to the 
« exertion of them.” But as your, fore - cited de eript ion 
of juiſſtying faith is ſuch as many preachers, whom IJ op- 
SE will readily agree to, as it eyidently carries the air of 
their doctrine; I am led to doubt, if you clearly under - 
- Rand the difference betwixt me and them. 
No if you do not perceive, the importance and extent 
_  &f the difference betwixt my opponents and me, it ii ir- 
poſſible you can digeſt the ſeverity of my ſtyle againſt them. 
Vea, yon muſt bear a warm ſide toward them, and be dif- 
poſed to palliate their errors as only occaſional improprie- 
ties. But it is the very ſoul; ſpirit and ſcope of their doc- 
trine, as it lives and acts in thouſands, that I attack. I 
 Gppoſe their moſt formal deſcriptions of faith, wherein they 
study the greatest niceneſs and accuracy. In a word, I 
oppoſe the paſſages in their writings that are most admired 
by their followers. If you want an instance of this, you 


ter, 


— 


EDS WY 59 1 
letter, p. 448. It is indeed aſtoniſhing to find the con- 
gregational churches, where ĩt might be expected the apoy- 

, tolic doctrine ſhould be preſerved in its greateſt purity, 
learning their faith from the keeneſt enemies of "Chriſt's 
doctrine of the kingdom of heaven, from ſworn enemies to 
the Christian order; and not only ſo, but learning it from 

ſuch paſſages of their writings, as moſt palpably undermine 
: the righteouſneſs of the Lord and Saviour, by teaching the” 
| hearers.to eſtabliſh their own. No man who duly attends? 
to this will ſay, that only the out-works or occaſional im- 
proprieties of the popular decti ine are obnoxious to my 
cenſure. V | 
Beſides, it ought to be remembered, I do not quote from 
the mouth of the preacher, where improprieties and inad- 
yertenccs may eaſily be overlooked. I quote from the de- 
liberate writings and printed books, not of a few leſs noted 
preachers, but of thoſe eminent men, who are conſidered 
as patterns of preaching to others. Again, not of men 
whoſe reputation reſts on the opinion of one party, but 
the men of chief note for orthodoxy in both the establiſned 
churches, as well as among the diſſenters. And what is 
more, I chiefly attack that leading ſentiment, wherein, 
notwithstanding their various other differences, they are 
pPrincipally agreed, and mutually ſupport each other, in 
oppoſition to the faith I contend for. „ 
Vou kindly offer me an opportunity of juſtifying myſelf 
from the heavy charge of intending to overturn / Chriſtianity 
itſelf, and of being deftitute of charity; and you obligingly 1 
offer me your ſervice in reporting my defence. But I in- [ [3 
. cline'to r both you and myſelf this trouble. I and my 
friends are well familiarized with the charge of being ene. 
mies to Chriſtianity, and deſtitute of charity; and what is 
more, we do not want to appear in any other light to our 
adverſaries. It rather gives us pain, when we find ſome 
votaries of the popular doctrine ready, through ignorante 
and mistake, to confider us as good chriſtians, on a foot- ' -. 
ing with themſelves. Chriſtianity and charity are word. 
expreſſive of the ſcheme and temper which every party is 
fondeſt of. Even our reviewers are ready to ſhew us their 
approbation or diſlike, by telling us what is ſuitable or dif- 
agreeable th the ſpirit 7 N In Chriſtian nati- 
r 55 eee 
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ons theſe words have much the ſame import, as zeal for the 
Laco had among the Jews, who ſaid in contempt of thoſe 
who bearkened to Chriſt, Have any of the Rulers or of 
_ the Phariſees believed on him; but this people who knoweth 
„ «— ũV ³˙ A ⁰˙¹r-ꝛ l ᷣ e 
Mean time, there is no occaſion to fear that ancient 
Chriſtianity be injured by debaſing the names moſt highly 
eſteemed among men. Chriſtianity rather ſuffers when the 
character of God is debaſed. And this is always done 
when men go about to vitiate or change the true ground of 
acceptance with him. — As you have mentioned that crafty 
piece, Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, J will here take 
the liberty to ſay, that, for all the replies to it I have yet 
ſeen, it remains unanſwered, except by the principles main- 
tained in my letters. But then I have trained the doc- 
te trines of free grace ſo high as to render them ridiculous.” 
On this I ſhall only ſay, that theſe doctrines, as they are 
fimply exhibited in the Nau - Teſtament, always were and 
will be ridiculous in the eyes of the men of note for devo- 
tion, as well as the men of faſhion. And no man needs to 
quarrel with me for holding them in ſuch ridiculous light, 
while I lay myſelf fairly open to ſhare in the ridicule. 
The notion of divine grace, maintained in the letters, is 
the bond of union in the churches with us, and it is the 


great hinge on which our diſcipline turns. We receive 


none but ſuch as ſeem to underſtand and love it; and we 
ex communicate every one who diſcovers his ignorance or 

diſlike of it. This you will eaſily fee muſt mile the good 
people of our neighbourhood averſe to us. Vet, if you 
were aequainted with our moſt obſervant enemies in Scot- 


and, you would find that they are no leſs averſe to us on 


account of our ſtraining the doctrines of Chriſtian practice, 
particularly Chriſt's docti ine of alms- giving, in oppoſition 
to covetouſneſs, to a like ridiculous height as thoſe about 
grace. In the one reſpect, the good people are offended 
with us for legaliſm, or ſetting up the Popiſh merit of good 
works; and in the other for antinomianiſm. For you may 
caſily judge; the good people would not find fault with us 
kut for ſomething that is bad. Vou may likewiſe readily 
conelude, as theſe cauſes procure us hatred and contempt, 
fo they naturally tend to make us both poor and 


— 
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fo to prevent our kite head, as a faction or party of this 
world. You will at the fame time obſerve, that ſo far as 
our doctrine reconciles our minds to theſe conſequences, we 
will be the leſs anxious about what light we are conſidered 
in by different parties; and we will be the leſs diſpoſed to 
court the favour. of any party, by ee to loften or 
remove the cauſes of their diſpleaſure. 
I apprehend it is no very difficult matter to writs on reli- 
gion in ſuch a manner as to impreſs the generality of readers 
with at leaſt an high opinion of the author's piety ! tho 
they ſhould receive no other benefit by what is written. 
This is a path ſufficiently beaten. And the author's pious 
deſign is commonly pleaded, and commonly ferves as a 
vail to cover his defects and blemiſhes. The letters on 
Theron and Aſpaſio beg no quarter from the public on this 
ſcore. An attentive reader of them needs, I think, be 
at no loſs to ſee that the author expects and defies the re 
ſentment of all parties. 

I I have uſed freedom with ſeveral highly eforied | 
names, has not Mr. Hurvey invited me, or rather compell- 
ed me, to try their weight and value according to the 
ſtandard of truth, by the manner in which he has extolled © - 
them? He commended them as guides to heaven. When 
I compared them with the Neu- Teſtament, I found them 
leading us the contrary road. And what ſhould hinder mo 
from expreſſing my mind as freely; as Mr. Hervey has done 
his? I have ſince had the opportunity of obſerving how few / 
religions people read the New - Teſtament with attention, by; 
finding ſo many boggling at the expreſſion of a devout path - 
to hell. When the Pheriſees converted an idolatrous Pagan to 
become their proſclyte, did they not make him zealous fur 

God and his law, ſo more devout than he was before? Vet 
Chriſt ſays, they made him twofold more the child of Hell 
than W I have likewiſc ſeen, by a very palpable 
Proof, that the bulk of religious people are ſwayed much 
more by reverence for eminent men, than by the fear of 
God and his word. I find moſt: of them much more in- 
tereſted about the honor and credit of their Rabbics, thaw | 
the controverſy about acceptance with God. Ne 

But then, I have charged artifice and bad A9 upon 
theſe eminent men. It is evident, I think gem my letter, 
e 8 2 that 
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that they 5 J differ about tlie faith, or chat they oppelſe; 


what I call che. faith once delivered to the faints, even as I op- 
pole. their faith. Now that I have not miſtaken them, I 
© have the teſlimony of many who muſt be conſidered as the 
propereſt witneſſes in this caſe. For I daily find all their 
moſt zealous and intelligent admirers, who certainly ought 
0 underſtand their doctrine beſt, ready to depreciate, as in- 
iignificant, what I call juſtifying faith, by every epithet of 


| 3 digit and contempt. This being the open ſtate of the 


caſe, how can L think that men can undermine the moſt 
holy faith with a good deſign? Or how can I think that 


E : men can uſe the very word of God itſelf to ſerve ma pur- 


poſe, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity. 

When I ſee a train of manifold artifice ſerving one pur- 
poſe, and undermining what I hold moſt ſacred, muſt I 
think of no contriver? And mnſt I ſhut my eyes, or ten-- 
derly throw a vail over the artifice, for fear, [et ſome re- 
feftion ſhould fall on the contriver ? For my part the per- 
verters of the goſpel are at full liberty, to proportion, a- 
mong themſelves, what ſhare in the contrivance falls to 
each; only, I claim the liberty of expoſing every artifice 
-gainſt the truth, let the blame of the contrivance light 
where it may. have heard complaints from many, of m 
ſeyerity agniaſt, the popular preachers; but from-what 


' have ſaid, bath now and formerly, you will perceive that 


the complainers muſt appear to me, as only taking that me · 

thod of e 08 that mey diflike the faith I con- 
tend for. 

Moreover, 1. am told, forms faſhionable preachers like my 

orgies as intended to fink the eharacters of thoſe 


called, goſpel-preachers; I am glad to hear it. Let the ; | 


| latter defend themſelves. Perhaps, during the fray, ſome 
few. detached individuals, 2 iving miſtakes upon both 
ſides, may come to obtain ſome 
pel: = thus Palemon's' end will be gained. I under- 
ſtand that thoſe, reckoned | gofpel-preachers i in Scotland, have 
been expoſed to the lite inconveniency by the means of my 
Jetters... Vet I am-acquainted with near a ſcore of goſpel- 
| preachers, who ſeem no way apprehenſive of having their 
characters ſunk by the emulation of any party, or by means 


of any pad, from the * ä it will be te 
| they 
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they are already ſo low as to be almoſt beneath the fear of- 
linking much farther, even as, according to the common 
ſimilitude, the ſhrub eaſily eſcapes the ſtorm that bears hard 
on the ſtately tree. However that be, one thing is cer- 


tain, the goſpel itſelf ſunk the characters of its firſt prea- 


chers lo low in the world, as rendered it quite abſurd for 


them to emulate in reputation the men of wiſdom, taſte, and 
faſhion, and ſo ſaved them the diſgrace of being foiled in 
the conteſt.—I, and my friends, in rating goſpel-preachers, * 


judge it ſafeſt, firſt to ſettle in uur minds what is the goſpel 
Paul preached; and we confider none as goſpel-preachers 
but thoſe who fairly preach that. If men do not fairly 
preach that, it fignifies little to us what pretenſions they 
may have to the character of being * truly gracious perſons, 


« ſincere in their views, ſound in their principles, or have- 
ing a real love to the doctrines of what is called Free- 


© Grace.” Many, it would ſeem, having firſt imbibed a 
high opinion of the goodneſs of certain eminent preachers, 
too fondly or inconſiderately preſume that their doctrine 


muſt be ſound. When the doctrine thus found ſound comes 


to be retailed by ſucceeding preachers, theſe alſo become 


good men by virtue of the ſound doctrine. And by this 
rotation of the goodneſs of men, and ſoundneſs of doctrine, 
the attention of many is drawn away from the ancient form 
of ſound words and ſimplicity of the apoſtolic faith: whieh., . 


inlenſibly wears out of ſight, while the minds of men are 


el eee of other e very ſorcign 
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to or ſet up, inſtead of the divine righteouſneſs he reſolutely 


attacks. In. doing. this,” he makes uſe of every weapon he 


can lay his hand upon, and according to his various occa- 
lions, he lays hold on whatever weapon he can moſt readily, 


wield, and bx which he may cut deepeſt, whether it be 


| ken, fatire, diſdainful irony, the contemptous ſmile, indig- 
_ nant /frowny * e reaſoning 
War | | 8 | 3 9 


© appears 


Now, if I muſt give my opinion of my own performance, 
Lam ready to ſay, that Palzmon propoſes to contend for 
| the divize righteouſneſs, finiſhed. on the eroſs, as the ſole 
requiſite to juſlification. In exvincing this, he looks around 
on all ſorts of men, and examines their various pretenſions 
to righteouſneſs on every fide. . Whatever be finds oppoſed 


And all along, he. 
— aero - 
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appears to think very gravely that the ſeripture ſupports him 
in all this. He ſcems particularly to have had ini his eye 
2 's maxim of war, ſpare no arrows, While in pur- 

ſuance of his main deſign, he ſets afide all the boaſted diſ- 
tinctions among men, reducing all to their level, or ſhewing 
there is no difſerente, it will readily appear to the few friends 
of Paul goſpel, that the popular doctrine, with its.contri- 
vers and followers; behaved to be the principal object of 
his attention and oppoſition, as being the thing moſt 
highly lifted up among men, and with greateſt artifice too, 
againſt the revealed righteouſneſs. - Yet the popular-prea- 
chers cannot with-a good grace complain that he has courted 
the favour of any ſet of their opponents to their prejudice. 
So far from that, he has allowed them the firſt claim to be 
highly eſteemed among men, as being formoſt in the natio- 
nal righteoufneſs. Yet, on account of this very precidence, 
he conſiders them as remoteſt from the kingdom of heaven. 


85 As he views the ſelf righteons pretenſions of all ſorts of 


men as founded in deceit, ſo be beholds the ſclferighteoul- 

neſs promoted by the popular doctrine, while lifting its 
head higheſt, as fupported'by the greateſt complication of 
artifice, deceit, and-hypocrify : all other difguiſes or pre- 
tences to righteouſneſs being much more eaſily ſeen through. 
Add to this, that the deceit of the popular doctrine pro- 


cCeeds wholly on the abuſe of the cleareſt and moft auguſt 
8 revelation © divine grace and tri ith. 5 Nr ITS 


Now Jam perſwaded, there are only ſome, as you ſay, 
of the e who eee for the 
letters, and that only on 'fome occaſions, or in ſome reſ- 
pects; for if we may 3 of them in general by their 
good friends the Reviewers, the letters ſerve to awaken in 
them no ſmall frerfulntſs and diſguſt. Vea they ſeem on this 
occaſion, as fellow-ſafferers, to ſympathize with the popu- 
lar preachers, whom they do not chuſe to ſee” handled in 
| 9 but would rather retain, as uſual, 
r a fund of pleaſantry to themſelves and their friends: 
whereas, in the progreſs of my oppoſition to the popular 
doQrine,” they moſt frequently fmd oecafion for the old 
complaint, — bus fayhtg, thou reproarbafÞ ws alſo. 1 1 
__ "However as 1 hinted already, if the juſtling of different 
een quartcivg bod ker ſeveral pretenſons ho ee 


(wo) 8 
| oafucts; Nhat erw to publiſh the Sante tied awaken 
the attention of ſome ſcattered individuals to Paul's golpel, 
my e d is gained. 80 you ſee it is a matter of no great 
moment to me what they ſay about the Letters, provided i 
they only talk enough or make a ſufficient noiſe about them. 
You will likewiſe obſerve, that my defign muſt be chiefly : 
thwarted by thoſe prudent preachers, who, cautious above 2 
all things of their worldly eaſe and tranquillity, read the f 
| Letters and hold their peace, affecting a very cool neutra- t 
liry,” and n more than to wo the 3 [0 
quity huſhed. 1 
A I -plopoſed: to contend for PouP's n it men be | $i 
ſome ſatisfaction to me to obſerve rhe; a. I'have'giver” | $8 
of it having any effect ſimilar to what attended his firft - 5 | 
| 
h 


preaching. it. Upon one occaſion we are told. And when 1 
bad ſaid theſe words, the Jeu d parted, and had great 1 
reaſoning among themſelves. pon another, — Some mocked, _ 
and others ſaid," we will hear thie again of this matter, —How- 1 
beit, cerrain men elave unto him and believed, ſew of any note 
it would ſeem, among the which 4vas Dionyfiue the — 1 
gite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
If one would enter into my views, or yet oppoſe me per- 
x tinently, he ought particularly to confider my abird Letter, 
where 1 endeavour to modernize the ancient controverſy a- 
bout the goſpel, or accommodate it to our on times. 
You will ſee there, that I confider the popular preachers in 
the ſame light. wherein Chriſt and Pus point out the Pha- 
riſees and Judaizers. And F:have endeavoured to imitate 
the example given me, in the temper I have ſhewn toward 
them. I allow them their proper excelleney, in eompari-„ 
{on with other parties, while yet 1 keep this in my Lingozer of. 
that the publicans and barlots _ _ the 
God before them. ito at 
Were I to point out any . 10 my Li that 1 
am particularly fond of, I would mention that in the cloſe 
of my fifth letter; here the converſion of a popular prea- 
cher is deſeribed ; the recommendation of Act near the 
middle of the fixth letter, and the two notes near the end. 
Not that theſe paſſages cbntain atry thing but what is 
aimed at in every page; but as they have proved, eſpe- 


cially the ſecond, fit * the purpoſe-of ä ae. 
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I have dat to add, that, throughout your letter, you 
do not ſeem. to attend ſufficiently to the importance {the the 


| controverſy; nor to refle& that men may be as ſelf· richte · 


ous in the Chriſtian as in the Jewiſh: way; as much 
in acts of ſoul about what is called Chriſt, as the les in 
their zeal about the. law. For even iu that part of your 
letter, where: your words come neareſt to my ſenſe, you. 
ſpeak of thoſe acts of ſoul, which I call ſelf-righteous, in 
ſuch a manner, as if the chief fault, to be found with them, 
lay in the impropriety of timeing them wrong, and as if 
2 might be right, if rightly timed or placed, Whereas, 
ſelf-juſtifying acts muſt ever be in their very nature ay 
oppoſite. to works of love to the juſtifying righteouſneſs 
; 3 — ſo * never in any ſhape or in any _m_ 
up to: be or to m juſtiſyi it 
Vou fee I am 4 ts. nd es vou 
have ſo frankly offered. 15 hope the length of my let- 
ter will ſerve as an y for its not being ſooner for- 
warded. I preſume hook wile I have not by any reſerve pre- 
cluded your further freedom. My chief aim, you ſee, has 
been 3 you to re-oonſider the. win hinge of the con- 
| trover « | 
On * dels, 1 am 10 for our letter, 
| which contain the moſt A5 K. . — heard of 
the reception of my Letters, and the impreſſion they have 
made in London ; which is the more agreeable to me, as it 
correſponds ſo much with what. I have heard from other 
places, and often hear in the place where 1 live. And if 
vou will take the tranble to report my warmeſt reſpecta to 
the few, who it ſeems. have greater ſenſibility and ' tender- 
neſs for the ancient goſpel, . the credit of any man; 
afluring them I regard them not the læſa for en _ 
"ny x A prdoat e Al e 
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Samuel Pike 60 Robert dar deman. 
| Sir, | as EM 


OUR frank and open reply to my laſt, encourages me 
to take the freedom of contiomang the correſpondence; 
in hope it may prove mutually uſeful. And that it may be 


\ 


the more ſo, I ſhall write without reſerve in making objec- | 
tions and propoſing queries relating to the important fob 


je& treated of in your Letters. I ſhall take no notice of 


any little difference between us, about meats, or titles, or. 


the millennium, & c. but keep in view the one thing needful. 
The ſentiments you have exhibited in your reply to me, 


concerning the nature of faith, and of faith as — 5 
althou 


and ſanctifying, are ſuch as I highly approve of; 

we may fall into a very different way of expreſſion upon the 
fame ſubject. And I heartily concur with you in faying, 
That whatever perſon or thing is exalted or eſteemed in 
(competition with the righteouineſs of Chrift, in the mat- 
ter of juſtification, muſt draw our 1 in pro- 
portion as we love the divine truth.“ 

18 it, that where we are united in the ſame foundation- truth, 
we ſhould ſo widely differ about human perſons and human 


writings: - And perhaps you will think it a ſufficient reaſon 


to ſuſpect my-clearneſsin theſe points, if I venture to 


in behalf of thoſe writers and writings which you ſo vehe- | 
mently oppoſe, Be that as it will, I muſt write my mind 


freely upon them. e 7 
Vou very juſtly obſerve, © that if I do not perceive the 
* importance and extent of the difference between you and 
* your opponents, it is impoſſible that I ſhould digeſt the 
e ſeverity of your ſtile againſt them: but it does not im- 
mediately follow, that I muſt bear a warm fide towards 
them: for I may conceive your ſentiments and expreſſions 
upon the momentous point to be in' ſome reſpects | 
clear, pure and conſiſtent than their and ſo far may rather 
bear a warm ſide towards your faith. „ 


what a pity 


more 


0 
. - * E 
_ — — 7 | _— = 
_—_ ann CCC II od 7 — — 
, » - 
9 - " —— * 
- 


# 
„FTT 
2 nr ad * I 9223 . —_— — 
— — 


— — — 
- ** * _ a 
„ hs 

= > 4 
— 


— — " 2 - — 1 * it = 


2 


= of — 


bs 22 } 1 
However, that I may more fully ſee the importance of 
- the difference between you and them, I ſhall put a few 
2 queſtions, to which I muſt beg you would give me a 
ſuccin& anſwer, void of that feverity of ſtile which ſecms 
too natural to you. If I underſtand and receive the truth, 
it mult be upon the foating of evidence, and not of ſatyri- 
cal language. Theſe queſtions I ſhall reſerve to the cloſe 
of this letter, and in the mean time give my opinion, how 
far I apprehend you have miſtaken or-miſrepreſented the 


writings:you oppoſe; in order that you may fee how far I 


diſapprove — ſpirit, though I cordially embrace your 
Principles, ſo far as, at preſent, I have a conception of them. 


Lou fpeak of the idols of the preſent generation of Pha- 
riſees? Which very expreſſion has an air of contempt and 


envy ; two principles very oppoſite to the ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
nity. But what do you imagine ſuch authors are idolized 
(or, to ſpeak. in ſofter language, admired) for, eſpecially 
by the ſerious part of profeſſed Chriſtians? Is it for their 


e definition of juſtifying faith? Is it becauſe they believe aſſu- 


ruance to be of its eſſener? Is it becauſe they ſometimes in- 
- cavtioufly introduce good duties and good endeayours, and 
; 1 motions as previous and preparitory to ſaving faith? 


here may be ſome indeed, that may have their eſteem for 


them raiſed upon ſuch accounts as theſe: but I am per- 
ſuaded for myſelf, that theſe are not the general reaſons why 
they are ſo much approved. So far from it, that moſt 


X Within the compaſs of my knowledge, look upon theſe par- 


ticulars as dgſeds in their writings. What they are valued 
for, beſides the livelinefs and ſeriouſneſs of their ſtile; is be- 


cCauſe they clearly ſtate and defend the doctrine of free juſti” 
4 -eation by the imputed-righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And if ſo, 


What are you about, while yon take all pains to depreciate 
their writings, and rank them with thoſe that are enemies 
to] theſe; truths? let me intreat you to be 'watchful over 
vourſelf in this matter, leſt you ſhould be found fighting 


*- againſt-ſome. of the faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. But 


this J am certin of, that your keenneſs in theſe reſpeRs is 


far from having a tendency to anſwer your end, either upon 
ttmem or others. It is argument and evidence, Sir, which are 
the only proper method of conviction, by your own ac- 
knowk dgement. When, in reading your Liztters, I ſee 
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a train X argument pared — evince e the RAT "ot to Ab 
tect, any corruptions of it, I can read with attention, plea- 
ſure and profit. But when you run mo the declamatory 
ſtile, your ie then n bo nn. and 

offenſive. g s 

Beſides, 1 300 but conceive, that you are : fometinis 5 
miſtaken in your repreſentations of what you call the po- 
pular doctrine. For inſtance: Upon the popular plan, ou 
ſay, we can never have peace in our conſciences, until aue be 
[uk ble of ſome begining of a good diſpoſition towards Chrift. . 
Now, ſetting aſide ſome few unguarded expreſſions and ad-: 
dreſſes, you will find, that the general drift and purport. of 
their doctrine is juſt the contrary to this; both Marſhal and. 
Hervey, to convince perſons, that nothing of this nature does 
or can recommend to God, or be any part of their juſtifying : 
righteouſneſs : and their principal view is to beget and draw 

forth ſuch thoughts in the mind, as lead the ſoul entirly out 

of itſelf to Chriſt alone for 5 teouſneſs—Again, you ſay, Vat 
the truth teſti fed concerning (hriſt, made known to the cor ſci- 
ence, gives peace, and by this means becomes a — to will 
and to do what is pleaſing to God. In this you perfectly co- 
incide with the general plan and view o Marſhal. And 

here I muſt remark, that you have moſt obviouſly miſtaken 
that author, in applying the whole that he ſays concerning * 
 ſantiification or performing <vhat is pleaſing to, God, to the 
_ of juſtification . in which Hoot, Ic is as clear as T 
can be. 

Upon the whole, it does not appear that the 8 
between you and them is ſo very great, ſince they profeſſedly. 
preach the true doctrine of juſtification by free grace, and 
in all their deſcriptions, of * h, however in ſome reſpe an 2 
umproperly expreſſed, aim to direct the * of the foul to 

Chriſt alone for juſtification. J aw 7 

If there be any degree of truth in wha: is ſaid above; . 5 q 
unhappily=ure you miſtaken in being fond of that deſcription. = 
you give of the converſion of a poplar preacher, as if ſuen 
an one muſt neceſſarily be an unconverted perſon; and f 
that recommendation of books you refer to. Surely: ur 4 Ws | 
ought, in theſe reſpeQs, to bethink urſelf afreſh ;: ; 1 
you ſhould , under the awful centure in Hades . 8 | | 


Hy 
3 | Having 


* 


Having j juſt mentioned the affair of giving encomiums up- 
of — I would here freely con eſs that Mr. Hervey 
has been in my eſteem much too liberal in giving characters 
of books: Yet I cannot but be perſuaded, that you have 
gone very far into the contrary extreme. He never mentions 
an author but with a view to recommend him; you, on the 
contrary, never mention one but with a view to find fault, 
3580 ꝗhat if we ſhould, attend to and comply with the ſpirit 

- that runs through your Letters in this regard, we ſhould 
be out of conceit with all human writings whatſoever, ex- 
your own. Which of the two is moſt criminal in 
SY this caſe, Mr. Hervey or yourſelf, I will not pretend to de- 
termine. It is a general maxim, I own, among he. po- 
pular p preachers, that it is ſafeſt to err on the charitable ſide. 
J cannot join in with this maxim in all caſes; but muſt be 
ſo free as to own, I cannot be perſuaded t that the contrary 
is always true; or that it is belt to err on the moſt Leun 

, Tous ide. 

But what moſt of all ſurpriſes me in your Le is, that 
you aim to ſupport thc charge of artifice upon theſe eminent 
men. The charge is in its nature very grievous and heavy | 
indeed; and, could it be pofitively proved, it ought to be 
laid on with an unanſwerable "es gp But here your evi- | 
dence apparently fails. I ſhould have thought that you 
would have been contented with ranking them amongſt 
ſmeere Phariſees. - But now ye have them repreſented in a 

point of light, that is odious to Reafon as well as Religion, 

' to Heatheniſm as well as Chriſtianity. ' What though their 

 ddmirers depreciate as infignificant, what you call juſti Hing faith,” 

vieh every epithet of contempt and diſguſt, maſt you, therefore 

charge them with en the moſt holy faith with 2 

bad deſign ?' 80 far from it, that it does not follow, they 
actually undermine it at all. For it may be, and I am per- 
ſuaded in many caſes it is, no more than a miſtake of each 
others words, which occafions the oppoſition. But how- 

| = rw it may be to perſuade you into this opinion; 

a u ought to have ſuſpended this cenſure, until 

ye brought evident proof of it, or could look 

. — gs hearts. Beſides, Sir, have you forgot the cor-, 

ruption and deceitfhineſs of the heart; and do you not 

know that there * at leaſt, of that 1 


cordingly both in private and public? 


( 25 ) 
neſs an Hepravity even in the hearts, of true believers ? 
And ſhd ou then charge them with ſuch fort of wilful 
contrivance and deceit as gives your readers an idea of tlie 


as wicked deſigning perſons ? Although you claim & liberty 


of expoſing every artifice againſt the truth, that is, every in- 


nce of falſe and delufive reaſoning ; yet you have no li- 
berty to impute it to malicious, wicked and wilful deſign.: 
remembering that yourſelf may become chargeable herewith, 


without your being conſcious of any artful or iniquitious 


views. And had I time and room I could, I believe, point 
out ſome conſtructions which you give of the popular write- 
ings, that cannot, without a grain of charity, . be imputed 
to any thing elſe, than a wilful perverſion of their meaning 
T have but one thing more to remark, before I conclude 
my letter with the intended queſtions, You are for making 
uſe of every weapon you can moſt readily wield to ettack every 
falſe pretenſion to a juſtifying righteouſneſs. You mention been 
ſatire, diſdainful irony, the contemptous ſmile, the indignant 
frown, and more nol ru But all the while you have 
forgot the / charientiſmut, as a weapon you are not expert 
in the uſe of: whereas, if you could have condeſcended to 
have taken this part of the chriſtian armour, it might have 
done more execution, becauſe it is properly a Chriſtian wea- 
pon: „ with meelneſi inſtructing thoſe, that oppoſe them- 
* ſelves, if peradventure God ſhould give them repentance, 
* to the acknowledgment of the truth.“ | | 
Now, that I might more clearly ſee the nature and impor- 


tance of the difference between you and the popular prea- 
chers, I would lay ont a few queſtions; a plain anſwer to 


which may be truly inſtructive and uſeful. And aſſure your- 
Jelf that I do not put them with a captious or inſnaring 


view, but in true ſimplicity, to be able to form a clear and 


Cccifive judgment of the controverſy. | 

I, How would you exhort, adviſe or addreſs ſtupid and 
unconcerned ſouls ? You have told me, in what way you 
would ſpeak to one under a ſenſe of guilt : but as to theſe 
others, is it not their duty, to read, hcar, pray, think, avoid 


** 


ill company, c. and are they not then to be exhorted ac- 


2. How does faith juſtify the ungodly ? Is it oaly by con- 
17 : ons 3 — „ "Bh 2992 SW veying 
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26 
veying peade into their cotfcietces? Or dive you your 
99 only upon that, juſtification chat is in the conſerence ? If 

what notion have you of the time and manner of the 

* — * of A n e an adult or an 

2 
3. Is a 8 perfuaſion f on — Ohrid in- 

re in ee of the truth? If it be, then what is 

meaning of your ve udiciaus arguments againſt the 
pop ular ſentiment on — av ; and what deen can 
Wü be for ſich a belief, ſince the ſeripture no where de- 
clares concerning any particular perſon, Heat Chrift®s righte- 
oulneſs is his? If it be not, then how can a mere belief 
of the goſpel· report give peace to the conſcience; ſince after 
all that is directly contained in the goſpel, there is room for 
any perſon to fear His being for ever! miſerable? 

4. What ideas have 5 under thofe active terms of come. 
ing, truſting, receiving, Wi, to, labouring, firiving, &c. 
Which are found in ſeripture! Are they all ee acts? 

And cannot. a perſon actively come *. Chriſt for ſalvation, 
embrace him, De. without being chargeable wich doing 
Tomethin in a ſelf-righteous „ NADER 
= Wea; is your opinion. concerning the doubts and fear 
of ſerious perſons,” as to their ſtate God- ward? are ſuch 
doubts inconſiſtent with true faith in the conſeience? If 
they are inconſiſtent therewith, muſt not then aſſurance be 
of the eſſence of faith; and if not, how can the conſcience 
then be ſaid to be aQually pacified by the blood of Chriſt in 
a way of pure believing ? And what method i 16a believer to 
take to get his doubts refolved? ? 
6. What is your notion concerning (inherent grace or 
true holineſs in the heart? Is there any ſuch holineſs wrought 
in the heart of a believer, by the Seit; andi is ĩt an abide- 
ing principle in the ſoul or no? 
7. Ave there any books {beſides {he Bible) now ſubſik. 
ing, which you can ſafely recommend to the peruſal of per- 
Jons concerned. about religion? Which are they? How 
far can You, recommend them? And cannot you, in ſome 
reſpecto, Ie riduſ! 1 48 ſome of thoſe 1 N which 
4 Have EY upon? i 


© #4 © & 
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( 29 )) : 
effects has: the belief of the ſimple truth, as to our holineſs 
and comfort? Or I may have occaſion to put a few queſtions 
more in another letter, unleſs. your anſwer to theſe prove 
ſufficient to preclude them. In the mean time; I leave the 
former part of this letter to your ſerious peruſal, not expect- 
ing or deſiring an immediate anſwer thereto, What Fo 
principally. concerned about is to have a clear ſatisfactory 
anſwer to the above queries; becauſe what I have moſt at 
heart is, more and more to underſtand the goſpel, and to 


— 


be able to propagate it pure, without any phariſaical- or 
antinomian mixtures. | 5 3 
As you are favoured with the talent of expreſſing your 

| mind with a happy perſpicuity, I hope by your reply to 
obtain a more diſtinct view of the grand point in conteſt. 

And may the ſpirit of wiſdom. and revelation in the know- 

ledge of Chriſt, grant us both more and more of the. truth 

of the goſpel in our conſciences, and of the ini of the 


goſpel in · our hearts. 
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e IV. 5 . 
| Robert Sandeman 7 Samuel Pike. 
Sir, * 2 5 4 | 8 5 
FF HOUGH you Have already ſeen my mind in a greater 
T variety, of views than J have had acceſs to ſee yours; 
and though it be much eaſier to aſk queſtions than to give 


proper and diſtin& anſwers to them: yet Lam willing to 
give you any ſatisfaction the Scripture affords me, ag to 
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of the goſpeb as ſuch, ought to have 
D 2 +44 WW» „ 0 


V 
no influence on men but by means of the goſpel which he 
preaches. We are informed, that when Paul diſcourſed 
8 concerning the faith in Chriſt, and as he reaſoned of righte- 
* ouſnels, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
« trembled.” I think I need not ſtay to comment on this 
and other paſlages, ſerving to ſhew that the faith which 
Paul preached is all-ſufficient to awaken and to comfort, to 
wound and to heal. —As to the latter part of the queſtion 
about duty, I am perſuaded it is the duty of every man in 
every condition to obey every divine command. The goſ- 
pel always suppoſes this, while addreſſing all men as ſinners, 
it demonſtrates their danger and diſcovers the remedy. 
Vet it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that any man can love the goſpel, 
or obey it, till he believe it. Therefore to urge unbelievers 
to any ſhadow of that obedience, as preparative to juſtifica- 
tion by faith, can have no other effect than to lead them to 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and to ſtand in awe of the 
preacher.— The duties you have ſpecified are chiefly exer- 
ciſes relating to chriſtian devotion. When unbelievers are 
over-awed into the practice of theſe, I ſee the influence of 
the pariſh-miniſter, not of the goſpel-preacher. Yet I am 
perſuaded it is the duty of all believing parents to bring up 
their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 

or to train them up in Chriſtianity from their earlieſt years. 
2. As to the next queſtion, Ho does faith juſtify the 
4 ungodly ? Oc.“ In order to anſwer it the more diſt in ctly, 
T would firſt ſeparate it from another conſideration often 
confounded with it; to wit, How ſhall one know that he is 
juſtified? I maintain then, that God juſtifies the ungodly 
when he imputes righteouſaeſs to them. The imputed 
' righteouſneſs is conveyed to men only by the divine reve- 
lation concerning it. When this revelation is believed or 
becomes one's. faith, then he is juſtified, then righteouſneſs 
is imputed to him: even as Paul ſays, To him that 
„ worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the un- 
% godly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.” Hence God 
is 1 often ſaid to juſtify men by faith; or when he perſuades 
them that the righteouſneſs finiſhed by Chriſt is alone ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify them. As to infants; juſtification comes 
to a parent, and his houſe, at the ſame time by means of 
the ſame revelation. For as this whale matter proceeds * 
oy : | | the 


7B 


the divine word; the addreſs of the goſpel bringing. ſalva- 


tion to a parent and his houſe runs thus, Believe on the 


« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 
&« houſe.” The parent then believing, according to what 
is ſpoken, is juſtified together with his houſe And we 
may as eaſily conceive inte made righteous by Chriſt's 
obedience, as made ſinners by Adam's diſobedience. | 

Now as to the other enquiry, How juſtification by faith 
ſhews itſelf by its effects on the heart and life? I would ſay 
that the firſt effect of faith is joy or peace with God. And 
this joy is the beginning of chantty, which rejoiceth with 
the truth, Thus I ſay, begins love with all its affections, 
conſent, approbation, eſteem, defire, reliance, gratitude, Qc. 


Nov if the nature and ground of this joy be enquired into, 


it will appear, that it does not proceed on any perſuaſion 
that I ama juſtified perſon ; that righteouſneſs is imputed 
unto me; or that there is any difference whatever betwixt 
me and others. It proceeds wholly on a new diſcovery, of 
God, The finner, to whom this diſcovery is made, is 


comforted in beholding God juſt, in juſtifying the ungodly, . 


or in 2 that a righteouſneſs ſufficient for his accep- 


tance is already finiſhed. He ſees now what he eould never 


underſtand before, that without any work or endeavour on 


his part, he may be juſtified in the preſence of the juſt God. 


And this is the very ſpring of his joy. Now I maintain 


it, as a ſure point of doctrine, that every one who is. thus 
perſuaded that he may be juſtiſied, is in reality juſtified, a par- 
taker of the heavenly calling, accepted in the ſight of God, 


and accordingly finds joy and peace in believing. But when 


this doctrine comes to be applied to particnlar caſes, or when 


the queſtion ĩs put, How ſhall it appear that Iam a juſtified 
perſon? then a wide field is opened for ſelf-examination, 
not only, as to what I believed for acceptance, but alſo to . 


what ſort of joy and peace I had in believing. Here the 
faith of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, with its fruits, muſt 


be conſidered as the authentic ſtandard by which every man 


muſt try himſelf, as well as be judged by others. | 
When the nature of that pain, Rom which the goſpel re- 


lieves, is attended to, it may well be allowed, that when 
one is firſt comforted by the goſpel, his mind will be ſo much 


& 


oecupied with the new and amiable diſcovery of God exhi- 
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have already anſwered the third, un 
needful to take fome notice of the latter part of it, How 
can a mere belief, of. the goſpel report give peace to the - 
: * conſciegge; ſince after. all that is directly contained in the 
4 goſpel, there is room for. any perſon to fear his being for 
a ever miſcrable ?* How the mere belief of the goſpel re- 
port can give peace to the conſcience, is indeed the firſt and 
the great leſſon of Chriſtianity, which no man can effectu - 
ally teach his neighbour. | This is the province of God. 
Feet it is a point well underſtood among them that believe. 
I. bave frequently had occ,§ꝭü to oth 
: = 


bited there, as to ſuſpend for ſame time the queAfon, What 


am I now, am I a true believer, a juſtified perſon or not? 


But when his firſt impreſſions have ſomewhat fubſided; it 
will be natural for him to reflect in ſome ſuch manner as this. 


My thoughts have been very agreeably employed: Some- 


„thing new has paſſed over my mind. This is very like 
hat I read in the New. Teſtament of the firſt helie vers in 
* Chriſt; and of the joy they had when they firft Enew him, 
«For, methinks, Ege them, I could run all riſſes for the 


Kingdom of heaven's fake.—But I read in that fame hook, 


that many believe only for a while, even many who receive 
* the word with joy as IL. do, — that many who have been 
*enlightened, taſted of the heavenly gift, Ic. may yet 
«fall away R How then ſhalt F be aſſured of 
© my intereſt in Chriſt? What fays the Scripture? If ye 


t continue in my word, then ſtiall ye know the truth, and 


the truth ſhall make you free. Ve are my friends if ye do 


& whatſoever I command you.— I will fend you the Com- 
&« forter.— Give all diligence to make your calling and elec- 


* tion. ſure,—to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end.” 1 | 
need only add on this. head, that they who know.Chnift, as 
preached by the apoſtles, will accordingly love hum, and be 


ſtimulated by fear, on the one hand, aut hope on the other, 


to attend to. theſe exhortations; and will grow in joy and 


confidence as they grow in conformity. to Chriſt: while 
others, wha have taken up with him on ſome miſtake or re- 


ſerve, wilt by degrees be diſheartened by difficulties,” and 


in the time of temptation fall away. Beſides, Thave ſpoken 
largely on this ſubje& in-the ſecond volume of the Letters. 


In ſpeaking. to the. cond gore, I apprekend L. 


it ſhould be thought 


* 


ler ve people on their 
being 


— —— . ">< 


: K He, 
being firſt ſtruck with the evidence of the truth, ſo com 
forted with it, as to ſhew no fmall ſurprize, that their neigh» 
bours and acquaintance did not perceive it tos; imagining 
they had no more to do to perſuade them, hat. to relate/the 
evidence that convinced tlicinſelves ; aud ready, with a for- 
wardneſs more generous than wiſe, to urge that evidense on 
ſuch as had no reliſii for the ſubject. The queſtion readily 
preſents tõ us the true reaſon why the goſpel: concerning. 
Chriſt ervcificd is fooliſhneſs to the Greek, and a:frumbling 
block to the 'Jew ; and the true ſpring of all the pains. 
taken by many preachers toi turn the command to behere 
iato ſome notion of a law of works. The enlivrning ei- 
denee; or, which is the fome thing, the divine glory of 
the ſaving truth not being perceived, men muſt be taught 
to feel; er dy fomething to recommend them to God, or 
furnifh- them with a ground oſ peace, On the other hand; 
mary, om whom'the gofpel has made ſome impreſſiou, think- 
ing it tee troubleſome a way of making their calling fure,. 
te have the Chriſtian ſelf . denial enforced upon them by the 
fear of being found hypoerites at laſt; have ſtuiied to con- 
trive a method of fading that affinance in their firſt imprei- 
ſtons; but let them eontrive . thry oan never 
find a method that in effect will anfwer. the purpoſe. Vet. 
they who know the genuine truth, will thenoe, in the midit 
of all their fears, be ſtill animated with good hope, as the 
prevailing: principle wh them, and ſo he encouraged to 
endure unto the end :- for never was it more pleaſant to the 
eyes to behold the light of the ſun, than for the guilty con- 
ſtience to heholck the evedence- of this truth. And this is 

the . ffüning light/ in the path of the juſt tha ſhines more 
Land mere unto the perfect day Can one enter for a 
few moments into this ſabjectʒ and thenee turn lis eyes on 
the arts that Have been u ed te hide tkis plorious light! from 
the eyes of men; without heing filled wich the utmoſt indig- 
nation? Or what epithet᷑ too fevere caw he find" for fock-as 
Kn 
The great aim thuougho 


" . 
= = we. . — LO — 2 0 — 
* — — 1 * Ser IE IIS . = Wes 2 7 "4 De. — - Z — 3 I AP AED} wa g 
FTC r . —P——— 
- go wen — by 883 — 14 „ * = =. © ; — 2 - + 2 28 5 A . bs We ee — - a * 2 
_ * - © — — —— — ” — - — e » HRP mas. — * — — — — 1 5 HR TE — 
2 * * 


— wy red. ne REEL. SED 


FAA N L . iT 

ut my printed Lerters- is-to ſet 

forth the eomfortable evidenes of the ſample treth, and at 

the ſame time to expoſe the methods that have been taken to 

\obſcure that evidenee, or divert ous attention from it. Yet 

* am very ſenſible that after all the books that Have been 
. 


Or. 


ö K. I, 
or ean be writ on the fubject, the bare report concerning 
Chriſt crucified will ſtill be conſidered, by the bulk of its 
hearers,' as a very weak and fooliſh ground of comfort. 
Nevertheleſs, among them that beheve, it will always be 
diſcerned. and acknowledged as © the wiſdom of God and 
the power of God to ſalvation,” Such are well apprized 
that their joy and peace hold pace with their perception of 
its evidence; while others will always put . the: queſtion, 
How can a mere belief of the rolncl-jeppet give peace to 
< the conſcience ??? I have dwelt the longer on this queſ- 
tion, as it is indeed the capital one; as here lies the key to 
Chriſtian religion, and as here is the point on which belie- 
vers and unbelievers will ever be greatly divided in their 
ſentiments. $5: hk ame eee 4g 4s on, Sg 
I To ſum up and illuſtrate what has been ſaid ir. anſwer to 
| the ſecond and third queſtions, I ſhall here ſubjoin the view 
i which the | Apoſtle James gives us of this ſubject. At the 
| time when Abraham firſt believed, his faith was counted or 
imputed to him for righteouſneſs. ;- This is the Scripture 
affirmation concerning him. But when faith wrought, with 
his works, and by works was made perfect; then, accord- 
ing to James, the Scripture was fulfilled, which ſaith Alra- 
Ham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righte- 
ouſneſs. What the Scripture affirmed concerning his faith 
when he firſt believed, was now evidently fulfilled or verified 
by the proper effects. As what the Scripture affirms con- 
cerning the imputation of Adam's diſobedience, is fulfilled 
or verified in our likeneſs to him in the corruption of human 
nature; ſo what the Scripture affirms concerning the impu- 
tation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to men not working but be- 
keving, is fulfilled or verified by the proper effects of that 
imputation; to wit, their caſting off the works of darkneſs, 
and putting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or wearing his cha- 
racter. It is the general affirmation of Seripture concerning 
all that believe, that their faith is imputed to them for 
righteouſneſs, This affirmation is fulfilled or verified in 
particular inſtances, when men are influenced by their faith 
to become like what they believe. And the more men 
grow in likeneſs of temper and character to Chriſt, the more 
0 they ſhare of the Spirit as the Cemforter, till their joy 
be made full. tlood. 347 ET 1 187 Slddet winy hs A 
4s | WM” 4. 5 


3 G68. 

4. As to the active terms of coming, truſting, receiving. 
flying to, labouring, ſtriving, &c. I have already explained 
myſelf ſufficiently from p. 365 to 375 where I have taken 
particular notice of moſt of theſe now mentioned. I have 
diſtinguiſhed faith from all notions of working on our part, 
conceived under any of theſe expreſſions. * But were I to 
_ deſcribe the ideas I have under all the terms expreſſing the 
duty of believers, I ſhould have a very large taſk on hand. 
For, not to mention the number and variety of them, I 
muſt frequently have more or leſs extenſive ideas to them ac- 


cording to the ſcope of the paſſage where they are uſed.— 


By comers, Heb. x. 1. Paul ſeems to underſtand worſhip» 
pers; and the next chapter he 1 Without faith it is 
% jmpoſſible to pleaſe God, for he that cometh to God 
© muſt believe, c. Chriſt ſays, 4+ No man can come un- 
« to me, except the Father draw him;“ and this drawing 


is explained to be divine teaching, which perſuades a man 


to believe the goſpel. We are told, there came a leper and 
worſhipped Chriſt, and we ſee by his prayer what was the 


faith that moved him to come. Paul at once ſets aſide all 


thoſe notions by which faith has been confounded with our 
motions toward God, when he ſays, © How ſhall they call 


on him on whom they have not believed ??—As to truſts” 
ing, If my neighbour ſays he believes I am a ſufficient man, 
but will not lend me his money when he can ſpare it, I 


ſay he has no faith in me, becauſe he will not truſt me. 
So if one refuſes to lend the Lord, by giving to the poor, 


I fay, he truſts in uncertain riches, not in the living God. 


As to embracing, ſince the commands of Chriſt often inter- 
fere with man's worldly intereſt, I ſee what ſort of faith he 
has by obſerving which of the two he embraces. The Pa- 


triarchs embraced the promiſes of a future life by _— : 


ftrangers on the earth. But all coming, &: not influenc 

by faith, or ſuppoſed to make part of juſtifying faith, is 
undoubtedly ſelf- righteous. $77 2440 
5. As to the doubts and fears of ſerious perſons, the 
queſtion may receive different anſwers according to the 
| ſcene where the queſtion is laid. If it reſpect people, whoſe 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity is formed under a perverted goſpel, 
or where the command to believe is conceived as ſome law 


of works, then I apprehend. that the more bog, 
3 | f . and 
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 and-felf-confident will always, en teft.caſe and ſe 
ty, while the moſt-ſeribus bf nor wreck with the mok 

 Gifquieting_ fears. For the latter. not having, their con- 
feiendes ſcared; with ſelf-conceity.. like- the — muſt be 
greatly: perplexed-with fear, leſt they have not abted theit 
part im-belicving 1 in / a light and proper manner, and withal 
be: weaxied with fruitleſs endeavours to perform it better. 
F the queſtion-reſpe& theſe who have heen enabled to pro- 
ac the faith preached by. the Apoſtles, then ſuch doubts. 
and fears as ꝓręvail againſt hope muſt be conſidered as owing 
to ſome ſelt · righteous — ae ſome miſtake SOIC 
truth, ſome worldly: luſt, or affection En to charity, 
entertained and indulged. And the pe thus affected 
muſt be inſtructed and admoniſhed accordingly; For we 
are told, that one may err from the truth, and yet be con- 
yerted or brought again to tlie truth; and ſo his ſoul ſaved. 
from death. But while men keep-ſight of the encouraging 
truth; alk the fears: they can ord na their ſtate will not 
prevail againſt their hoe + but rather, while they ſerve as 
a check to ſel-confidence. and a-ſpur to diligenee in the 
labour of love, will oontribute towarde the inereaſe of hope. 
Beſides, it muſt· be! remembered, that the peace Chriſt gives 
Ri people dees not ſhe! in worldly: quiet or tranquility, or 
in heightning their relifs for tis mortal life. It is peace 
in the midſt of tribulatiun; jny in the midſt-of many temyta- 
tions 3 a coumſ of relief from fears and connected all along 
with groaninꝑ for dl ivtrante. The eliief ſigniſisancy 
vfithe' queſtion im hand, I apprehend-lics/in its · refenenos to 
cal uſe. For as . his foundation ſtandeth ſure, 
knowethi them thati are his, 3 he! puts his. fear into 
their hearts, fo that however far theꝝ may go aſtray, they 
Hall nov utterly depart from him; 52 knows how to reco- 
ver- them from all their backdlidings,. and to preſerve them 
to hip licavetrdly kingdom. But as for us, we know one an- 
other only by appearances, and are directed by a law to 
dur] and oonduct toward each other accerd- 
ing as theſe-varys Therefore, as to moſt of the cafes on 
Which the queſtion i is commonly; moved, What method is 2 
heligver to take to get his doubts reſolved ? I apprebend 
it would be far to help him to an end of his- doubts, 
| 9.3 etdedvouring te convince him thus he is no-belicves : ye 


if A-till dodge 1 s), »vhatthe is avbelie ver; 
while he. is not- comforted by the goſpel, et afide the. ol 
ſourde hence L could lafely y ſpeak comfort to him. 

6. As to my notion — grace, Wc, J appre- 
hend that only they whorknow the gracious: work finiſhetl 

on the croſs to be all ſuſſicient far their juſtification; that 
only they 1 fay, know the true grace of:God ; and 
only they, are taught to love and imitate it. This know. 
edge or faith working by love is the nc oreature. Grace 
then appearing in any man is no other than the divine mu 
reported to him, reflected on his heart and life, 80 
any man loves that grace, which is ever hateful to the — 
ſo far he is holy, fo far the Grace of God dwells in him. 
And it may he ſafely faid to all who have made the Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion ; 5 lies that therefore abide in you which e 
* have. heard from the beginning. If that which ye have 
* heard from the beginning ſhall remain in you, ye alſo ſhall 
continue in the Son and in the Father.” And we may 
hold it as the eſſential difference betwrxt the children of 
God and the children af the wicked one, that the former 
ſhall-never be left to fin unto death, hecauſe the ſeed of God, 
or the word of God, abideth in them. But, as L. ſaid be- 
fore, ve are to be guided in our judgment by appearances. 
And in general it is far ſafer to lead: profeſſors often to exa- 
mine themſelves if they be in the faith; than to encourage 
che thought we are too ready to entertain, that doe are true 
believers, or that our ſtate is at bottom ſafe and good. 

7. As the laſt queſtion, about recommending human 
wnitings to perſons concerned about rebgion; leads us fome-. 
what aſide the Seripture to private judgment and. opi- 
nion; it goes /o far beyond what T propoſed at the begin- 
ning. Vet we may learn ſome uſeful hints in the gene 

about this from the Seripture. It appears not from 
what the ſpirit of prophecy foreſaw, but from what hap- 
pened under the very eyes of the Apoſtles, chat Paul had 
great reaſon to leave this injunction, * Hold faſt the form 
of ſound words which: — haſt heard of me. As we 

have none ſince the Apoſtles, whom God hath. openly ſuſ- 

tained as faithful deelarers of his mind ;; it is evident⸗that all 
human writings ought to be read with a jealous eye, eſpe - 
| cially: on the matter ö with God, where all men 
are 
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are ſo ready to deceive both themſelves and others. Be- 
ſides, if we take but a ſlight view of the New-Teſtament, 
the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, and his prediction that his 
goſpel would be hated by all nations, we may eafily perceive 
that when a nation becomes Chriſtian, the goſpel muſt be 
greatly corrupted : conſequently the great majority of reli- 

10us books in that nation, particularly thoſe moſt recom- 


mended, muſt be ſome way adapted to that corruption. 


But this is not all; - thoſe books are reſpected more than the 
Scripture ; the people tremble at the thought of entertain- 
ing any ſenſe of a paſſage of Scripture, that might diſcredit 
the names they are uſed to hold ſacred. And their leaders 
chooſe to have it ſo. The intereſt of religion is concerned! 
What ſhall one do in this caſe, who would open his mouth 
for Paul's goſpel? Shall he ſeek to repel one human au- 
thority by another? Perhaps he approves a few neglected 
treatiſes writ by nameleſs men like himſelf, ' Shall he ſeek 
to. recommend theſe in common form? How abſurd the 
attempt in various reſpects !—Shall he then do his beſt to 
provoke an appeal to the Scripture ?? Why, if he do this 
in the face of the public, he muſt write, he muſt print, and 
then his thoughts become a book; and then he may expect 
that every ſuperficial reader ſhall ftare him in the face, and 
ſay, Who made you wiſer than all the world? Muſt we 
throw aſide all our books to give place to yours? What 
can move you to deſpiſe ſo many great men, but envy of 
thetr, reputation, and that you would have the reſpects paid 


to them all concentred in yourſelf With many other 


little thread- bare ſayings, repeated in every age, to brow- 
beat every one who ſhews his face for deſpiſed truth. Vet 
I have ſome where in my printed Letters ſhewn a warm fide 


to ſome human writings of ſmall note; and it gives me ſome 


ſatisfaction to find I have done it ſo modeſtly as to eſcape 
your notice 011 - | 85 5 

Having now conſidered your ſeven queſtions, and an- 
ſwered them the beſt- way J could, it is time now, on this 
ſecond exchange of letters, to enquire, To what purpoſe 
this laboured correſpondence ? Or, what ground is there 
to hope ĩt may be mutually uſeful? You have already de- 
termined yourſelf about the /pirit of my book; and can like 
the bulk of my readers, remark upon that with great eaſe; 


while 


while yet you abound with queſtions about the doErine com. 
tained in it. And after theſe are anſwered, I have ſome 
intimation that there are more preparing for me. All tt.2 
while you are diſpoſed to ſignify ſome ſummary kind of a- 
grerment with me, but at the ſame time ſuch an agree» 
ment as will comprehend me and thoſe I moſt keenly op · 
ſe, 5 | . 
"oh your firſt Letter, I conceived ſome notion of your 
- openneſs from the variety of particulars you informed me of, 
And I was accordingly forward to gnity as much, as being. 
fond to entertain the beſt notion of a new correſpondent. 
But when I compare both your Letters together, and ob- 
ſerve the ſame queſtioning humour, and the ſame diſpoſi - 
tion to ſummary agreement, after all I have ſaid, ſtill con- 
tinuing : that notion greatly fails me. I remember the 
ſuſpicion hinted in your firſt, that I ſtrained the doctrines 
of grace to ſuch a height, as to render them ridiculous ; 
yet I am ſolicited to think, that you and I, and my prin- 
cipal antagoniſts, are all along, in the general, agreed about 
grace, though we may differ in ſome particular ways of 
{peaking, And I muſt be ſolicited to think thus, on the. 
one hand, by receiving the complement that I often expreſs” _ 
myſelf more diſtinctly and leſs. exceptionably than many of 
1 _ them; and on the other, by a kind of threatening to find 
me guilty of the like charge I have laid on them. What 
| ſhall be done to ward off this blow? Shall I Teck to do it. 
by compoſition, and peaceably allow the truth to be hand- 
led at diſcretion, that they and I may enjoy together the 
character of good and pious men? What would that cha- 
rity, which rejoiceth with the truth, adviſe in this caſe? | 
I apprehend it would remonſtrate in the ſpirit of that na 
ternal tenderneſs once expreſſed in the preſence of Solomon, i} 
though the claimants on both ſides ſhould be found-liars 
Lot the truth live; at go rute let the truth be hurt on divided. 14 
Or, in the ſpirit and temper of Paul, Let God le true, ans 
every man a bar. 1 | Ent Ty JETS 
Since I publiſhed my book, I have been frequently re- 


minded of a remark” made me about the time of publication, | | 


2. 
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by one of my firſt readers. He told me, my way of 
writing could never ſerve topromote the intereit of Religion, a 
My anſwer then was; I knew not what he meant by the 1 

8 | : Pg Bb 1 


2 > | 6 
intereſt of Religion; but as for my cauſe, I neither ex- 
pected nor deſired it ſnould make a better appearance in the 
world, than it did at prefent. This cloſed our converſation. 
But, ſince that time, I have often thought there was a good 


deal of ſenſe in his remark, eſpecially as J found it coin- 


cided much with the general ſenſe. of the orthodox. It is, 
perhaps, not eaſy to aſcertain the preciſe idea contained 
under that expreſſion, the intereſt of Religion, and the rather 
as it has occaſionlly a more or leſs extenſive meaning. How- 
ever, they who uſe it moſt generally underſtand each other 
pretty well. It would require ſome time and pains to de- 
{cribe the politics uſed by our graveſt Chriſtian leaders, to 


* 


promote the intereſt of religion; yet one muſt be a great 


ſtranger to what paſſes in the religious world, if he is quite 
8 3 of them. I ſhall, however, take this opportunity 
of declaring concerning the eminent men whom I have cen- 
ſured, and to whom you would ſo fain reconcile me, that 1 
make no doubt but they were men who were finterely con- 
cerned about the intereſt of Religion, even as I think the 
Phariſees and Fudaizers alſo were. Nor can I account for 
your zeal to reconcile me to the former, upon any other 
footing than your concern about that ſame intereſt. 
What leads me the rather to think thus, is, that it ap- 
peats to me from your queſtions and remarks, that you 
have read my book very ſuperficially, efpecially as to what 
regards my capital point. I cannot well account for this, 
but by ſuppoſing that e e pee was ſo much ſtartled 
and engroſſed by the paſſages that more immediately affected 
the intereſt of religion, that you had little to beſtow on what 
concerned the deſpiſed truth. And if I ſhould under- 
take to write my book over and over again, according to 
the order wherem your queſtions may lead me, I might pro- 
cure myſelf abundance of labour, without knowing well to 
. what purpoſe. *\ Beſides, I apprehend that a third perſon 
reading the ſhort progreſs of our correſpondence, would be 
at no loſs to ſee that there is at bottom ſuch a difference be- 
twixt us, as to the aſpect the goſpel bears toward the hon- 
our of God on the one hand, and that of men on the other, 
br as to the conſtraſt, it forms betwixt the ſpirit of the world 
nd that of God; that of neceſſity our mutual reaſonings 
n uſt apparently fail of their intended weight in the fight of 
each other. 2 : 15 


© BE 


Vou ſignify you are in no haſte for my reply to what you. 


have ſaid on the ſpirit of my book, but would leave it in 
the mean time to my ſerious peruſal. But why ſhould I 
once beſtow a ſerious thought on ſuch a reflection as the 
following? „If we ſhould attend to and comply with the 
* «ſpirit that runs through your Letters in this regard, [to 
« wit, in giving characters of books] we ſhould be out of 
e conceit with all human writings, except your own. 
Your reflections alſo about contempt and envy (whatever I 
be) diſcover ſo little attention to the New-Teſtament, the 
nature of Chriſt's kingdom. and the very ſurface or outſide 
of my controverſy, that I think it needleſs to take further 
notice of them, | N tha 
But the paſſages of Scripture you refer me to, deſerve 
a ſerious regard. To the firſt then, Matt. vii. Fudge not, 


Sc. I anſwer, it is written again in the ſame chapter, Be- 


ware of falſe prophets which come to you in ſheep's clothing . 
Ye 200 know them by their Ee. To he ober paſſage, 
In meekneſs inſtructing them that oppoſe themſelves, if 
*« peradventure God will give them repentance to the ac- 
« knowledging of the truth; I need only add the reſt of 
the ſentence, © and that they may recover themſelves out 


(of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by him 


at his will.” I am afraid this very leſſon of meekneſs 
would not appear meek enough to many with whom have 
to deal, if they were to be reminded of their danger accord- 
ingly. Vet if a jury of common beggars and dying crimi- 
nals. were to give their verdi& on the Ppirit of my book, I 
dare ſay they would pronounce it full as meek, as that of 
my opponents. As for thoſe who, ſolemnly raiſing them- 
ſclves on their tip- toes, ſeriouſly inſiſt on being thought ſa 
much taller than their neighbours, I have no notion of 
fawning upon them by any /oft charientiſmus. I cannot even 
underſtand the moſt inviting and encouraging ſayings pro- 
nounced by the prime pattern of meekneſs, and with which 
the hope and comfort of the guilty is moſt intimately con- 
cerned; unleſs I conſider them as bearing a very ſatirical 


aſpect on thoſe who claim the firſt rank in point of cha- 
racter in the world: Such as this ſaying, © I came not to 
call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance :” and that 


other, which ſpeaks of © more joy being in heaven over one 
£3" ſinner 
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| You have given a tranſcript of my experience, and that of 


6) 


a finney repenting, than over ninety and nine righteous per- 


&©« ſons that need no repentance.” e | 
Upon the whole, I phinty perceive, that unleſs ſome 
very conſiderable change befal either your mind or mine, 


the continuance of our correſpondence, on this ſubjects, 


muſt quickly iſſue in the moſt inſipid and the moſt trifling 


kind of altercation, X 


Ian your, We. 


ROBERT SANDEMAN. 


LETTER v. 
Samuel Pike # Robert Sandeman. 
A S you deſpair of any real uſefulneſs ariſing from our 
preſent correfpondence, it ſhould have dropped here ; 


were it not that I am conſcious, your opinion arifes from a 
miſtake about your correſpondent. You conceive me as 


one ſo far removed from, or ſuch a ſtranger to the leading 


ſentiment in your performance, as to have no proſpect of 
our coming to a cordial agreement about the very turning 


2 on which you proceed throughout your Letters. But 


ad you more cloſely attended to the expreffions and para- 


graph in my laſt Letter, the miſtake had been prevented, 


owever, that is a matter of no great conſequence, as it 


may ſo eaſily be reQified. —I heartily thank you for your 
replies to my ſeven queries: they have been (I truſt) made 


truly inſtructing, confirming and refreſhing to my ſoul. 


You well obſerve, Here les the key of Chriſtian know- 
. « ledge, the comfortable evidence of the fimple truth, 


« ſtriking the conſcience, and thereby giving that peace 


sand reſt, that can be found no other way.” This (thro' 


ſpecial mercy) I have been led both to ſee and to feel, 


many. 


6( * 


many others in the experimental part of your anſwer to my 


ſecond query. Though, when I wrote my laſt, my con- 
ceptions were in ſome meaſure confuſed, which occaſioned 
the queries ; yet before yours came to hand, my mind was 
led to a more diſtin& apprehenſion and a more comfortable 
ſenſe of the important and delightful ſubject. Give me 
leave therefore now to ſtate the matter in my own language, 
founded upon the word of God, and confirmed by the ex- 
perience of my own ſoul. — Your grand view I conceive to 
be this: | | 5 8 
In the room of all previous qualifications, in the room of 
the faith of aſſurance, and in the room of all endeavours to 
exerciſe acts of faith in order to juſtification, you ſubſtitute 
the bare report of the Goſpel believed in the conſcience as 
alone ſufficient truly to auſwer all thofe ends, both for peace 
and holineſs, -which have been propoſed by the foregoing 
methgds.———Fhe goſpel report, hower expreſſed in thoſe 
ſummaries of it which we find in various paſſages, amounts 
all to one and the ſame thing: whether it be, That Feſus 
is the Chrift, that Gad hath raiſed him from the dead, that 


there is ſalvation in no other, that he hath finiſhed tranſgreſ-- 


fron, &c. that Feſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinuers, 
that hm righteouſneſs is unto all and upon all them that believe 
without difference. The ſum and ſubſtance is this: that 


Jeſus Chriſt ſtands forth in the goſpel as the only, the com- 


pleat, and abſolutely free Saviour of ſinners as fuch, by his. 


perfect atonement and righteouſneſs, made and wrought : 


out for the vileſt of ſinners without any diſtindtion. By this. 
doctrine, all the differences that ſubſiſt between one man 
and another in opinion, are levelled; and: nothing but the 
complete work of Chrift is propoſed in the Golpel, as 
the proper matter of faith, the immediate ground of hape, 


and the true ſpring of Tove ; and as ſuch it is viewed and re- 


ceived in believing. The clearer, ftronger, and purer views 


our ſouls have of the love of God in Chriſt to finners a- 
fuch, the more our canſciences are pacified,- our hopes, enli - 


vened, our joy inflamed, our endeavours excited, upon 
purely evangelical principles. . | 
The believing view of the perfection of Chriſt's work. 


ens {2 the conſcience from legal guilt, in as muh as- 


the ſoul now ſees it has nothing to do, to obtain 2cceptarce: | 
| A PLA agng 
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with God, or to make atonement: becauſe all this is per- 
fectly done already by Chriſt. The believing perception 
of this ſets the perſon upon a level with his fellow. ſinners, 
lets him ſee the utter impoſſibility of acceptance with God 
upon any other foundation, makes him willingly deſpair of 
himſelf and truly thankful for that hope, that general free 
hope, which is held forth in the Goſpel. Now the perſon 
loves Chriſt, or God in Chriſt, with a pure evangelical af- 
fection, and can now rejoice, that he has nothing to do to- 
wards his peace with God, that he is ſaved from all this ſelf- 
Tighteous labour and toil, and has ſuch a glorious complete 
object of hope and love preſented in the Goſpel. By this 
belief the Soul is ſo humbled in the duſt, as to perceive, that 
not only all his former fins, but all his ſelt-righteous duties 
too were an abomination to the Lord. The believer ſeeing 
_ himſelf in this helpleſs, hopeleſs, deſperate condition, can 
love and praiſe God in Chriſt, purely for this complete re- 
_ demption, and the hope arifing thence to ſinners, among 
which he eſteems himſelf chief. He now ſees an unchang- 
ing ground of hope, a moſt cogent motive to love and obe- 
_ dience, in that very truth which ſtands clear and firm in the 
Bible, without any regard to any preparations, qualifica- 
tions, endeavours, or attainmer.ts of his own. | 
Tiis true, in this caſe there may and does reme in a doubt 

concerning the perſon's own Intereſt in Chriſt; but the 
_ conſcience being paciſied, ſelf-righteous labour ſpared, and 
a ground of hope and love perceived; the believer acquieſces 
in God's appointed way of making his calling and election 
ſure, by bringing forth the fruits of this faith, hope and 


love. And when any thing appears defective in the affec- 


tion and conduct which becomes matter for doubting and la- 
mentation, he is now led to look back to the love of Chriſt 
towards finners as ſuch, in order to kindle that love and ex- 

eite thoſe endeayours, which contain the evidence of an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, 0 | 5 1 
Having nothing to do, towards pacifying his conſcience 
or procuring his acceptance, his chief concern is, from a 
love to the atonement, to give diligence unto the full aſſu- 


-.ranee of hope unto the end. Whereas, until this be per- 


ceived, there is nothing but legal duties and flaviſh fears, 
or a ſtupid inſenſibility. But by the perception of the got 
| : = 
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„ 
pel truth in the conſcience, all falſe lights are extinguiſhed, 


and the true light now ſhineth : all falſe hopes and legal 


fears are done away; while only that ſort of fear, and that 


ſort of hope remain, as will do the ſoul real good, and aſ- 


cribe all the glory to God. Hence fpring all the exerciſes 
of godlineſs, by a fight of God's perfect ſovereign love 
and all the affections of true humanity, by a ſight of our 
equality with all others in the preſence of God. This faith 
working by love, gives rife to all thoſe motions of heart 
towards God in Chriſt, which are generally called a&s 9 
faith, looking, truſting, receiving, embracing, &e. and it 
ives ſpiritual life in the duties of meditation aud prayer. 
Tis true, theſe very aQings, if performed in order to juſti- 
fication, or under a notion of doing or attempting any thing 
to bring us nearer to God's acceptance, are formed upon a 


wrong plan. They are, or ſhould be, only expreſſions cf 


our knowledge of, reſt in and love to the Lord Jeſus, as 


one who has finithed ſalvation for poor helpleſs ſinners. 


And theſe motions of the believing ſoul may rather be con- 
ſidered as actings of love, than ns any part of our juſtifying 
faith. If indeed a perſon imagines that theſe or any other 
exerciſes, are required of him as contributing to make his 


peace with God, he will be for exerting theſe acts for that 


end; and ſo the motions of his ſoul become mote or leſs 


legal, although they have Chriſt and his righteouſneſs for 
' their object. But if a perſon in his conſcience is clearly 


perſuaded to the contrary of this: then he will receive his 


peace from, and kindle his love by a view of the free-grace 


truth as it ſtands in the Goſpel, and will exerciſe theſe acts 


of looking, reſting, flying, &c. in a way of meditation and 


prayer, in order to enliven his love, quicken his obedience, 
erueify his corruptions, and to mortify that natural pride 
which is as a worm at the root of all true godlineſs and hu- 


manity. This is what I conceive to be, a living by faith on 


the Son of God. 

Thus by believing views of his complete and finiſhed re- 
demption, I defire to be deriving ſtrength and grace from 
| Chriſt, to go on in the ways of the Lord, and in the Duties 
of love: at the ſame time looking on myſelf as upon a level 
with the vileſt ſinners, having no more love or holineſs than 
what I derive from Chriſt by believing views of that _ 

i whic 
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which reſpects all ſinners as equally worthleſs and helpleſs. 
Thus it comes to paſs, that the more I behold and live up- 
on this pure and perfect love of Chriſt, ſtill the more I per- 
ceive my corruption, helpleſſneſs and guilt, as ſeparate from 

Chriſt. On the other hand, the more I perceive of m 
oven corruption, guilt, and weakneſs, in this goſpel light, 
Rill the more I learn to. eſteem that righteouſneſs which is 
unto all and upon all them that believe without any diffe- 
* rence, Being thus directed by the Lord, the Spirit, into 
the love of God and the patience of Chriſt, the believer 
hopes to have his evidences more and more cleared up, and. 
his doubts more and more cleared away, until his joy be 
made full. Oh! that we could have our eyes and hearts. 
more ſtrongly and conſtautly ſixed upon the pure and per- 
fect love of Chriſt towards ſinners as ſuch ; how ſhould we 
then be ,quickened to and ſtrengthened for all the duties of 
holy obedience; and how would our ſouls be enlarged to 

mount up as on Eagles? wings, &c. . . | 

Now then let me take a little view of the diſtinction be- 
tween faith as juſtifying and as ſanfifying. This faith, or 
this pure view of the perfect righteouſneſs and complete 
_ . purchaſe of Chriſt for ſinners of the human race, appears to 
be, in reality, the firſt ſpring of hope, love, and holineſs. 
But if we conſider it as juſtifying, we muſt ſeparate it in 
our thoughts. from all its effects, fruits and actings; for 
. theſe belong to our conformity to God and our ſpiritual. 
communion with him; and not to our juſtification before 
him. So then true faith, as juſtifying, is purely this per- 
ception of the divine righteouſneſs of Chriſt in the mind and 
- conſcience: while the Scripture declares. that to every one 
_ that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, 
Hit faith is counted for righteouſneſs. In and by this 4 68a 
tion of ſcripture, the believer is juſtified ; being thereby de- 
_ clared or pronounced righteous for the ſake 9 what he be- 
lieves. But then it is evident, that if this perſuaſion does 
not produce theſe or the like effects, it is a dead faith. 
So that we may affirm theſe two things. (1.) That no. 
faith truly juſtifies, but that which ſanctifies, and vice ver/a. 
2.) No faith truly ſanctifies, but that which juſtifies. I 
day, (I.) No faith truly juſtifies, but that which ſanctifies: 
hereby I mean, Whatever profeſſion a perſon moe, or 
3 „ u pater 
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„ 
whatever notions he appears to entertain, yet if he be not 
induced thereby to correſponding love and obedience, it is 

lain there is ſome defect, mixture, miſtake, or reſerve in 
his faith, which renders it abortive. (2.) No faith truly 
ſanctiſies, but that which juſtiſies: I mean, No ſort of faith 
or perſuaſion' in the conſcience, but that which beholds 
Chriſt alone as the ground of our acceptance with God, 
can ever purify the affections or regulate the conduct aright. 
The Phraſe which frequently occurs throughout your 
letters, and in which your whole doctrine feems to center; 
namely, that juſtifying faith is a bare belief of the bare te- 
port of the Goſpel (or conceived in words akin to theſe ;) 
this phraſe, I ſay, ſounds very uncough to our ears, arid 
appears very offenſive and dangerous. For it conveys an 
idea to many, as if you meant no more nor other by it, 
than what is commonly called a ſpeculative, notional, or 
dead faith. But J apprehend the phraſe may bear a ſound 
and ſafe interpretation, and that your reaſon for uſing it, 
3s to exclude all mixture in the matter of juſtification : for, 
if I miſtake not, your meaning is this: (.) That in the 
affair of juſtification, tis only the bare report eoncerning 
Chriſt's work, which a juſtifying faith perceives the evi- 
dence, excellency, and efficacy of. 80 that the Sovl, in 
believing has its eye only upon this glorious OY truth; 
or, which is the ſame, upon the perfe& righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt revealed therein. The believing thoughts of the 
mind are occupied about this alone, without ſeeing its own 
perſonal intereſt on the one hand, or any qualification in its 
favour on the other. But the faith or belief is fixed alone 
upon the compleat righteoufneſs of Chriſt, as that Whieh 
renders it poſſible for God to be fully jaſt in jaflfying the 
ſinner, ungodly as he ſtands. (2.) Tis a bare belief of this 
report that is juſtifying : becauſe nothing that precedes this 
belief, has any ſhare in our juſtification : ſo far from it, 
that until a perſon is brought to apprehend this for truth in 
his conſciente, all his convictions and atterhpts ave legal, or 
of a ſelf-righteous ſtamp. And whatever motions of heart 
or acts of obedience follow upon, or ariſe from the view of _ 
this bleſſed truth, they all belong to the affair of ſanctifica- 
tion; neither are they to be conceived as any part of our 
juſtifying faith, or to be attempted by us in order to our 
SO, braced ER h juſtification. - 
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their pacification and | 
mixture or miſtake in their faith. Whereas this pure view 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs as it appears by the Goſpel, is a 
ſufficient foundation for anſwering all the. purpoſes of true 
_. conſolation and ſanctification. T 
themſelves more comfortable in their ſouls,” more inflamed 
with love, more humble in their hearts, or more ready to 
every good word and work, than when their attention is 
drawn to and fixed upon this pure love and perfect work of 
_- Chriſt in a realizing and heart- affecting manner. 


„ „ 
juſtißcation. But yet, this bare belief of this bare report, 


if real or genuine, is in fact the true, the only, and the ef- 


fectual ſpring of all that humility, love, deſire, gratitude and 


obedience, which evidence the truth of our faith, and ſo 


prone our perſonal intereſt in the juſtifying righteouſneſs, 


Now becauſe we are naturally proge to mix ſomething with 
our faith, beſides the direct and enlivening view of this only 
perfect righteouſneſs, this is one reaſon, among many others, 
vhy it muſt be a ſpecial work of God, the Spirit, to give 
the ;ſoul this unmixed revelation. of Chriſt: and one great 


reaſon why the faith of many proves inſufficient, both for 
riacation, 1s becauſe there is ſome 


rue believers never find 


Thus, Sir, I have laid before you a diſtin& and compre- 
henſive view in brief, of what I look upon to be the grand 
and central deſign of your performance. In this light I un- 
derſtand it, in this light I approve it, and am thankful for 


it, becauſe it has been a happy means, under the-operations 


of the bleſſed Spirit, of confirming my faith, of clearing my 
Lies, of relieving my mind, , comforting my heart, and en- 


livening my love. But, notwithſtanding this comfortable 


turn in my experience now; yet I am perſuaded, that I 
have truly known and preached, truſted and loved the Lord 
lieſus Chriſt for many years. And you will caſily appre- 
hend, that, for this. reaſon, among others, I cannot join 
. with you in the ſeverity of your ſentiments concerning thoſe 
you call popular preachers, and their writings. However, 
tis a piece of juſtice due ta you, that you ſhould” be infor- 


med, how ſeveral-of my friends, underſtanding the ſcope 
of your Letters in the above light, have received much peace 


and ſatisfaction into their ſouls, being now enabled to re- 
- Joice in the pure light of goſpel truth. They join with me 
in expreſſing much thankfulneſs for the ſpiritual ber e it ac- 


cruing 
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eruing to their ſouls. through this unexpected medium. 
We can, with chearfulneſs, congratulate each other in that 


peace, comfort, and love, which ariſes in our fouls by the 
realizing perception of the pure truth, whereby we are in 


ſome meaſure ſet free from thoſe ſelf righteous entangle- 


ments, thoſe gloomy fears, and thoſe laviſh attempts, by 
which we had been perplexed and retarded in our way to 
Zion: and truft we ſhall be directed and quickened by the 


Spirit to abide by the truth, and to bring forth the proper 


fruits thereof in our hearts and lives. 
But I am obliged to add, that even thoſe who ſee with 
evidence and pleaſure, what you have aimed to bring forth 


to open view, could heartily wiſh you had taken another, a 
ſofter, method, in removing out of the way what has tended 
to pervert or obſcure the truth. And however we approve 
of the matter of your performance, yet the ſpirit of it is ſtill 


really diſguitful, as beyond meaſure ſevere and cenſorious. 


However, tis ſome ſatisfaction to me, that I find by 


your laſt Letter, you make no doubt but the eminent men 
you oppoſe, were ſincerely concerned about the intereſt of 
religion: although you ſtill perſiſt in claſſing them with 
Phariſees and Fudatzers. I ſincerely wiſh I could reconcile 


this very concęſſion with all the keenneſs of your language in 


your Letters. But this, I apprehend, cannot eaſily be 
done: while charity inclines me to judge in your favour up- 
on this head, © 7 1 ö 
Von apprehend my attention was ſo ſtartled and ingroſſed 
by the keenneſs of your language, as to draw off my mind 
from the main purport and drift of your piece. But this, 
I imagine, you now perceive to be a miſtake : yet, it is cer- 
tain, that it has had, and ftill has, this unhappy influence 
upon many of your readers, and I conceive you cannot be 
juſtified in laying ſuch a ſtrong temptation, in their way. 
As J openly eſpouſe the leading ſentiments and principal 
ſcope of your work, I have your ſeverities continually caſt 


in my teeth: ſo that my character does in ſome 'meaſure 


ſtand connected with yours. And ſometimes I knew not 
well what to reply, when I hear you charged with injuſtice 


towards others, and with the appearance of a ſupercilious 


pride and contempt of others. But then I conſider again, 
that the Goſpel is not to ſtand or fall with the character or 
7 20 pf | reputation 
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reputation of any man. Notwithſtanding this unhappy eir- 
cumſtance attending my attachment to the grand point in 
view, yet I truſt this will not conl my courage nor damp my 
zeal for the precious truth, which lies ſo cloſe to the founda- 
tion of true holineſs and true conſolation. . And there are 
ſome circumſtances that may be eſteemed a ſufficient coun- 

terbalance to this diſadvantage : for I find ſome of thoſe, 
who cannot reliſh: your piece, or have a very favourable opini- 
on of your character, to be poſſeſſed of preciſely the ſame 
kind of faith, hope, peace, and love, which you aim to pro- 
mote: while others, upon the propoſal, of the truth in its 
fimple form, without any relation to your work, are enabled 
to take in the refreſhing, confirming influence of it, where- 
by their darkneſs begins to ſcatter and their legal doubts to 
ſabfide. 8 E det ai als 
Tou juſtly obſerve, that it would produce the moſt fruit- 
leſs and infipid altercation, to carry on a controverſial correſ- 
pondence about the characters of men and their writings : 1 
ſhall therefore drop this part of the ſubje& for the future, 
having already diſcharged my conſcience in this regard, by 
what I have already written to you. If there be any queſ- 
tion of importance remaining to be debated between us, it 
' would be this: Whether a perſon, who believes the doctrine 
of atonement, c. cannot be a true Chriſtian, unleſs he be 
free from, every degree of legality in his ſentiments, expreſſi- 
ons, and experience? as likewiſe, Whether a Miniſter who 
ches the Deity and atonement of. Chriſt, £c.. may not 
de awned and eſteemed as a preacher, of the Goſpel, and as 
truly uſeful to ſouls, although he be far from clear of ſuch 
inconſiſtencies and improprieties in his addreſſes, as you have 
ſo ſeverely expoſed ? For my part, I am obliged, from reaſon, 
from. ferns from conſcience, and from experience, to give 
| — queſtion an anſwer in the affirmative. And here 1 
leave it. | "ae 


Permit me to add one thing farther, as the cloſe of this 
Letter; and that is, to requeſt an anſwer to a query or two 
more. You have been very obliging in making ſuch a diſ- 
tin& reply to my former ones: and I hope your readineſs to 
give ſatisfaction to a ſerious enquirer, and your willingneſs 
to do ſervice in your generation, will induce you to be as 
full and clear in your reply as you can. Tis upon ES 
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| je about hich many have been perplexed, and which every 
diftin& party almoſt conceives in ſome different light. 


What conceptions do you form under that ſcripture 
phraſe, the t2vo covenants, or the old and the new covenant ? 


You have juſt hinted your diſlike of apprehending them to 


' be two diſpenſations of the ſame covenant of grace; but 


have not cleared up this matter. If they were really and 


properly. two diſtin& covenants, one would imagine they 


mult intend what is commonly called the covenants of works 
and of grace; or in ſcripture language, the law of works, and 
the laev of faith. If ſo, it wonld then follow, that all the 


Old Teſtament ſaints were under the former, apd only the 


New. Teſtament ſaints under the latter. 
I farther conjecture, that this affair of the two covenants 
has ſome connection, in your mind, with your you upon 


the xviiith Chapter of Ezeliel, which have confuſed many. 


Iam perſuaded Mr. Brine has quite miſunderſtood youupon 


this head: and yet you ſometimes ſpeak ſo ſolemnly and ſe- 
riouſſy upon that act of divine condeſcenſion as if there was 
ſomething more couched under it, than merely ſuch a ſar- 


caſtical addreſs as was made by Chriſt, I thou wilt enter into 


life, keep the commandments, Be ſo kind as to explain yourſelf 
more fully on theſe two points, and if your anſwers hereto 
prove as — upon the whole as your laſt replies, 1 


ſhall be laid under freſh and great obligations to you. 
have now, without any reſerve, opened my heart to you: 


and would flatter myſelf, that what I have now written, will 
prove at leaſt ſufficient to encourage you to continue the 
correſpondence; eſpecially as we both rejoice. in the handur- | 


table evidence of hoy {imple truth. | 
dre of yours, Dc. 


SAMUEL PIKE. 


May 20, 1158, 
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Robert Sandeman 70 Samuel Pike. 


7 Sir, : ro 


HE account you have given me of your faith and ex- 

perience, naturally leads me to uſe a clofer. kind of 
freedom with you, than was neceſſary, while the queſtion 
turned upon general truths of common concern to men. Or, 
I am now led to eonſider the intexeſting ſubject of common 
concern, as exhibited or exemplified in the particular caſe of 
you and your friends. I ought to be in readineſs to ſatisfy 
the remoteſt ſtranger deſiring to know my vie vs of the truth 


of the Goſpel; but I cannot judge of particular men as Chriſ- 


trans or faithful, without enquiring, who they are and what 
19 their leadin 1 | 


r e deckure 


ing your apprehenſion of the ſcope of my book, you are 


pleaſed to fay, that the account of the Chriſtian. doctrine 


there given has been made uſeful for confirming your faith, 
clearing -views, relieving your mind, comforting your 


— 
* 4 


heart, and enlivening your love. © But, notwithſtanding 


< this. comfortable turn in my experience; now, yet I am 
<<. perſuaded that I have truly known and preached, truſted 


a aud loved the Lord Jefus-Chriſt for many years. And 


others, I cannot join with you in the ſeverity of your ſen- 
c timents concerviyg thoſe 'who you call popular preachers, 


and their writings, 9c.” This, in ſubſtance you repreſent 


as the common cale of yourſelf, and ſeveral of your friends. 


For you add, that ſeveral of them © have received much 
peace and ſatisfaction into their ſouls, being now enabled to 


« rejoice in the pure light of goſpel truth.” And, We can, 


with chearfulneſs, congratulate each other in that peace, 
comfort, and love, that ariſes in our ſouls by the realiz- 


« ing perception of the pure truth, whereby we are in ſome 
«happy meaſure ſet free from thoſe ſelf-nghteous entang- 
« Jements, thoſe gloomy fears, and thoſe laviſh . 1 
i : 4 F | w 


„ | 
& which we had been,perplexed and retarded. in our way to 
Zion; and truſt we ſhall be directed and quickened by the 
Spirit to abide by the truth, and to bring forth the pro- 
« per fruits thereof in our hearts and lives,” | 


Now in remarking on this, as connected with other paſ- 


ſages, I would lay before you theſe conſiderations in the 
following ſections: 5 e | 

1. That no man can be delivered from an error about 
the truth, or a miſtake about acceptance with God, but in 
the way of repentance and conviction of former hypocriſy, 
The caſe here is very different from that of philoſophers, who 
in all their various mazes ſtill conſider one another as con- 
ducted by the ſincere love of ſome, phantom, whereof they 
have no idea, but to which, in compliment to each other, 
they have chofen to give the name of Truth. The pure 
light of the ſaving truth no ſooner ſhines into a man's heart 


than it convinces him, that the reaſon of his not ar | 


it before was his loving darkneſs rather than light. For 
things that are reproved, are made manifeſt, by the light; 
for whatſoever doth make manifeſt, is light. | 158 
2. We cannot be aſſured that we Eee Chriſt, and are 
accordingly intereſted in him, by reflecting on any mere 
thoughts or motions of our hearts concerning him. Yea, 
we cannot be aſſured that we have known him, or underſtood 
the | amp: truth concerning him; unleſs that truth has 
pro 

love to Chriſt muſt be tried by our regard to his new com- 


mandment ; by our love to the uncorrupted Goſpel, and 


them that believe it for the truth's ſake dwelling in them. 
This love then, conſidering how the, world ftands aſſecte d 
to the ſimple truth, obliges a man immediately to take a 
ſide; it engages him in a controverſy of the moſt intereſt in 


nature; even againſt thoſe whoſe oY graces he would 
otherwiſe value moſt. Jude, when his heart was big with 
concern about the common ſalvation, exhorts to an earneſt 


contention for the faith once delivered to the Saints. Yea 

Paul, deſcribing a converſation becoming the Goſpel, makes 

it chiefly to conſiſt in this Tort of ſtrife. and contention. 

„Only,“ ſays he, let your converſation be as it becometh 

the Goſpel of Chriſt, —that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with 

one mind, ſtriving * for the faith of the Goſpel ; 
| | * ; 
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and in nothing terrified by your adverſaries,— having the 

fame conflict which ye ſaw in me and now hear to be in me.” 
Moreover how can the Chriſtian brotherly love be exerciſed, 
but where there is a Chriſtian brotherhood, or an union of 
men cemented only by the ſimple truth, in ſeparation from 
all others ? Now, if you and your friends have not formerly 
been united ſimply upon the truth, in diſtinction from all 
others, how can it appear to your conſciences that you have 
ormerly loved Chriſt ? It ought to be remembered that 
Paul reſtricts the bleſſing in this manner, Grace be with 
Kall them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (e, aqpvapoia) in 
. incorruption.” For the knowledge of Chriſt was greatly 
_ corrupted by many even in Paul's time, and that by as 
- plauſible and-reſpeCtable pretences as can be uſed by any in 
PO OY CEP a lara 3s 
3. All who know and love Chriſt as the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs, are ſenſible of a ſtrong bias daily working 
in their hearts in oppoſition to the revealed righteouſneſs, 
and prompting them to eſtabliſh their own. Yea, the more 
they love Chriſt, the more ſenſible they are of the force of 
this bias, and its bad effects upon them.” On this account 
they daily find need to aſk the remiſſion of fin. In diſtinc- 
tion from every other weight or worldly luſt which retards 
their courſe, they find this to be ( euTipicalov clic ) the 
fin that ſits very cloſe to them. They find this to be the 
chief thing that can properly be called inherent iu them, as 
having the deepeſt root in their very frame and conſtitution: 
yea, with Paul they find this evil preſent with them, everf 
when they would do good. Whereas, to rejoice before 
God in the work finiſhed by Chriſt is altogether ſupernatu- 
Tal, and quite- foreign to the courſe of our thoughts and 
- reaſonings. In correſponding with God by the prayer of 
faith, they find relief from the guilt and power of this evil, 

and are encouraged with the hope of complete victory and 
deliverance at laſt. As they cannot then ſee room for the 
queſtion, Whether a true rout oa be free from every degree 
of legality, or ſelf. righteouſneſs, in his experience? far leſs 
can they ſee cauſe to put Nu and expreſſions adopted 
in defence of ſelf-righteouſneſs, on a footing with the Chriſ- 
tian experience on that point. If we are not ſenſible of the 
damning nature of that principle, as indulged-in ourfclves, 
2 | | Ga 4 p or 
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of more explicitly avowed by others, we cannot be ſaid to 


know and love Chriſt. | 1 
4. It is very well reaſoned, that we cangot, with a good 
grace, condemn others in that reſpe& wherein we approve 


of ourſelves. It we can be relieved from miſtakes about ac-- 


ceptance with God, and come to ſettlement in our minds 


about the truth of the Goſpel, without being convinced, 


that till then we loved darkneſs rather than the light; no 


doubt we muſt have a friendly fellow-feeling with all ſeri- 


ouſly diſpoſed 3 who are joining their beſt endeavours 


to Chriſt's rightequſneſs, in order to peace in their conſei- 
ences. Judging of them by our own rule, we will confider 


them all the while as well-meaning perſons and fincere lovers 
of Chriſt, . Our friendſhip. with the ſelf-righteous world, 


will hold pace with our ſelf-indulgence on that point. On 


the other hand, if when the light of the trutli awakens us, 
we behold the divine judgment pointed in the moſt awful 
manner againſt what we moſt valued ourſelves for before, 


we will be ready for the love we bear to the truth, and for 


the benefit of others, to expreſs our ſenſe of that judgment, 
to prevent, if poſſible, their going down to the grave with. 
a lie in their right-hand. oreover, we cannot continue to- 


keep the truth any longer than we retain the ſenſe of that 


bliſh our own righteouſneſs, And our ſelf-condemnation, 


judgment, as a check on the remaining diſpoſition to eſta- 


in this reſpect, will naturally hold pace with the mutual an- 


tipathy betwixt the world and us about righteouſneſs. 


They, indeed, who have obtained their faith without being 
greatly alarmed with the evil of that diſpoſition, may con- 
tinue to profeſs it without being very ſenſible of the remain- 
ing force and guilt of their ſelf-rightevus pride, and without 


giving great offence to the devout world. But theſe 
circumſtances ought to ſuggeſt a ſtrong ſuſpicion that they 
have not eee precious faith with the Apoſtles. 

F. To be eonvinced of the evil of ſelf-righteouſneſs, the 
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true root of all unbelief, is a conviction quite ſupernatural. 
The conviction of every other ſin may be admitted by the 


natural conſcience, or by thoſe who believe not the Goſpel. | 


Yea, the conviction of every other fin may very well con- 
ſiſt with the prevailing avowed deſire to eſtabliſh our own 
+ yay: avg For, when a man is convinced of other fins, 
What refuge can his thoughts ſuggeſt to him for relief, but 
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| ſome attempt to do better ? Accordingly, he Chriſt was 
ready to leave the world, and his diſciples were diſcouraged 


at the thoughts of executing their commiſſion, conſidering 
the obſtacles they had to cope with in the hearts of men; 
he tells them that the Spirit of truth, whom he would ſend 
them as their comforter, would convince the world of ſin, 
becauſe they believed not on him. ——Sclf-righteouſneſs is 


the great vail drawn over the hearts of men, ſhutting them 

up, and hardening them in unbelief. And it requires the 

moſt awful apprehenſion of the divine judgment exhibited 
by the Goſpel, yea, the terror of the L 


| ord Cas Paul, in a 
conſpicuous manner, experienced) to rend aſide this vail, 
that the truth may find admittance into their hearts. What 
then ſhall we think of people acquainting us of the removal 
of what tended to obſcure . truth to them, and yet grudging 
that this removal was not accompliſhed after a ſofter method. 
6. Let us now conſider more particularly the queſtion 


formerly referred to; © Whether a perſon, who believes the 


« do&rine of atonement, &c . cannot be a true Chriſtian, un- 


* lefs he be tree from every degree of legality in his ſenti- 
ments, expreſſions, and experience? That true Chriſ- 


tians need repentance and remiſſion of ſins daily, for what 


they feel of legality or ſelf-righteouſneſs in their experience, 


has been already noted. On the other hand, that ſuch as 


give place to any degree af ſelf· righteouſneſs in their avowed 
ſentiments and expreſſions, are true Chriſtians, I am well 
. authoriſed to deny. Here then lies the difference between 


true and falſe Chriſtians, as to the former, at they do in 


the ſelf. righteous way, they allow not; but, on that account, 


ſee themſelves ſinners, and are rekeved only by that merey 


revealed for the help of the ungodly. Whereas, the latter 
. deliberately approve of ſome Kalk ightee 

* truth: and inſtead of admitting the conviction of fin on this 
. account, moſt of them are ready with open mouth to con- 
tend for the expediency of ſuch mixture, and to make it, 
with its influence on the heart and life, the very hinge of 


righteous mixture with the 


that eſteem they give and expect from each other. All the 


| while I deny not that a man, apparently blameleſs in the 
| Chriſtian profeſſion, may yet | 
judge of men only by their words and actions. 


ea hypocrite :. but we can 
90 
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wh On the twofold aſpe& of the above queſtion, which, 
at the cloſe of your paragraph, receives a general anſwer in 
the affirmative, I would obſerve ; that while it blends the 
Chriſtian experience about ſelf-righteouſneſs, together with 
ſentiments approving it, or expreſſions uttered in its defence, 
and. pleading its cauſe, it difcovers, on the one hand a very 
lame notion of the evil of ſelf. rigteouſneſs, as experienced 
| by believers ; and on the other, a great tenderneſs and ſym- 
athy for the fell. righteous world. Theſe things indeed go 


and in hand together. Our regard to thoſe who ſpeak 


in behalf of ſelf-righteouſneſs, muſt hold pace with our own 
ſenſe of guilt in that reſpect. in the Churches with us, 


none pretends to be free of ſin in point of ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
yet we would way A . 99 to cenſure any man who would - 


bold up his face to n its defence, in a any degree, or 

under any, preteace whatever. 

8. The other branch of the queſtion runs thus: „Whe⸗ 
i thera miniſter, who preaches the Deity and atonement 
of Chtiſt, c may not be owned and efteemed as a 
be preacher of the goſpel and as truly uſeful to ſouls, al- 


* though he be far from clear of fuch inconſiſtencies and 


* improprieties in liis addfeſſes, as you have ſo ſeverely ex- 
* poſed? To which follows the common anſwer to both 
branches of the queſtion. 
from reaſon, from ſcriptube, from conſcience, and from ex- 
© periente, to give this queſtion an anfwer in the affirmative. 
And here I leave it.” Here I would firſt i inquire, What 
are we, reaſoning about all this while? Is it about the pro- 
priety of words and phraſes, or the importance of things ? 
If about the former, We have certainly trifled too long; 


1 


if the latter, r,..it is time for both of us, to know what fide we 


ought: to FAIRE Surely no man's peace of mind needs to 


? have any connection with my manner of expreſſing my no- 
tion of the Goſpel. ' The choice of my words and phraſes 
has been cominonly ſuggeſted by thoſe of the men I oppoſed ; 
and by my iaclination to 55 . copay: my meaning from theirs. 
But à man” may underſtand the goſpel to every good pur 
pole, without being acquainted with any of the wet 
- peculiar, either to erg them or to me. Lea, à man ma 
. have the ſavin kyowledg e of the truth, who does not Fd 
es tak talk with Proprity _ confifteney bout | it. Par 
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; what is all this to the. purpoſe ? Have your filends been in 
. ſome happy meaſure relieved in their minds, ſet free from 
_ felf-righteous entanglement, gloomy fears, ſlaviſſi attempts, 
Oc. and all this by getting into a more proper and diſlinct. 
way of talking upon a ſubject which they formerly loved 
from their hearts? If this be the caſe, it may well be ſaid, 
' that a ſmall matter makes a very deep impreſſion upon them. 
On the other hand, have our moſt reſpected preachers 
been always meaning well, yet ſo unmindful of their ſubject 
vrhen they wrote, that il be difficult to find one among a 
thouſand of their printed ſermons where we ſhall perceive a 
bold and juſt account of the Apoſtolic doctrine, about what 
relieves the guilty conſcience ? Is there not ſome embarraſs- 
ment in this conſtant plea about impropriety and inconſiſten- 
ey; is there not ſome entanglement of the mind here? and 
ſhall T endeavour to point whence, it ariſs? 
9. In my former letter I gave you a hint about a con- 
. cern for the intereſt of religion, contraſted with regard for 
the 'deſpiſed truth. That hint I then thought, and ſtill 
think, was far from being obſcure. But, ſince, for reaſons. 
beſt known to yourſelf, you have thought fit to call it a 
conceſſion, I hall here give an explanation, though other- 
wiſe I am far from thinking it needs any. A miniſter 
in your ſituation has, I — a twofold intereſt in the 
religious way to conſult. 1. He has meaſures to keep with 
his orthodox aſſociates, or allics in the miniſtry, and the 
leading men of the diſſenting intereſt. 2. He has likewiſe 
. meaſures to keep with the ſerious profeſſing people, more. 
- eſpecially his own. congregation and hearers. | Either of 
. theſe, I apprehend, is ſufficient to blunt the edge of his 
jealouſy for the deſpiſed. truth of the goſpel, and to incline 
him to relax his notions, in that reſpect as much, as, poſſible. 
On this oceafion I would ſay, that you had need to be well 
ſettled in your mind about the leading ſentiments and prin- 
_ . Cipal ſcope of my book, before you ſuſſer your character i 
tand in any meaſure connected with mine; as any. ſuch 
connection muſt prove dangerous to you. I would think it 
much more natural and ſafe for one in your ſituation, to 
clear yourſelf by giving broad hints, that the author of the 
obnoxious book was an enemy to holineſs, or that you ſuſ- 
: F as at Bottom no gre?t friend to true piety. For 
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of men with thoſe ſo accounted: in Scotland, who ſoon cried 
| aloud, that that book ſerved to overthrow all practical re- 
ligion. I am pleaſed when J hear ſuch remarks, becanſe 1 
thereby find I am underſtood according to expectation; and 
that the difference I was chiefly anxious to evince, is felt 
to be ſolid, ſubſtantial, and extenſive; fo far from lying in 
improprieties of expreſſion, or even accidental inconſiſtencies, 
as many who incline to diſſipate any controverſy about the 
faith affe& to think. 251.15 
10. Were any ſmall number with you, diſpoſed heartily 
to put their hand to the plow, I apprehend, that turning 
their back upon all their preſent religious connections, they 
would imitate Abraham, who, led ſimply by the divine 
word, went forth, not knowing whither he went; and that 
eſpouſing the choice of Mofes, commended by Paul, they 
would freely riſque all other conſiderations for the proſpect 
connected with that choice. I apprehend, that having once 
ſeen the Lord, they would be ready to cry with Peter, If it 
be thou, bid us come unto thee upon the water. - If, after 
ſetting out on ſuch a call, their attention ſhould be drawn 
away from him that called them, by che apparent impor- 
tance of the connections they left, and new difficulties they 
had to ſtruggle with; no doubt, they would, like Peter on 
ſceing the wind boiſterous, immediately begin to fink. And 
here appears the need for the conſtant care of the Shepherd of 
{frael,: to ſnpport his people by the interpoſition of his arm. 
For, as they begin their courſe,” not prompted by their own 
wiſdom, but led by his call, they muſt be taught to under- 
ſang, that in every ſtep of their progreſs without him they 
E 7 Oo ge TIT RT 3s | | 
11. However ſmall ſome differences about faith, as ex- 
hibited in print, may appear to many readers; yet one 
thing 1s certain, that the joining of a ſeemingly very ſmall im- 
propriety with the apoſtolic Goſpel; will make the offence 
of the croſs to ceaſe 3 will make Chriſtianity acceptable to 
thouſands who would otherwiſe hate it; will {ſecure the 
wordly eaſe and reputation of the teachers, and give full 
ſcope to the religious pride of tlie profeſſing people. Wherg- 


as on the other hand, the zealous diſcarding of ſuch impro- 


priety, will render Chriſtianity as deſpicable and hateful in 
the eyes of the religious world, as it was at the beginning. 
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So that great things, no leſs than the moſt intereſting ob- 
jects of the paſſions of men, turn upon a ſeemingly. very 
mall matter here. Yea, I may add, greater things than 
theſe are here at Rake, even ee of men. 
For though the revelation of divine grace in the ſcripture be 
in itſelf extremely ſimple, and fit to make even a child wiſe 


te ſalvation; yet the methods of undermining it, through the 


light and eumning of men, are numerous and various. 
Hence the many calls to watchfulneſs; hence the exhorta- 
tions, to ſtrive to enter in at tlie ſtrait gate, to fight the good 
fightyof faith, Sc. Theſimplicity of the Goſpel is the great 
object ofChriſttan-watchifulnefs, If people have once loftfight 
of ric, itrfigniftes very little, what they are zealous about. 
12. An apparently ſmall impropriety admitted into the 
-Actipture account. of grace, tenders it, in Paul's view, no 
-more;grace. The ſame thing may be ſaid of faith, the atone- 
ment and the perſon of Chriſt.— Paul's rivals among the 
churches of Gulatia, preached ' the Deity and atonement of 
Chriſhi&c. They were far from inſinuating any other way 
of ſalvation, They only out- ran Paul ſomewhat in their 
concern bout: holineſg. They wanted to guard his goſpel 
n that fide where it appeared weakeſt. It grieved them 
to think that a ſcheme in itſelf fo excellent, ſhould in any 
reſpect lie open to the objections of thoſe who thought that 
the intereſts of true piety were not ſufficiently ſecured by it. 
This defect they were willing to ſupply. And to this it 
would feem they were prompted hy a ſincere concern for 


-the-cretlit of Chriſtianity, and the intereſt of religion in 


general. The Galatians were caught. They begga to 
think it in many reſpects expedient for their own advantage, 
and the honour of Chriſt, to oonſult the intereſt of religion 
likewiſe: agreeably to the newly propoſed improvement of 
the Goſpel. But what ſays Paul to them? I marvel 
that ye ure ſo ſoon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Chrift unto another Gaſpel! Strange! How uncha- 
ritable to ſay, another Gofpel.! confidering how ſmall the 
addition to the old received Goſpel ; and withal how neceſ- 
ſary, how well deviſed, and how great the advantages ariſe- 
ing from ſo ſmall an addition! Paul explains himiclf, — 
that by .anatber Goſpel he does not mean any formal rejec- 
tion of the received Goſpel, either in whole or n 
8 5 uc 
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ſuch a perverſion of that received one, by means of their 
plauſible addition, as rendered it, in effect, another Goſpel. 
And to deter men from all ſuch tampering with the Goſpel 
in time coming, he denounces the judgment of God in the 
following awful manner; uttering it twice to command the 
greater attention. But though we or an angel from heaven 
preach any other Goſpel. than thut which cue have preached. 
unto you, (or, wap ©, ought beyond what we preached) let 
him be accurſed. Ar we: ſaid before ſo fay I naw again; If 
any preach. any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have recei- 
ved, let him be accurſed. Thus Paul decides the matter. 
And here k Nate itt. 1 ak 

From the conſiderations now laid before you, I am led 
to conclude, that there muſt be ſome defect or miſtake iu 
your faith. Otherwiſe, I had probably thought it capti- 
ous to find fault with. the profeſſion you have now given me 
of it in the firſt eight pages of your letter. That miſtake 
cannot pretend clearly to point out, far leſs to remove. 
All that I can do is, to ſignify my ſuſpicion on ſuch paſſages. 
or, expreſſions as in my view afford moſt room for it. 
Wbat firſt and chiefly: preſents itſelf to my thoughts on 

this head then, is the diffioulty your friends find in digeſt- 

ing my way of ſpeaking about juſtifying faith, as “ bare 
belief of the bare report of the Gaſpel.“ As this ſe, 


thongh ſuggeſted to me by the neceſſity I found of diſtin- 


b. ß my meaning from that of others, appears to me to 
be well ſupported by the Seripture, I am far from being 
diſpoſed to apologize for it, or to give any explanation that 
might render its aſpect leſs. uncough. As to its reception 
with you, you tell me; © This phraſe, I ſay, founds very 
* uncough to our ears, and appears very offenſive and dan- 
* gerous : for it conveys an idea to many, at if you meant 
ng more by it, than what is commonly called a ſpecula. 
* tive, notional, or dead faith.“ Then you proceed to ex- 
plain me fo as to keep as near my meaning as poſſible, and 
at the ſame time to give my language a leſs obnoxious ſound. 
| Your explanation will indeed bear my meaning: but any at- 
tempt to render my language on this head leſs offenſive, is 
enough to alarm me and awaken ſuſpieion. It was my 
ſtudy to expreſs myſelf ſo as, if poſſible, to offend alt of the 
lame ſtamp with thoſe who were moſt offended at the Goſ- 
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pel from the beginning. Accordingly it gave me ſome 
ſatisfaction, when J heard that my account of faith was eſ- 
teemed by ſuch people weak and inſufficient ; more eſpe- 
cially when ſome alledged that I made nothing at all of faith. 
For my purpoſe was to transfer the whole ſtreſs commonly 
laid on faith to the bare truth concerning Chriſt crucified, 
ſo as to underſtand by faith nothing more than the truth 
[ &nown'or believed. In this view, all that is ſaid of the ef- 
1  flicacy of faith, in the matter of juſtification, muſt reſpect 
the truth or Chriſt crucified. Therefore, every epithet of 
efficacy ar worth applied to faith in any diſtinction from 2vhat 
| is believed, muſt. either have no meaning, or it muſt have a 

bad one. For inſtance, if we ſhould ſay, that a juſtifying 
faith perceives the evidence, excellency, and efficacy of the 
bare report; would not this ſeem to allow that faith has ſome 
agency or efficacy of its own, as diſtinguiſhed from what is 
believed, whatever degree of efficacy be aſcribed to the re- 
port believed? would it not ſeem to allow, that we have 
ſome juſtifying principle fit to. perceive and bring home the 
efficacy of the Goſpel? RP: 


Thoſe who ſtumble at the have belief of the truth, would 
be juſtified by that in their faith, which diſtinguiſhes it 
from a ſpeculative, notional, or dead faith ; or in other words, 
15 they would be juſtified, partly at leaſt, by the livelineſs, - 
1 heartineſs, and ſincerity of their faith. They cannot un- 
| derſtand how the bare fact teſtified can furniſh the anſwer 
of a good conſcience before God, unleſs they at the ſame 
| time find ſome reaſon to conclude, that there is ſome-pecu- 
liarity in their manner of perceiving or apprehending it, by 
which they may be diſtinguiſhed from others who do not 
ſo apprehend it. Let them only be indulged ever ſo little 
upon this point, and then they will allow it to be a 280 | 
quite natural and rational to be juſtified by faith ; otherwiſe 
it muſt {till appear to them a thing ſtrange and unaccount- 
able, and quite foreign to all their reaſonings.— Vet if the 
* ancient method of diſtinguiſhing a living from a dead faith, 
weere to be urged upon theſe ſame very people, at the rate 
of their being held for hypocrites on their non- compliance; 
I dare ſay it would ſound no leſs uncough to their ears, and 
appear no leſs offenſive and dangerous, than to hear of juſti- 
fication taking place by the bare report of an event that 
happened before we were born. OY | 


0 
| 61 | 
The very inclination to apologize for the Chriſtian faith, 
or to render it palatable to ſuck people, mult have a ſtrong 


tendency to darken our own minds about it. For, conſi- 


dering them in a different light from that wherein Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles viewed their predeceſſors, we ſuppoſe, on 
account of their profeſſed zeal and habitual ſeriouſneſs, that 
the intereſt of holineſs is deeply at heart with them, and 
accordingly we muſt be greatly ſtraitened how to account. 
to them for the juſtification of the ungodly by faith without 
_ works, | | 3 a is 601 $24 
As ſuch people are not greatly ſtraitened about the re- 
miſſion of fin, we are led in our doctrine about faith, in- 
| ſtead of dwelling on the all- ſufſiciency of Chriſt's facrifice, 
to "purge the guilty conſcience, to inſiſt upon faith as a 


prove us · in goodneſs, and to carry forward all ſerious well 


come loath to ſet forth without reſerve the freedom of di- 
vine grace, the great point that ſtands foremoſt and moſt. 
conſpicuous in the doctrine of faith, unleſs we at the ſame, 
time caution our difcourſe, by declaring how neceſſary faith 
in the heart is to be a principle of holineſs, —Yet, were it 
not deviating from the matter in hand, I might eaſily ſhew 
m length, that what is commonly reckoned holineſs by de- 


2 truth, as the faith taught in the Ne- Teſtament is 
that recommended in the Marrow of. modern divinity. 
Now while you are very careful to promiſe upon the 
head of the faith I contend for, that it will produce obedi- 
ence ; I obſerve that at the ſame time you are inclined to 
honour our view or perception of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
with ſuch epithets as wonld ſeem to give it ſome ſeparate, 
<itinguiſhet, / or concurring importance in the matter of 


conſcience, with ſuch epithets as may diſtinguiſh it, at firſt 
inſtance, from a notional dead faith. To this account would 
ſeem to belong what you ſay of our pure views, realizing. 
perception, and the attention being drawn to and fixed up- 
on Chriſt in à realizing and heart affecting manner, with 


other like = the queſtion about what re- 
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lively. principle in the heart of man, every way fit to im- 


diſpoſed people in their advanees toward holineſs. We be- 


vout people, is a thing as widely different from the holineſs 


our juſtification, or in-quieting the guilty conſcience, You | 
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heves the guilty conſcience is altogether a ſeparate conſi- 
deration from what diſtinguiſhes one profeſſor from another, 
or one man's faith from that 6f another. The guilty per- 

ſon finds relief by knowing Chriſt. He afterwards judges 
of his faith by ſurveying himſelf. Likewiſe, the teacher 
preaches relief to the guilty conſcience by preaching Chriſt, 
and he judges of individuals by their fruits. In the former 
caſe, diſcarding all idle diſtinctions and queſtions about how 
. to believe, his buſineſs is to ſhew the hearers evhat-to believe, 
and upon what grounds. In the latter cafe, according as 
the fruits of the truth preached appear, he judges co ore 
telievers, what ſort” of faith each profeſſor has obtained, 
where ſhines the excellency of one man's faith, and where lies 
the defect of another's: ſo is able to talk to them intdligibly 
and pertinently about hoxv they believe, as well as what ; and 
to encourage, admoniſh, or rebuke accordingly. For though 
there is a real difference, at firſt inſtance, between the faith 
_ ofa true believer, and that of a hypocrite ; yet we are not 
allowed; nor have any rule whereby to judge of that differ- 
ence, till the fruits appear. ee 

1 The firſt diſeiples on being convinced of Chriſt's reſur- 
rection, congratulated each other, not on their manner of 
apprehending or their realizing perception of the truth, but 
on the appearance of the truth itſelf. They congratulated 
each other, ſaying, © The Lord is riſen indeed.” And the 
Diſciples were glad when they ſaw the Lord; even as Si- 
meon before them was glad when he- beheld him yet a child 
in his arms. What I would have to be thought of here, is, 
that men profeſſing the faith in the moſt unexeeptionable 
words, may yet be found valuing themſelves on the ortho- 
doxy or ſoundneſs of their belief, and taking that inſtead of, 
or along, with Chrift's ſacrifice, into the account of their 
juſtification' or relief from the ſenſe of guilt. - Whereas, the 
truth reported alone makes men acceptable to God and 
heals the wounded conſcience, even as it is the rain falling 
down from heaven that moiſtens the earth and refreſhes the 
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' Irotead of enlarging further on this head, I ſhall here 
Ive you a note of a Sermon I lately heard on theſe words 

m John's: Goſpel; «© How ean Fe. believe which receive 

Ec hour one of another, Oc.“ 
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The preacher, after take- 
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ing notice of the religious character for which the Phariſees . 
e each other, and alſo hoped that God would re- "of 
gard them, obſerved that all religions, Jewiſh, Mahome- 133 
tan, or Chriſtian, held their devotees in eſtimation; that 
in Cheiſtian nations, where certain endeayours and feelings f 1 
about helieving, with the regular attendance on ſuitable bj 
exerciſeg of devotion, took place of the ancient faith and 1441 
love, the devotees reſpected each other on much the ſam e = 


grounds as thoſe of other religions. —That the modern 11 
mutual claim and grant of charity correſponded exactly with ö 
the ancient exchange of honour mentioned in the text.— 
That the great reaſon why this exchange of honour or cha- 
rity hindered men from bclieying, and humanly ſpeaking, 
rendered it impoſſible for them to admit. tire; faving trutn, 
was, that it ſeared their conſciences with a coneeit of their 
_. excellency above other men before God, ſo rendered it 
impoſſible for them to admit the conviction of ſin.ä— That 
the impoſſibility was fully as great here as that other men- 
tioned by Jeſus with reſꝑect to. a. rich man's entering into 
the kingdom of heaven. But what was impoſſible with 
men, was poſſible with God. On this occaſion he told us, 
he had frequently conſidered it as one of the moſt notable 
miracles that Jeſus wrought ; when upon the Phariſees pre- 
ſenting the Adultereſs to him, he ſhewed his divine autho- 
nty over their conſcience, commanding it to ſpeak out, 
and obliging them to hearken to its language: and where- 
as they had approached him in the bighelf confidence of their 
excellency above the poor infamous woman, compelling 
them to retire, ſtung with ſhame and ſelf-condemnation at 
the difference they had preſumed to make. — He obſerved - 
| likewiſe, that in that very reſpe& wherein mutual eſteem 
ran higheſt, Jeſus teſtified. of the world that their works 
were evil, and was accordingly hated by. them.— And that 
the very hinge of this mutual eſteem, or in the words of 
Jeſus, that which is highly eſteemed among men, was an 
abomination in the ſight of Gd. 
To the note I have given of that Sermon, which drew 
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my attention conſiderably, ippeariag to me highly agree- - | if 
able to the text, I ſhall only add one reflection of my own, 1 | 
naturally reſulting from it: that among people zealous 774 


about faith, where the buſineſs of belicving is their ve 
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righteouſneſs, and where the great emulation is who ſhall 
be the moſt dexterous believers, it muſt be the hardeſt of 
all things to faſten a conviction of Unzzriee. ez 
In reaſoning about the ancient Goſpel, it is altogether 
vain to think of ſetting aſide the conſideration of what re- 
ception it obtains in the devout world: for do what we will, 
that conſideration muſt always recur upon us at every ſtep. 
Vea the contraſt thereby formed ſeems to have been intended 
from the beginning, as a notable means for ſettling in the 
minds of them that believe a diſtinct notion of the ſaving 
truth, as well as giving trial of their love to it. Whom 
fay men that I am, ſaid Jeſus to his Diſciples ; and then, 
Whom ſay ye that I am? When Simeon beheld the Child 
Jeſus as the divine ſalvation prepared before the face of all 
ay as he beheld him at the ſame time as a ſign that ſhould 

e ſpoken againſt, So ſaid the Prophet long before. He 
ſhall be for a fanQuary, but for a rock of ſtumbling. But 


not to multiply quotations where ſo many occur; To 


whom coming, ſays Peter, as unto a living ſtone, diſaHowed 
indeed of men, but choſen of God and precious; — unto you 

therefore which believe, he is precious. We cannot have the 
proper value for Chriſt, unleſs his glory arife to our view 
from” thoſe very. circumſtances, on account of which he 
was chiefly deſpiſed and ſet at nought among men. And 
the ſame thing muſt be ſaid of his Goſpel to the end of the 
world. Paul gloried in the croſs in that very reſpect wherein 
it broke all meaſures between the world and him. No 
taſt can be more fruitleſs than any attempt to render the 


| - Goſpel palatable to people who at bottom diſallow it in its 


native fimplicity.. No taſk, I ſay, can be more embarraſfing, 
more comfortleſs to the teacher; none leſs beneficial to the 
hearers.—1 might ſay much the fame of any attempt to 
draw the ancient Chriſtian order over any ſociety, whoſe 
union is not formed upon the truth. What would it 
avail, though all their uſages and forms of worſhip correſ- 
ponded to the practice of the firſt Churches? Still it muſt 
be ſaid, that nothing could be more ridiculous, S- 
more abſurd, than any attempt to practiſe the ancient diſ- 
cipline in a ſociety not formed upon the truth. Vet ſtill it 
muſt be allowed, that the Chriſtian faith and order correſ- 
pond to each other ke hand and glove, or ſword and ſheath; 


for 


| ({ 68) = 
for while Paul beheld with joy the order of the Coloſſians: = i 
he beheld at the ſame time the ſteadfaſtneſs of their faith in * 
Chriſt.— The reſult is, that with regard to antient Chriſ- 
tianity, it would be prudent for one, firſt to count the colt. 
well, and then, laying his hand to his heart, determine 
either to go forward at all hazards, or ſtop ſhort betimes. 
As this Letter has already ſwelled confiderably, I muſt 
eonfine inyſelf to a few general hints in anſwer to the quef - 
tions propoſed at the cloſe of yours. —All the faithful be- 
fore Chriſt were ſaved only by the new covenant to come. 
hey found falvation in the promiſe. Neither the old 11 
covenant which was made at Siaai, nor the blood by which: {ik 
it was ratified, nor its prieſthood, ſanctuary, inheritance, || 
&c. could take away fin, or ſecure thoſe who enjoyed thoſe: , |} | 
: 


privileges from the wrath to come. All theſe: were only. i 
ſhadows of good things to come.—But I have the leſs occa- 
fon e an; this ſubject, as you may ſee it diſtinctiy. 
handled in a Book lately ſent to one of your friends, called, 
The Teſlimony of the King of Martyrs, Qc. particularly 
Chap. II. Set. . e £4 0499 d Fan 3 
As to the other branch of the queſtion ;—T am far from 
thinking that either Chriſt's addreſs to the young Ruler, If 
thou wilt enter into life, Qc. or the addreſs to the Jews in 
Ezekiel, Chap. xxxiii. was in any degree fareaſtical. I look. 
on them hoth to be to the full as ſeriouſly direct and proper 
as the words of Paul, when he ſays, Do we then make 
void the law through faith? Far be it! Vea we eftabliſh'. 
the law.” We cannot ſeriouſly maintzin that death is 
the 2 of fin, unleſs we at the ſame time with equal ſe- 
nouſneſs maintain thit according to the law, life is due to the 
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woe law. The Goſpel never ſays any thing to enervate a 
| r - A 4 © 2 
„ EE LSD 1218 N mans 


manꝰs zeal for righteouſneſs, who apprehends he is poſſeſſed; 
of that zeal. They who are willing to obey, have all en- 
couragement ſet before them to proceed. And men will 
always. continue in ſome miſtake about the inward diſpoſi- 
tion of their hearts, till upon the trial the law convince 
them that the great defect lies in their very vill. It would 
be making void the law to-tell men that however . willing 
they may be to obey, it is impoſſible for them to ſucceed. 
It wonld be making it void, I fay, in their minds, while 
they - ſtill ſuppoſe they have at bottom ſome right diſpoſi- 
tion, and defire only to be freed of certain obſtacles and 
placed in proper circumſtances for exercifing that diſpoſition 
in a becoming manner. When we have duly conſidered 
this, we ſhall perceive a certain Majeſty about the revelation 
of mercy, and its addreſs to men, uot commonly attended 
to. It looks ſhy and diſtant to the evell-diſpo/ed, ſaying, 
Let them alone ; while it ſolicits the attention of the wretched 
and the deſperate with an aſpect winning beyond imagina- 
tion. In this view the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt in the four 
Goſpels carries in it a grace and majeſty altogether Divine. 
I need only add, that God certainly knows beſt the fit- 
teſt way of addreſſing men. „ dp vr? 


As theſe queſtions touch upon the leading lines of the 
ſcheme of revelation, a particular notice of them would 
lead on to various and extenſive views. of the Scripture. 
Mean time, in perufing, at your leifure, the fore-mentioned 


. Treatiſe and other tracts ſent along with it, you may ſee 


the ſubſtance of what we have learned from the Scripture 
on theſe points. | lt r 

Too conclude, could I ſee or hear of a dozen of men in 
London united together only for ſo many months upon the 
_fimple truth of the Goſpel, in oppoſition to every foreign 
connection, I would not be afraid of differing much with 
them as to their judgment of the temper and conduct of their 
devouteft neighbourhood. I would: be diſpoſed to refer 
the matter to their own experience. Coneluſions are molt 
ſtriking that ariſe from tafts.—The difference of things is 
beſt ſeen upon the fulleſt and neareſt contraſt. Experience 
we ſay teaches fools... © | | 

| e J am yours, c. 


e ROBERT SAND EMAN. 
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HE farther our correſpondence proceeds, the more 


clearly I am convinced, that we are perfectly agreed 


as to the capital point of enquiry. Upon the peruſal of 


your Letter, I ſoon diſcerned that its deſign was, to ſearch 
as cloſely and as faithfully as you could into the faith, hope, 


and experience of your correſpondent and his friends: in- 


timating all along, that there may be ſome eſſential flaw or 


capital defect in our faith. This you have taken all poſſible 
pains to examine into and prove. Yet I would not have you 
imagine in the leaſt, that it has raiſed any degree of reſent- 
ment in my mind, to think that I ſhould be ſuſpected for a 
hypocrite after all my profeſſion : for I am verily perſuaded 


you wrote in this ſtrain, from a godly jealouſy, left our 


minds have been, or ſhould remain to be corrupted, from the. 
fimplicity that is in Chriſt. I have indeed feveral excep- 


tions to make to ſome of your thoughts and arguments, but 


as the greateſt part of your diſtinctions and cautions, which 
are apparently nice, are notwithſtanding ſolid, neceſſary, 
and uſeful; I ſee no great benefit would ariſe from a 
laboured reply; ſince every one is more ready to think well 
than ill of himſelf, I therefore wave the attempt, and ſhall 
aim to turn the currency of our correſpondence into a more 
_ uſeful channel, by defiring you to favour me with a more 
diſtin& account of the nature of that peace and ſatisfaction 
of mind which a believer enjoys upon his clear and diſtinct 
perception of the ſimple truth, previous to his being aſſured 
of his own perſonal intereſt, It is a ſubje& which you and 
your friends are probably more acquainted with, both doc- 


trinely and experimentally, than we are. You fay in Page 
rith of your printed Letters, * that if a perſon ſlights ihe 22 
* comfort ariſing from the bare truth, he ſlights the bare 
« work of Chriſt, and conſiders it as too narrow a 
foundation, whereon to reſt the whole weight of his ac- 


© ceptance with God.“ T am clearly of your opinion here- 
TY. £% * 7 io, 
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8 Roe 
in, and bod reaſon to be aſlamed of myſelf, that I had 
been verily guilty of lighting and overlocking that com- 
fort. But {till this does not, and indeed cannot of itſelf 
give a perſon a full ſatisfaction concerning his own perſonal 
intereſt in Chriſt, This is a queſtion that ſtill remains unde- 
cided, and I am fully perſuaded, that it cannot be ſeripturally 
decided, but by the appearance of ſome of the genuine fruits 
and effects of the pure truth upon the heart and life. Give 
me leave here to put ſome queſtions relative to this matter 
with freedom; without much regarding the order in which 
chey ſhould be properly placed. 
Can a perſon, who really believes the truth, be eaſy and 
contented in his own mind and conſcience, while this queſ- 
tion concerning his own intereſt remains unreſolved ? or in- 
deed, ought he to be ſo? Or may not one who is brought, 
to a belief of the truth, be immediately affured of his own 
intereſt ; being perſuaded i in himſelf, that what. he believes 
is the truth of the Goſpel, and being conſcious in his own, 
mind, that he does believe it and feels ſome of the immedi- 
ate effects thereof: 

If a perſon be conſcious to himſelf, that his only entire 
hope is placed upon Chriſt for acceptance feparate from every 
| other condition; may he not directly lay hold of the pro- 

miſe, that He that believes ſhall be ſaved,” or of that 
aſſertion, He that believes is juſtified,” and ſo takes in 
this. conſideration to further the peace and tranquility 
of his own mind in purſuing the obedience. of faith? Or 
at leaſt, may he not entertain a very ſatisfying hope con- 
cerninz his own intereſt, until he be left to commit or in- 
dulge ome voluntary ſin of omiſſion or commiſſion, |where- 
by his peace is broken, the faith practically denied, and 
his own faith rendered ſuſpicious? _ 

Or is it necefſary for a believer always to maintaip or rend 
; . tivate a ſuſpicion whether he belongs to Chriſt or not? 
Would not ſuch a perpetual ſuſpicion, in great meaſure, 
deſtroy his peace of conſcience, torment his mind, and re- 
tard him in the way of 3 acceptable and chearful 
obedience? © 

If a perſon is conſcious to himſelf that he deer or deboes | 
to perform a all his duties purely from the motives ariſing from 
| the faith, may he not claim- , as his own God, upon 
chat footing? ? 


„ | 4 
Muſt he, upon every inſtance of backſliding, caſt away | I 
that confidence of hope, and be reduced to the ſame uncer-  - 3% 
tainty as at firſt? 3 | : 1 
When he is recovered from his backſlidings, being con- 
vinced of his ſinfulneſs therein from the faith of the Goſpel, 1 
may he not now recollect his former experienees and duties oy 
as evidences of his intereſt, to promote his repentance and 488 
encourage his return to God, as his own God? . 
On the other hand, if a perſon profeſſes the pure truth, 
and nothing appears to the contrary, unleſs it be this, that 
his ſoul is uncaſy, his conſcience diſturbed and terriſied, 
and he is under continual anxiety about his own intereſt; 
fearing he has never believed, or that he has never experi- 
enced a converting work upon his ſoul, by the faith of the 
Goſpel: not finding his heart warmed, his love inflamed, 1 
nor ſtrength and courage in practical duty conveyed into | a 


his ſoul, by thoſe bleſſed truths which he believes and loves; il | 
wherein does this prove the'weakneſs of his faith? or what 1 
part of the truth is either hidden from him, or denied hy i 
him? For it is not enough for him to be told, that he (poſ- | 
ſibly) is no believer, unleſs it be pointed out to him where- 
in his miſtake about the truth lies, or what article of it he 
does not believe. CPL SORY PAIR © 0 ng 5 
If a perſon thus affected takes pains with his heart, and 
watches over his ſteps in order to get comfort and peace, is 
there not an apparent danger leſt he ſhould act in a ſelf. 
righteovs ways N „ 
If the evidence of our own intereſt depends upon our on 
endeavours and improvements, agreeable to and founded 
upon the truth of the Goſpel; does not this open a door 
for laying ſome ſtreſs upon our own attainments, which may 
tend to ſomething hke ſelf-righteouſneſs or the feeding our 
ſpiritual pride, ſince upon this plan a perſon obtains the 
comfort of his own intereſt by his endeavours, though not 
the intereſt itſelf ? How ſhall theſe dangers be avoided in 
this and the former queſtion? | 
In what fenſe, and in what reſpects, or upon what occa- 1 
fions is a believer to look upon himſelf as actually expoſed BY 
to the curſe of the law, and liable to everlaſting vengeance? . ' | '% 
I have laid before you this variety of queſtions, with no 1 
captious or inſnaring deſign ; but my reaſons are _ 3 
| 115 0 be cauſe 


8 | „ 

Becauſe every particular does not at preſent he clear in my 
own mind ; becauſe different perſons are diſagreed about 
your meaniag in theſe points; becauſe ſome friends put ſuch 
queſtions to me, and I ſhould be glad to be better furniſhed 
with proper anſwers to them; and becauſe I think we can- 
not be too exact and nice to keep at a diſtauce from every 
ſpecies and degree, both of Neonomianiſm and Antinomi- 


% 


- aniſm. | | | \ 
I do not expect or deſire a laboured and diſtinct anſwer 
to each queſtion, but have propoſed them all, that you 
may ſee whereabout the ſtreſs of the difficulty lies. Pleaſe 
to favour me with as ſpeedy a reply as you conveniently 
can, and you will exceedingly obbige 
e 993 Your humble Servant 
. Sept. 16, 1758. FVV 
. SAMUEL PIKE. 
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| HANG conſidered your queftions, I ſhould. be glad 
1 J if I could throw my thoughts into any new mould 
or form to render them more plain and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood. In the Churches with us we have indeed had un- 
common opportunities of enlarging our experience, though 
not experience ta be vaunted of. For if our religious hiſ- 
tory were to be faitly extended, it would much reſemble 
that of Jrael; it would be a hiſtory of much divine mercy 
and long - ſuffering ol the one hand, and of much human 
perverſeneſs, folly, and blindneſs on the other. We have 
been conducted to what we have attained of the Chriſtian 
profeſſion, as by the hand of Him who leads the blind in 
paths that they have not known. Many intereſting facts, 
in the courſe of providence, have concurred to throw light 
= 1 ; on 


\ 


(we. Þ 


en various paſſages of Scripture, reſpecting our faith and- 


order. And the more clearly the light has ſhined amon 
us, the corruption of human nature, as oppoſing the Gor 
pel, has ſhewed itſelf among us in the more ſtriking views, 
So that perhaps no people have had more opportunities of 
obſerving how deceitfully that corruption oppoſes and un- 
dermines the Goſpel of the glory of the bleſſed God than 


we. And yet, aſter all the pains that providence has taken 


with us, the truth in its fimplicity is the firſt thing we are 


ready to let flip and loſe ſight of. The caſe of a Chriſtian 


keeping the faith againſt his natural bias, and that of a 
Church doing the ſame as a ſociety, looking diligently leſt 
any man fail of the grace of God, &c. very much reſemble 
and illuſtrate each other. And analogous to both theſe is 
the outward contention with the world about the faith, 
All theſe go hand in hand together: the New-Teſtament 
will not read otherwiſe.— I cannot propoſe to be particular 
here. What paſſes more obſcurely in the minds of indivi- 
duals receives a more diſtinct and explicit form in the com- 


merce of a ſociety joined together as one body. And the 
more public application of the Chriſtian doctrine to caſes in 


the ſociety, affords the moſt forcible inſtruction for directing 
the more private exerciſe of individuals. We have had ac- 


ceſs to ſee the more notable patlnges NY the appea- 
in a remarkable manner, 


rance of Chriſt's kingdom, verifie 
Such as, There are many that are firſt that ſhall be laſt, 
* fc. For judgment Iam come into this world, that th 

* which ſee not might ſee, and that they which ſee might 
ebe made blind. This Child is ſet for the fall, and riſing 
again of many in //rael. And all the trees of the field 


* ſhall know, that I the Lord have brought down the high 
tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the 


green tree, and have made the dry tree to flouriſh : I the 
Lord have ſpoken and have done it. And all the Chur- 
ches ſhall know that I am he that ſearcheth the reins and 


hearts.“ — Many who have held the firſt rank among us 


for Chriſtian knowledge, experience, character, c. have 
on the trial turned out hypocrites and unbelievers. . Of this 
number we have had Prefbyters, or: Miniſters of the word. 


Theſe again have had their place ſupplied by others, who 
had nothing advantageous in their hiſtory, nothing to _— 
E Th | * 3 


5 ( 72 ) | 
bf for their comfort, but Chriſt &rucified. Our enemies 
reproach us greatly for our charity as confined to one ano. 
ther; yet they reproach us with no leſs vehemence for our 
tyrannical ſeverity toward esch other. One would think. 
that theſe reproaches were contradictory ; yet ſo it is, our 
order affords a pretty equal handle or occaſion for both. — 
The more private fight of faith, the more public or ſocial 
labour of love, and the outward contention with the world, 
ever drawing their hatred and contempt, would render the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity an intolerable yoke, were it not 
that it is found and known, that there are ſuch things ag 
Paul ſpeaks of, Conſolation in Chriſt, the comfort of love, 
the fellowſhip of the Spirit, bowels and mercies. We have 
ſeen perſons, whoſe conduct has frequently expoſed them 
to reproof, growing in love from a: ſenſe of much forgive. 
neſs ; while we have ſeen others, of 'a more careful and ex- 
act deportment, lofing all ſavout af the truth, and turning 


out hardened Phariſees. Yea, we have ſeen the hypoeriſy 


of ſuch as pretended to the aſſurance of hope, clearly evin- 
ced. While, on the other hand, we have ſeen others, to 
our cleareſt conviction, growing in that aſſurance without 
any ſhew, noiſe, or pretenſions at all; even while they have 
been growing leſs in their own eyes, their hearts more 

touched with the conviction of fin, and their need of for- 
iveneſs, -and. accordingly more , enlarged with a grateful 
ſenſe of the mercy that ſhines in the atonement, the ſame 
. mercy that relieved the publican. All true growth in 
Chriſtianity, is growing in love to the atonement ; and this 
will always. be in proportion to our daily ſenſe of the need 
of it. Men when firſt enlightened ſee but little of the cor- 
ruption of human nature, as it oppoſes the Wr in com- 
pariſon of what appears afterward on the trial, when they 
are led to look into the perfect law. The very outward 
form of ſubjection to. the new commandment, is a practical 
diſcarding of all differences and diſtinctions, on account of 
which we naturally glory over one another. It is a practi- 
eal declaration, that the ſame righteouſneſs is unto and up- 
on all that believe without differenee. I have laid together 
theſe: disjointed hints of doctrine and facts, that, having 
fome notion of the plan or ſcheme of things I have in vie w 
when I Yyvrite, you may judge with more cafe of the ſenti - 
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ments T would eſtabliſm.—Chriſtianity is ſo unlike any ab- 
tract ſcience, that it may well be ſaid, we know no more 
about it than is inculcated upon us by repeated intereſting 
facts. And in general it maybe faid, that whatever notion 
one has of the Chriſtian experience, it will be found to par- 
take much of the perſons and circumſtances wherein he is 
moſt nearly intereſted. Yet ſtill it muſt be allowed, that. 
room onght to be left for an appeal to the Scripture, to 
rectify our experience, or our miſtaken views of facts. And 
we have this advantage in conſulting the Scripture, that we 
ind there a full account, not only of the Chriftian doari-2,, 
but alſo of the fats which attended its firſt reception, with 
proper remarks on thoſe facts. The general ſtrain of your 
queſtions puts me much in mind of the ſituation of ſome of 
our Churchee, during the weight and influence of ſome 
perſons noted for Chriſtian knowledge and experience, whe 
had left the national Church and joined us. Ta | 
Theſe perſons tho? not much addicted to the more ſelf- 
denied and leſs conſpicuous ſervices, excelled in knowledge, 
—they had got pretty much. above diſquiet on the ſcore of 
pa fag ao high things of their enjoyments, and im- 
preſſions that grace had. made upon their hearts. The 
younger and Jeſs experienced were moved with perplexity 
and envy, ſtriving hard to attain what they admired in others, 
or repining at their decfiiency.— Mean while in the midſt of 
this vain glorying on the one hand, and eavying on the 
other, about impreſſions of grace, the true notion of God's 
grace was inſenſibly wearing out of fight, —till, in proceſs of 
time, it pleaſed providence, by means of the Scripture, ta 
make the bitter root more manifeſt, —to lay open the hypo- 
criſy of fame, and diſentangle the reſt from their ſaare.— 
I have fince ſeen perſons eminent in another way, whoſe ap- 
pearance and language, while reaching eonviction and com- 
manding reſpect, did not ſerve to diſcourage or awaken envy 
in the weakeſt, but on the contxary to embolden them and 
bring them upto the fame level with themſclves;—ia a 
word, to animate all the brotherhood with the ſame confi- 
dence and joy in the truth. This kind of- eminence I 
would deſcribe in the words of Paul, as ſhewing itſelf by 
SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE. This he points out as 
the great ſcope of all the * and means of inſtruction that 
l a Bo God 


I 


God has beſtowed, and as the great antidote againſt” all de- 


eeitful doctrine. 80 he cloſes his reafoning on that head 
thus: That eue henceforth be no more children, tofſed to and 


fro, and carried about with evi:y wind of dofirine. — But 
heating the truth in love, may grow up into bim in all things, 


eohich-1s the head, even Chriſt, When this holds the mott 
eminent place in a Church, it cuts off all occafions of vain 
glory, envy, or repining, and leads the brotherhood to be 
like minded, one towards another, according to Jeſus Chriſt. 


II it be true, that even the angels cannot learn the mani- 
fe wiſdom of God but by the Church, how can any of us 


retend to learn it by any more abſtract method of inſtrue- 
tion? The comforts of the holy Spirit are not promiſed to 
disjoͤinted individuals, each taking care ſeparately to frame 
his heart in the beſt manner: but to brethren walking to- 


gether in unity, to diſciples joined together in one body as 


members, one of another, ſo as by on ſpirit to mourn and 
rejoice together. And as the proſperity of one member 
often diffuſes joy over the whole body, fo again the ſoul 
that enlivens the body, quickens and revives the moſt droop- 
ing members. And if we think of the caſe of believers diſ- 
perſed and deprived of viſible communion, it muſt ſtill be 


- faid, that they enjoy their comforts, not as disjointed indi- 


vid gals, but & members of that one body whereof Chriſt is 
the head : the ſpirit that animates the whole body, leading 


them to join in faying, Our Father, &c. and to long for the 
gathering together of all ſaints at Chriſt's ſecond appearing. 


Our practical treatiſes commonly give directions to belie- 


vers, conſidered as ſo many diſconnected individuals: and 
any unity of ſpirit, commonly cheriſhed among profeſſors, is 


ſuch. as Ureathes after ſome worldly proſperity to the goſpel, 
or rejoices in any fancied preludes toſuch ptoſperity.— Jeſus 


"Chriſt promiſes great conſolation to his diſciples united to- 
getber walking in love, and patiently bearing the hat red of 


the world. Many profeſſors and their teachers, not fond of 


| ſvch union and its obvious conſequences, yet hearing much 
ſaid in the New-Teſtament of the attainments and comforts 


of the firſt Chriſtians, have laboured much to deviſe means 
f enjoying thoſe comſorts ſeparately, in ſome conſiſtency 
with their intereſt, their decent figure, and religious repu- 
tation in tlie world.—Iuſtead of the objects that chiefly 


drew 
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drew the attention of the firſt believers, they have endea- 
voured to fix the chief attention of Chriſtians on a multitude 
of rules reſpecting the particular eonduct of each in his de- 
yout exerciſes, his attendance on ordinances, and tlie frame 
of his heart therein.—Again, on finding that few devout 
ple came up to thoſc rules, many exceptions have beeu 
made from them for the ſake of weak believers ; ſo that it 
is difficult to ſay which of them are abſolutely neceflary or 
binding on the conſcience, or which-not.—Yet the com- 

fort and peace / of tlie more ſerious is chicfty hinged upon 
them. As a proof, how little our practical writers have 
attended to the New "Teſtament, it may be obſerved, that 
when they mention brotherly love, they commonly make 
it one of the laſt or loweſt evidences of a Chriſtian ; ſa that 
many who could find nothing elſe to encourage them, have 
been refreſhed by reflecting that they were not deſtitute of 
ſome general yague ſort of liking to all good people. One 
may ſometimes explain more of his mind by a. brief notice 
of a celebrated writer, than if he wrote a dozen of pages. 
Dr. 9:wen appears worthy of eſteem ſor ſomething 

greater than his being a firſt rate critic, and au indefatizable 
ſtudent; he appears to have known what fleſh and blood 
could not reveal. The ſtreſs he lays on the perſon and: ſa- 
. enhee of Chriſt, as the center and glory of the Chriſtian 
religion, muſt recommend him to all who have any taſte for 
the Goſpel. - But what ſhall we ſay of the force of foreign 
connections? Did not Solomon, King of 7frae!, fin by 
« theſe things? Yet among many nations was there no King 
« like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made bim 
King over all- Iſracl; nevertheleſs, even him did out- 
* landiſh women cauſe to ſin.— The Doctor ſhews great 
knowledge of the Scriptures, of the heavenly glory of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, c. he ſomeway maintains the — . — ; 
notion of faith in its ſimplicity, while he affirms the perſua- 
lion that there is forgiveneſs with God to be faving faith. 
Yet in his very menner of maintaining it, his right arm 
plainly appears to be weakened by a kind of deference to 
the profeſſors of his time, who looked on that notion of 
faith as a' very low one. For while he maintains it, he 
lays, Let none deſpiſe the day of ſmall tbhingr. And he inſiſts 
but ſparingly on that part 2 his ſubject. That deference, 
3 5 2 with 


with other miſtakes partly hinted above, has introduced 
much ſelf-righteous chaff into his practical writings ; ſs 
that even the Scotch Seceeders, the moſt genuine offspring 


of the old Phariſees, have found a pretence for adopting 


them. —Notwithſtanding his uncommon inſight into the 
aature of Chriſt's Kingdom, and 5 he ſhews great 
zeal againſt the Scotch Covenanters, yet he himſelf, eſpeci. 
ally in his Sermons on more public occaſions appears to he 
tainted with certain fond notions about an earthly or natio- 
nal Zion. In the general, our moll ſerious practical writers, 
in proportion as their attention has been drawn off from the 
Folineſr-of the truth. haue ſtrained hard to refine on popular 
piety. And as this commonly does not proceed on well 
fixed or well underftood principles, the more thoughtful 
and ſerious: profeſſors are generally at the greateſt loſs to 
judge o, f their religious or ſpiritual ſtate. ' 
Now to take a more cloſe view of our ſubject, though J 
am not much ſolicitous about order, yet, for my own eaſe, 
I ſhall claſs my thoughts under the following heads : 
1. In judging aright of the Chriſtian exerciſe, it ovght 
well to be remembered, that the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wiſdom, This is a plain common topic. But 
the greateſt perplexities in religious exerciſe, proceed on the 


3 


ran. e miſunderſtanding the plaineſt things. What 


is plain, ſimple and often talked of, is, on that very account, 
ſuppoſed to be well enough underſtood ; fo that frequently. 
when the pinch comes, no clearing of difficulties is expected 


from that quarter. — The wrath of God, revealed from hea- 


ven in Chriſt's death, affords the moſt awful view of divine 


juſtice j and by our apprehenfions of divine juſtice, we 
Have our chief impreſſion of the Iñiving God. The fear of 
divine juſtice, by its forcible operation on the heart, im- 
prints our-ſirft and ſtrongeſt apprehenſion af the living agency 
of God. This fear is — to inful man, but the Goſ- 
pel enforces it, and cuts off all evaſions.Now all the com- 
forts of the Goſpel, firſt and laſt, hold pace with, and are 
ꝓ joned to this fear. To uſe a familiar ſimilitude, even 


a child delights in the ſmiles of its father, in proportion as 
it dreads his frown. When the Churches in Judea had reſt, 
they walked in the fear of the Lord, and the, comfort of 
the Holy Ghaſt.— As our natural fear is enſotced 1 
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Adcath of. Chtiſt, ſo, in his reſurrection, we ſee the living 
agency of God no leſs manifeſt, in healing ard making 
alive, than it appeared before in wounding and killing. 


When we do not remember that Chriſt died under the di- 


vine frown, we ſee no extraordinary miracle in his reſurrec- 


tion. At moſt we think of it only as on a footiug with 


, 


the reſurre&ion of Lazarus, or. the forming of Adam from 


the duſt, and. breathing into him the breath of life. But 
when we think of him, as dying under the curſe of the di- 
vine law, yet rifing again even from that death to reign in 


| Ife at God's right hand eternally, we behold a diſplay of 


power or living ageney far beyond that which created the 
world, _ The Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of this matter as too 
grand for words to expreſs, when he. calls it the exceſſive 
greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the energy of the ſtrength of his power, which he wrought 


in Chriſt when he raiſed him from the dead and ſet him at 
his own right hand in the heavenly places, &c. And all this 


power is no other than the pawer of the divine ſmile, or the 
complacence.of that love which burned with ſuch jealouſy 


againſt fin in Chriſt's death. This power is conveyed to 


men by the divine teſtimony, and is effectual ſo far as that 


teſtimony is believed or underſtood. This is the power 


that quickens them who are dead in fins, firſt commanding 
belief, then working effectually in them believing, encou- 
raging them in all their patience aud obedience, aud at laſt 


bringing them to reign in life. 


2, Many at their firſt convictions, and afterwards in the 
courſe of their profeſſion, are held in great perplexities, 
not as would ſeem at firſt view from their. exceſs of fear, 


but in reality by their. entertaining partial and contracted 
News of their guilt and danger. There is a great difference 


betwixt the anxiety of the Phariſee labouring under the 


complaint, What lack 1-yet ? and the conviction of one 
who is at his wit's end about himſelf: and who, like the 


Publican in the parable, ſees nothing about himſelf but what 


the former being but half ſick, needs not ſuch a phyſician 


ict, repining greatly at his deficiencies, and be wa 


conſtitutes, him a ſinner, and expoſes him to the wrath to 
come. To the latter, the Goſpel proves glad tidings ; but 


das the Goſpel exhibits. , He ma; indeed uudergo much dif- 
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earneſt in praying for power and aſſiſtance to ſupply them 

but ſtill this thought lurks in his mind, that he has or 
fſhould have ſome principle at bottom, which, if properly 
aſſiſted, might yield him relief. So his mind is quite 
eſtranged from the Goſpel, which ſpeaks of all that is need- 
ful to relieve him as already done: and we may be very ſure 
that every one who finds no relief, no joy in the ſimple re- 
port of the Goſpel, is at bottom labouring under ſome ſuch 

thought. And the beſt ſervice that can be done him, is, 
laying aſide all ſoothing and falſe tenderneſs, to deal roundly 
and plainly with him as an enemy to God and the Goſpel ; 
for till he be brought to view himſelf in this light, even as 
- ungodly and without ſtrength, he can never ſee the cxcel- 
lency of that grace which reconciles enemies. He may in- 
_ deed be apparently very low, but he is not yet weak enough 
to be helped by the grace of the Goſpel. _ 

3. It mult always be kept in mind, that Chriſtianity is 
a ſupernatural ſcheme, and all its influence among men 
wholly of the ſovereign good pleaſure of God. When 
Teachers, liftning to the dictates of carnal wiſdom, begin 
to deviſe the propereſt methods of propagating a profeſſion 
of religion, they muſt ſoon fall into great miſtakes. - And 
the bad influence of thoſe miſtakes will fall more immediately 
and heavieſt on the more ſeriors hearers.—One principal 
miſtake is a falſe tenderneſs for thoſe under concern, The 
Teacher's fondneſs to encourage. every appearance of reli- 
gious concern leads him to foſter that very principle which 
3 watchfully to be checked in all religious people, 
and which proves the chief ſource of darkneſs and anxiety 
to. the more ſerious and thoughtful. But ares wi Tea- 

cher has his limits preſcribed him. It is not his bufineſs to 
deviſe what may be the propereſt means for promoting the 
intereſt of Chriſtianity. His charge is to- hold fa the 
faithful word, to keep the commandment without ſpot, un- 
rebukeable, be the conſequence what it will, let it prove 
the ſavour of life or the ſavonr of death to whom it may. 
In doing this he may offend and loſe his molt valuable friend, 
and at the ſame time ſave his greateſt enemy; he may offend 


ſiome of the moſt wiſe, devout and experienced, and he may 


gain ſome of the fooliſh, the deſpicable and froward. The di- 
rection of the influence of the Goſpel is none of „ 
1 | : F * 4 | . g 


Chriſt Jeſus having no conſidence in himſelf, the more emi- 


3 F 
In all this it becomes him to ſubmit to the divine ſove- 
reignty, and mind the poſt aſſigned him. He muſt not 
diſtruſt the efficacy of the faithful word, becauſe ef the lit- 
tle ſucceſs it has in the world, or becauſe it may ſeem too 
mple, weak and iuſipid to anfwer the end propoſed. He 
mult always bear in mind that the fooliſhneſs of God is 
wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of God ftronger than 
men. | | Pe 
4. A perſon, by being brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, is not thereby led to think himſelf poſſeſſed of ſome 
ood principle, by which he ſtands more nearly related to 
God than he was, or than other men. His comfort does 
not lie in thinking on any thing about himſelf or any change 
he has undergone, but he is comforted in thinking on what 
is without him, on what is abſent from him, even on what 
is in heaven. And in this very thing conſiſts any good 
change he has undergone. However much his outward 
conduct may appear to others changed to the better, yet 
as he is now taught to fear God, to look into his perfect 
law, and to ſee his own infide in another manner than 
formerly, he perceives himſelf to be more eminently an ob- 
jet for mercy and forgiveneſs, And thus, though he is 
far from finding reaſon to count himſelf a better man, yet 
ſo often as the diſcovery of mercy comforts him, he is very 
ſenſible - that be is a happier man. And the more manifeſk 
this appears in his profeſſion, I mean, that he rejoices in 
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nently does he appear as an object of brotherly love and eſteem, 1188 

and the more eminently uſeful does he prove as an helper 14 

to the faith and joy of his brethren. Brotherly love and joy in 005 

the truth go hand in hand together. When brotherly love 1 

is kindled, and enlarged by the appearance of joy in the | 1 
; 


truth, we are not led to think of any human excellency that 14 
can lay a foundation for vain glorying on the one hand or 14 
envy on the other, but we are affected in like manner as | 11 
Paul ſays the churches in Judea were, on hearing that he, ö 1 


from a perſecutor, had become a bold friend of the trutlß 
lays he, © They glorified God in me,” TOR FS 1 
5. We are no nearer to God when we are diſpoſed to 
entertain the moſt favourable view of our own religious cha- 
rater, but the contrary. God preſerves his people from q |. 
ST. | = zpoſtacy #9 


n putting his fear in their hearts, FOIL from 
time. to time every advance of their ſelf confidence. It 
takes a great deal both of awful inſtruction and mortifying 
events to make profeſſors thoroughly underſtand, that not 
for their our righteouſneſs, nor the uprightneſs of their hearts, 
do they go in to poſſeſs the inheritance. Many a profeſ- 
ſor, long kept in bondage by partial views of. his defects, 
has been happily relieved by Tome event driving the nail to 
the head, and enforcing a. clear conviction. that he was ſtark 
ht. Here I might venture an appeal to the conſciences 
= of all who have taffed that the Lord is gracious, if when 
fhey have loſt fight of every promiſing fign about them- 
ſelves, have ſeen various guilt aggravated with much ingra- 
titude ſtaring them in the face, have found nothing but the 
atonement to ſtand betwixt them and the wrath to come, 
and by that alone have been.encouraged to pour forth their 
hearts before God; if it was not then, I ſay, that they expe- 
rienced the moſt refreſhing and moſt eniboldening ſenſe of 
God's favour ? So true is it that the Lord taketh pleaſure 
in them that fear him, in thoſe that hope in his mercy. 
Ile takes moſt pleaſure in men, when they can take leaſt 
and ſee leaſt reaſon for it in themſelves. The bleſſings pro- 
nounced by Chriſt in Matth. ch. v. evidently proceed upon 
this. view of things.—Hence we may ſee when men may 
praperly be faid to be edified by what they hear. They 
are edified, if what they hear ſerves to daſh the reſtleſs and 
ever advancing principle of ſelf confidence, if it brings them 
to lower thoughts of themſelves and more enlarged views 
of the dirine grace, ſo leads them to join with the Gentiles, 
who from tbe. beginning glorified God for his mercy. —— 
Hence we may {ee how unfit the common addreſſes at the 
end of ſermons to believers, as diſtinguiſhed from the care- 
leſs and unconcerned, are to promote the buſineſs of true 
eification. Theſe addreſſes ſerve rather to ſend away thoſe, 
who have any claim to the former deſignation, ſelf-latished 
with a conceit of their diſtinction, their orthodoxy, c. 

6. Thoſe illuminations and taſtings of the good word of 
God, by which men are enabled to make the Chriſtian pro- 
fellion, ſo as to become objects of brotherly love, and which 

are the ſcource of ſpiritual gifts for the edifying of the 
On cannot * bl themſclves juſtly be — | 
J 


| MW} | 
by thoſe who have had them, as proofs of their being 


proper fruits and proofs of faith? but rather as the water- 


ings of the Spirit ſerving to bring forth fruit. 'Theſe may 


take place with a very advantageous and promiſing appear- 
ance, and yet not accompany ſalvation. In diſtinction 
from theſe Paul ſays to the Hebrews ;“ But, beloved, 
1 we are ꝓerſuaded better things of you, and things that 
% accompany ſalvation: — your work and labour of love, 
Ke. But as to the fore · mentioned illuminations or water- 


ings, he ſays in the fame context; „the earth which drink- 


eth in the rain which cometh oft upon it, and bringeth 
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, receiveth 


«bleſſing from God: But that which beareth thorns and 


« briers is rejected and nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 
« be burged.”” The fixth chapter of Paul's epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, -whence I have been quoting theſe paſſages, 


ought to be carefully conſidered by all who would form juſt 


notions of the chriſtian exerciſe.— So much does the more 
refined ſelf-righteous labour aſſume the form and language 
of the good fight of faith, that no fixed invariable judg- 


ment can be formed of any man's ſtate but by his patient 


eontinuance in well-doing unto the end.— No mortal can 
attain to any ſuch aſſurance of hope but that he ſtill finde 
himſelf occaſionally in hazard of looſing it, {till finds reaſon 


with Paul to take heed leſt, while he benefits others, he 


himſelf ſnould prove a caſt a-way. Therefore the Apoſtle 
in the forementioned chapter ſays, And we deſire that 


every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence to the full 


« aſſuranet of hope unto the end. And Chriſt in Match. 


xxiv. fore warning his. diſciples of the power and prevalence 


of decent, and of the love of many waxing cold, gives the 
word of encouragement in this form.“ But he that ſhall 


« endure unte the end, the ſame 4hall be ſaved. So in his 


addreſſes to the ſeven churches of Afia, the promiſe is 
always directed to him that overcometh 3 and to one of 
them in particular, To him that overcometh and keepeth 


* my works unto the end.” And it is remarkable that he 
judges of the ſpiritual ſtate of them all by their works, as he 
begins his addreſs to each af the Churches, ſaying, J kuow 


Neither 


Chriſtians. © They cannot, I ſay, juſtly conſider theſe as the 


—— — 
r 
* 
3 P 
oY 
__— 


+ — 
— Mt 


= — — 
— — — — 
* ” 

— 


W 
1 - —_ — F< I 


” 
1 
Fd 
* — * 
— 
OI 2 


. ; C. , | 
7. Neither the joy attending the firſt belief of the truth; 
nor the additional conſolation attending the work of love, 
is obtained in the way of advancing any claim upon God; 
When a man firſt knows the truth, when he is firk taught 
thereby to draw near to God, he is led, even in the 
aſſurance of faith, to be at mere merey for his falvation. I 
need not ſtay to illuſtrate this. With reſpect to the other 
daſe, we muſt conſider a man as ſome way engaged in the 
profeſſion of love to that truth, which ſerves in various re- 
pects to abaſe his own pride and expoſe him to the hatred 
of the world; we muſt conſider him, 1 ſay, as thus intro- 
duced into a new ſcene of diſoouragements. To give re- 
lief in the midſt of theſe the additional conſolation is be- 
ſtowed. And when he enjoys ity he is furpriſed at the 
mercy that appears in it, and is ready to cry ut, Whence 
t this to me! Eren as thoſe who are brought to fulneſs of 
joy at laſt in the divine preſence will be be ready to cry, 
Lord, when ſaw we thee and miniſtered unto thee !— Py 
this abundant ſenſe of merey and kindneſs, he is emboldened 
to hope and look for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
4 Chriſt unto eternal Life. Paul, ſpeaking of the ad- 
' ditional conſolation, is filled with thankful ſurpriſe at the 
glory: of divine mercy appearing! init, 4 Bleſſed he God, 
* ſays. he, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort; who com- 


« foxteth us in all our tribulations for as the ſufferingg 


« of Chrift abound in us, ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth 
* by Chriſt.““ W 4** if BY. el 1 Ledi + en 1252 HU 
8. We muſt not conſider the perſon advancing to the 
aſſurance of hope as engaged in a certain round of duties, 
ſo as his comfort ſhould ariſe from a conſciouſneſs of bis 
performing or deſiring to perform them from right motives, 
let them. be called motives ariſing from the faith or by any 
other name. Thus the Chriſtian. profeſſion would become a 
phariſaical ſcheme. We muſt rather conſider him, as, at 
the 'riſk of all other evils, feeking ſhelter from the greateſt 
in the ſociety of Chriſt. and his Diciples. Now a man may 
labour under many diſcouragements, and find himſelf in va- 
rious reſpe&s obnoxious to the curſe of the divine law, and 
yet his heart not condemn-him-as. deſtitute of love to the 
revelation of divine mercy and thoſe who hope in — 
333 * / * 
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And ſuch are they whom God comforts by his holy ſpirit, 
ſcaling them to the day of redemption. While they appear 
in the eyes of the world, and in their own eye, as outcaſts and, 
fit to be rejected, God claims them as his people, he chuſes 
them and cauſes them to approach unto him. According to 
what was before cited from Pſalm cxlvii. he ſhews them 
that he takes pleaſure in them, Thus their joy is made 
full, not by any chain of reaſoning evincing a change of 
their ſtate, not by reflecting how right and genuine their 
former exerciſes have been, but hy ſuch an abundant ſenſe 
of the divine love ſhewed in the atonement' as leaves no 
room for, ſo caſts out the tormenting fear of coming ſhort 
of eternal enjoyment. And this ſenſe of love is ſuch as 
emboldens the heart, even when entertaining the moſt aw- 
fal apprehenſions of the divine juſtice, and the inviolable. 
connection between the curl: of the divine law and every 
the leaſt tranſgreſſion of it: For it gives boldneſs {even in 
thinking of the day of judgment, where that juſtice meets 
the thonghts in its moſt awful view. But not to enlarge 
on the various conſiderations that ariſe here, and the many 
paſſages of Scripture that ſerve to illuſtrate this ſubject, - 
_ take ſome notice of an objection that may occur to 
| fene, | - 6424.5. 
= 9. If it be ſuſpected that this doctrine has a-ſelf-righte- 
ous tendency becauſe of what is ſaid above, that thoſe who 
are favoured with this enjoyment are perſons whoſe hearts 
condemn them not as deſtitute of Love; if this be objected, 
I ſay, it may immediately be retorted, What do they love? 
For J all along conſider perſons as in the exerciſe of love 
when favoured with enjoyment. May not a perſon, while. 
ſeeing nothing about himſelf but what expoſes him to the 
wrath to come; at the ſame time love the doctrine of for- 
giveneſs? Again, how are his thoughts employed when he, 
is in the exerciſe of love? Are not his thoughts then em- 
ployed with dclight in reflecting on the revealed righteouſ- 
neſs, the infinite value of the atonement, the mercy that 
Provided it, c. or complacency in thoſe who hope in that: 
mercy. His thoughts are not then employed in ſolacing 
himſelf by reſlecting how) genuine, pure, and upright. his 
love is z yet while he is in the exerciſe of love to the truth, 
his heart cannot condemn him as deſtitute of that love. On 
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the other hand it is proper to remember, that the many aw-. 
ful cautions given by John in his firſt epiſtle are highly ne- 
cefſary for repelling the pretenſions of profeſſors to high. 
attainments, while their conſciences muft condema them as. 
making a profeſſion of the truth, without the love of it; they 
are neceſſary to prevent others from being deceived by ſuch 
pretenders; and they are fit to beget in ſuch a conviction of 
1 to lead them to the atonement. for remiſſion, and 
fo to kindle in them the love of the trug. | 
10. The difference betwixt faith and experience, or en- 
_ - joyment, ought to be well attended to. Any ſinner, back- 
. lider, or apoſtate, coming to the knowledge of the truth, 
finds. immediately relief to his guilty conſcience in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to-day and for ever. The truth 
erer remains as an open ſanctuary to the diſtreſt, as an- 
anchor of hope for the wretched.— But many receive the 
word with joy and endyre for a while, who yet in the time 
of temptation fall away. - Their love abates and waxes cold 
upon the trial of faith. Now the holy Spirit as the com- 
forter is promiſed and is given to thoſe who continue in 
Chriſt's word, even to-thoſe, whoſe love upon the trial, in- 
ſtead of abating, increaſcss: And when the divine love is 
ſhed abroad in a man's heart by the holy Spirit, he is not 
reaſoned out of his diſquieting fear of coming ſhort, but his 
fear is expelled by enjoyment. Conſider what John in his 
firlt epiſtle ſays concerning love perſedad with us, and I pre- 
ſume you wall find he can mean nothing elſe but enjoyment. + 

Even the ſame thing that the prophet has in view, when, 
fumming up the happineſs of the redeemed Church, he ſays, 
I Hoeſea ii. 20. And tbou ſbal know the Lord. The ſame 
that Paul ſtill longed for, after he had entertained large 
apprehenfions of the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
That I may know him and the power of his reſurrection, 
* and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made conform- 
6 able unto his death; if by any means I may attain unte 
4 s the reſurrection of the dead. Every degree of that en - 
joyment heightens the longing for the fulb enjoymeat at the 
reſurrection. So oft as the meaneſt believer ſpeaks che 
truth in love, prays in the Holy Ghoſt, or gives a cup of 
cold water from affection to Chriſt, ſo many advances -docs- 
he make toward the full aſſurance of hope 3 — 


— ͤꝓ ̃ . — —— — 1 2 — 


. | (Wh 
vy exereiſe. And there is no Chriſtian, however highly 
advanced in rich experience, but ſtill needs the exhortation 
to follow after charity, even as the-proſpe& of greater bleſ- 
ſedneſs to be longed for and enjoyed {till opens wider to 
his view. Before we leave this head, it is proper to reflect, 
that as love is perfected by enjoyment ſo likewiſe faith is 
perſected by fight, or the preſence, of what was before 
known merely by report; remembering always, that on 
this ſide the grave there is no perfection of either by any 
proper preſence of the things believed and loved: while yet 
they receive ſach a perfection in the way af earneſt or fore- 
_ taſte by the holy Spirit taking the things of Chriſt, and 
ſhewing them to his people, as cannot well be deſcribed but. 
by language borrowed from the glorified ſtate. Accord- 
ingly we find the ſcripture frequently borrows the language 
which moſt properly belongs to that ſtate, in order to de- 
ſcribe ſuch a perfection of faith and love, as takes place 
even in thoſe who, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, are yet 
abſent from the I. ord.— When Abraham's faith was per- 
fected by works, he ſaw in a figure what he had before 
heard of in the promiſe.— It is true, his fight was as of an 
object at a diſtance and not properly preſent. And this is 


one way the Scripture uſes to mark the difference between 


the perfection of faith in the preſent and that in the future 
ſtate. Vet his ſight was ſuch as greatly-increaſed his joy. 
He ſaw the day of Chriſt afar off and was glad, or, as one 
of the Greek expreſſions imports, greatly -rejoiced 3 that 
_ bleſſing was confirmed to him, and he was called the Friend 
of God. Now to apply what has been ſaid to our ſubject, it 
will be obſerved, that, when the additional conſolation above 
ſpoke of takes place, faith receives a great confirmation by 
a new kind of evidence, even a ſort of preſence of the things 
believed. The perſon who was before perſuaded by the 
evidence ariſing from the bare report that Jeſus is the ſon 
of God, the Chriſt, or God's Anointed, is more abundant - 
ly aſſured that he is the anointed, when he comes to partake 
vith.him in that ſame oil of joy and gladneſs wherewith he 
was anointed. -, The Apaftle John, who writes his firſt 
epiſtle to direct believers how to be aſſured of their intereſt 
in Chriſt, or to know that they have etetnal life, plainly 
Points at the conſirmation of faith by this new Kind of evi- 
Lat e 5505 3” e be ee 
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dence; when he fays, © Theſe things have I written unte 
* you that believe on the name of the ſon of God, that 
„ ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
* may believe on the name of the Sen of God.” For they 
who receive the Spirit of adoption and partake with Chriſt 
in the freedom of ſons, have in themſelves an experimental 
prof that Jeſus is the Son of God.Nor can it be imagin- 
ed that the holy Spirit, in giving this rich experience and 
freedom, acts in the leaſt aſide from or beyond the line of the 
Scripture; for he gives it, while he acts as the ſoul, energy 
and efficacy of thoſe promiſes and conſolatery ſayings, which 
Chriſt left with his diſciples on the earth, for this very pur- 
| eee yr bodily-diftance from them, they might 
have his joy fulfilled in them, and their joy mighit be full, 
At this place it may be added, that the ſpirit of God in 
his whole work on the hearts of men, never ſpeaks of him- 
felf, nor learns: men to talk high things of his work upon 
them, but he glorifies/Chriſt, and leads all in whom he 
dwells to glory only in the work finifſied by Chriſt. 
11. When a man walks in love, he has fellowſhip with 
God, and enjoys the light of his countenance. But when, 
by turning aſide from the holy commandment, he grieves 
the holy Spirit, then he loſes that enjoyment. All his 
former experiences, however great and rich, cannot yield 
bin the leaſt comfort here; they rather ſerve to heighten 
his pain, and to give him ground to fear, that he is like the 
ground that has been often rained on; yet brought forth only 
briers and thorns. Vea, nothing can relieve him but that 
bare truth to which profeſſors are fo loath to he reduced as 
their only rt ſouree for comfort; and I will add, even that 
dare truth which is the ſole ſpring of joy and delight to 
thoſe who are favoured with the higheſt enjoyments of the 


true kind. And when his conſcience is thus relieved from 


the crying ſenſe of guilt, his love may, perhaps, continue to 
work for ſome time ainidſt fear and painful deſire, till it be 
again perfected or crowned with enjoyment. Vet it no way 
comradiQt the doctrine now advanced: to maintain, that it 
is very konſiſtent with a perſon's wülking in the light, and 
Injaying fellowyſip with God, to find daily need for the 
Iilcod of Jeſus Chriſt his Som to tlearfe from all fin. Ven; 
46 ti ue is. his, that the Apoſtle in the very next verſe ſays 

Ane ſay that we have tio fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 
« the truth is not in us.“ | 2 | 
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12. Perhaps the queſtion will ſtill be urged, If profeſſorz 
ought always to entertain a 'fear whether they belong to 
Chriſt or not? My anſwer is, It would be happy for them, 
if they could heartly entertain it, till it be expelled by 
that joy whith no one can take from them. But the great 
difficulty is how to awaken and keep alive this fear, and 
make profeſſors duly ſenſible of this, that if any man have 
not the ſpirit and temperof Chrift, he is none of his. We 
are but too ready on every kindly taſting of the good word 
of God, to miſtake the watering for the fruit, and ſecretl 
to conclude that our ſtate is at bottom ſafe and good —T 
have hitherto abſtracted pretty much from the conſideration 
of joys manifeſtly hypocritical, that are bred and cheriſhed 
by corrupt doctrine. To theſe indeed the fear I am ſpeak- 
ing of, is very hoſtile and deſtructive; but it is very R 
to the apoftolic joy and peace in believing, and ſerves to diſ- 
pel the clouds and miſtakes that intercept that jay. . If 
Teachers would conſult to the beſt advantage the perſeve- 
fance and improyement of profeſſors, they muſt imitate and 
concur with the divine conduct. God preſerves his people 
| by putting his fear in their hearts, A Teacher then, who 

would — together with God in this matter, muſt ſtudy 
to keep alive a ſenſe of his fear on the mind of himſelf an 
his brethren. And as God no where appears more awf 
than in the revelation of his grace, Paul ſays. Where- 
* fore we receiving a kingdom, which cannot be mov 
{+ let us hold the grace whereby we may ſerve God accep- 
© rably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a con- 
ſuming fire.” And this reverence is attended with fear and 
| ſralonſy-about ourſelves, ſhewing the need of watehfulneſa 
and ſelf-examination. Paul writing to thoſe about whom. 
he obſerved. the ſureſt tokens. accompanying ſalvation, after 
an awful reference to the caſe of Iſrael, adds, Let us 
* therefore fear, left a promiſe being left us of entering; into 
* his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to come-ſhort of it.“ 
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that ſelf. examination and jealouſy belong to love, and in 
the exerciſe of theſe it is kindled and ĩnereaſed; and every 
_ exerciſe of love is attended with fome degree of comfort. 
For let the enquiry afford ever ſo much room for conviction, 
a man cannot properly be ſaid to be grieved for his fin, but 
when the amiable worthineſs of the atonement melts his 
heart.—Beſides, the fear of coming-ſhort muſt, in the nature 
of the thing, take place i in alt caſes where an amiable object 
or great benefit is in proſpect, and the hazard of lofing it 
great; and that fear cannot properly be abated but by ſome 
degree of poſſeſſion or enjoyment. One can ſcarce do a 
greater hurt to profeſſors, than by indulging them in the 
thought that they are at bottom poſſeſſed of ſome inherent 
good principle. All the admonitions of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles proceed on a very different ſentiment. They evi- 
dently i intimate the great danger profeſſors were in of being 
deceived, of loſing and letting flip what they had heard and 
Pa Hence fo, many awful cautions like theſe; © If 
'a man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch and i is 
% whithered.—If y ye continue in the faith, and be not moved 
« away from the hope of the Goſpel, &c.“ But it would be 
endleſs to produce quotations here.—A Teacher runs no 
riſque of -exceedin g in urging the motives of fear, which al- 
ys ariſe ſtrongeſt from the doQrine of divine grace. For 
God-himſclf hath taken the charge of comforting- his peo- 
ple. And he is ever faithful to his word. He ever takes 
Pleaſure in them that fear him. The promiſe of Chriſt 
never fails; If a man love me he will keep my words; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him 
« and make our abode with him.“ It will be found 
that the ſtrain of doctrine which is beſt adapted to repreſs 
ſelf-confidence, is fitteſt to encourage the weak and broken-. 
hearted. —I have "reaſon hikewiſe to conclude, that thoſe 
who are readieſt to ſuſpect their own hypocriſy, ſooneſt 
arrive at ſome experience of love perkected with them; even 

as I have found thoſe who entertain moſt freely the convic- 
tion of their covetouſneſs and worldly mindedneſs, ſooneſt 
led with chearfulneſs to abound in the works of mercy. — 
Along with theſe miſcellaneous reflections I ſhall here hint 
an illuſtration of our main point. The additional conſola- 
| tion, I tay, holds * with the work of love, in ĩts * 
on, 
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ſion, patience, obedience or ſuffering. And it held . pace 2 
with it in this manner. James deſcribing the man who 1s 


influenced by the Goſpel to obey it, ſays, This man ſhall be 


bleſſed in His deed or in his doing. It will throw light upon 


this if we remember what Paul ſays of the Macedonians ; 
In a great trial of affliction, ſays he, the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto. the riches of 


«their liberality.” The Apoſtle viewing this, calls it, 


ce beſtowed upon them from God. Take alſo two other 
inftances.—* Ye took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods, 
« knowing in yourſelves, &'c.—They departed from the 
e preſence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
« worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name.” —See alſo the 
« bleſſings in Matt. v. chap. _ | hr RY 


Not to enlarge on the var! 
this importaut and copious ſubject, I ſhall here briefly ſum 
up wy illuſtrate what has been ſaid and aimed at in theſe 
three particulars: —— _ | N | 

1. Divine grace in its whole progreſs among men bears 
always the appearance of grace reigning through righteouſneſs. 
When it firſt dawns upon the ungodly, ſpeaking peace to 
thoſe afar off, and giving light to them that fit in darkneſs; 
it appears in the divine gift of a perfect and unſpotted righ- 


teouſneſs. And in all the ſubſequent favours it beſtows on 


them that believe, it always meaſures them out in propor- 
tion to their conformity to that righteonſneſs, or in other 


vVords, to the effect the — of that righteouſneſs 


bas upon them. This will more fully appear at laſt, when 
the whole reward of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, even the ſum 
total of all that grace hath provided, will be diſtributed to 
every believer according to his works. Bleſſedneſs and ho- 


lineſs always keep pace till the perfect day, when that ſay- 


ing ſhall be fully verified, Bleſſed and holy is he that hath 
part in the rl reſurrection. This connection muſt 
always be preſerved inviolable. Otherwiſe, the Chriſtian 
profeſſion will be indefenſibly obnoxious to the reproach of 
encouraging fin, becauſe grace abounds : a reproach 
highly malicious as pointed againſt the true Goſpel. 

2. Grace in its whole progreſs muſt appear divine or ſo- 
vereign; for when we loſe fight of Sovereignty, we loſe 
bght of Deity. It is of God that one man comes to the 


ous conſiderations that ariſe on 
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light, while an6ther remains in darkneſs. It is of God that 
the love of one profeſſor warms upon the trial and is ac- 
cordingly crowned with conſolation, while that of another 
waxes cold. It is given you,” ſays Paul, „in the behalf 
of Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer 
for his ſake.” Fames commenting on the proverb which 
deſcribes God, as giving grace to the humble, gives the 
ſenſe of it thus, Ze giveth more grace, even more of that 
ſame grace, which firſt appeared in bringing the favoured 


perſon to the knowledge of the truth, and teaching him 


humble ſubje&ion to it. So from the firſt difplay of 
grace to the laſt, it is always more of that ſame grace.— 
For whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall 
have abundance ; and whoſoever hath not, from him 
« ſhall be taken, even that which he ſeemeth to have. 
This view among others may be included in theſe words, 
& I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious; and 
alſo in theſe, of his fulneſs have we received, and grace 


&« for grace.“ See alſo Rom. viii. 28—3 1. For the origi- 


nal grace that gave Chriſt to die for the elect, will as cer- 
tainly have its full effect in bringing the whole redeemed 
Church to perfect holineſs and happineſs at laſt; as the word 
addreſſed to the firſt man and woman, which ſet in motion 
the courſe of nature (he fruitful and multiply) has been ef- 
fectual to produce all the generations of men that have 
fince inhabited the earth. If we enquire at the moſt higbly 
favoured and beſt experienced Diſciples, we ſhall find taat 
their ſenſe of things correſpones with this. Have they by 
patient continuance in obedience to the truth, arrived at a 


ſettled conſciouſneſs that they love it? What does this con- 


ſciouſneſs amount to? Why, it amounts to this, They are 
conſcious they love that truth which clearly evinces their own 
utter naughtineſs, and the boundleſs all- ufficiency of divine 

race. TY 

| 1 3. Joy in God is always proportionate to the impreſſions 
of his fear. The ſmiles of a Deity that hates not fin, are 
no better than the ſmiles of an harlot The like may be 
ſaid of that charity which ſome call catholic ; which can 
never yield any degree of the ancient comfort of love. —- 
If we look through the Scriptures we find that God hath 
made room fer the higheſt manifeſtations of his kindneſs, by 
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the deepeſt impreſſions of his fear. Not to infiſt on the 
unparalleled caſc of the firſt-born among many brethren ; 
ſee the caſe of 7/aiah, ch. vi. of Daniel, ch. xi. of John, 
Rev. i. and of the three Diſciples on the Holy Mount, 


And how great will the contralt of fear and joy be at laſt; 


when the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a 
ſhout ! 
poſed by one of our men, whoſe character was of univerſal 
weight in the Churches with us, who held the firſt rank for 
ſpeaking the truth in love; and who, though he ſhewed na 
pretenſions above the meaneſt member, yet appeared to our 


conviction* remarkably growing in the aſſurance gf hope. 
He died a few months ago. ; 


IH HEN to my fight thou, God, 6 Ohegrss 
[Pm fil d with ſudden fear, | 
Thy juſtice with uplifted arm 


O*erwhelms me with deſpair. 


The former ſigns of grace no more | 
Relieve my troubled heart, 3 1 
And paſt experiences of love 
Add torture to my ſmart. 


What fhall I do ? My prayers and tears 
Are impious in thy fight: © | 
Jan remov'd from thee as fur. 


Al. darbneſs from the light. 


It there ns room for mercy left ? 
I. grace for ever gone? 
Ell mind the years of thy right hand, 
And wonders thou haſt done. | 


How to be one with ſons of men, 
Immanuel did not feorn, 

And how from Mary's virgin ] md 

The holy child was born. 


ll mind the anjetenk of the loves 
' MWiich in his breaſt did burns 


I ſhall cloſe theſe refleQions with a Hymn, com- 


. 
© When all the wrath of God for ſin 
pon his ſoul did turn. 


OD did the Father's deareſt Son 
So mourning'to the Grave? 
And did he die for fin, that grace 
Might dying finners ſuve? 


See from the dead the Prince of liſe . 

In glory bright appears ! | ; 
A further proof of love PII ſeek ; 

T bis quiets all my fears. 


This ſtream of light within the cha 
Sure token is of grace : ; 


| Where wrath did frown, ſee mercy ſmiles 
From lovely Feſus' face, 


_ This fign of love my foul relieves ; 
Tit eaſe from all my pain: 
J will riot bluſh to ſee thee, God, 
" Becauſe the Lamb was ſlain. © 


Since I wrote the preliminary part of this long letter, 
I have had the ſatisfaction of reading two Sermons of 
yours lately. publiſhed, bearing for a common title, Saving 
| Groce, Sovereign Grace. And it is with pleaſure I find 
myſelf thereby compelled to add to the common addreſs of 
civility, that of affe&ion, : 

Dear Sir, By theſe two diſcourſes you have ſtormed my 
heart and taken it, By reading them I was reminded of 
the words of Peter, If any man ſpeat, let him ſpeak as the 
oracles of God; and thoſe of Job, how forcible are right 
wordt —Confidering what freedom I have uſed in cenſur- 
ing, I may well be allowed to commend alittle without the 
imputation of flattery. Every new glance I take of the 
two Diſcourſes gives me freſh: pleaſure. They incline me 
to forget that ever any diſpute ſubſiſted between us. Are 
we then agreed about the character of God? Then it 
would ſeem we cannot diſcord greatly hereafter, unleſs | 
through ſome latent miſtake, about that wherein we 175 
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profeſs agreement.— Now while I find myſelf obliged to 
confel⸗ a new affection for you, I find myſelf at the ſame 
time conſtrained to uſe a more intimate kind of freedom; 
not as formerly, that kind of freedom which is directed b 
the ſhy jealouſy of a ſtranger, but that which is influence 


by the intereſted concern of a friend. — Vet I have no ani- 
madverſion to make on the two Sermons but what is ſug- 
geſted by the Sermons themſelves. How unſuitable is 
Page roth and the application to that uncommon boldneſs 
and purity with which the doctrine is maintained in the 
general ſtrain of the two diſcourſes. But not to enlarge 
at preſent, I ſhall in the mean time, hoping the incon- 
gruity will appear to yourevn refle&ion, ſubſcribe , 


' * Dear Sir, 
"Your AfeBionate Friend, 


an. 20, 1 | 
9 SOOT: ROBERT SANDEMAN. 


2 E 7 T E R Ix. 
| Robert Sandeman to Sandbel Pike, 


| Occasioned by ſome hints drdp'd.i in a private 
Letter from SAMUEL Pixx, which are re- 
ferred to, and quoted i in this. 


* ny 
T was 8 on 8 you agreed with me in aan 
views of particular men or books, but on apptchending | 
you to be a hearty friend to ſovereign grace, that my friendly 
regard for you commenced. I thought, What could 
more a man to deſcribe it ſo clearly, to appear ſo ſingular 
in . doctrine about it, and that ſo publicly, not Lerch 
om 
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the pulpit but alſo from the preſs, as one diſpoſed-to riſqu 
his whole reputation upon it, if he did not heartily love it, 


And if he loved it, he behoved to hold it maſt ſacred, ſo as 


to conſider none as godly, but thoſe who at leaſt profeſſed 


to love it alſo. Therefore, in remarking on your diſcourſes, 
1 thought it enough to ſignify, in the gentleſt manner, 
how unſuitable it was to your leading ſcope, to ſuppoſe, 
that any one, who loved the true God, could be found 
Joining in the common odium ſhewn againſt ſovereign grace. 
For let it be called at/olute predeſtination or by any other 
name, ftill it muſt remain impoſſible, to deſcribe it in words, 
that can found harder to the pride of men, than theſe of 
Paul, © He hath mercy on wham he will have mercy, 
& and' whom he will he hardeneth.” 2 = 2b 
I thought it enough, I ſay, to hint my diſlike of your 
roth page. For as I conſidered you, as having but lately 
attained bolder views of the doftrine of divine ſovereignty 
in the matter of juſtification, I ſuppoſed you might have 
inadvertently retained ſorae-what of your former way of 
thinking and ſpeaking, concerning the oppoſers'of that doc- 
trine, not reflecting how inconſiſtent it was with thoſe bolder 
views. But when I found you ſtill inclined to think that 
true believers might be found © among thoſe who are car- 
e ried away by the popular adious cry. againſt abſolute 
“ predeftination,”” I was not a little ſhocked. You could 
not have alarmed me on a more ſacred point. I wonder 
how you could be at a lofs to know what I dare to fay 
on that point, if you have read page 166 or 347 of my 


Printed. Letters, or wa [ have ſaid on charity from page 


452 to 857 Muſt T fill be put to the queſtion, after all 
T haye ſaid, whether I be yet talking for amuſement about 
the chriſtian doctrine, or in good earneſt? True believers 


taking a fide againſt ſovereign grace! Impoſſible. It never 


was, never can be in the nature of the thing. The firit 


| dawn of the Goſpel upon any man's heart, teaches him to 


fear God and reverence his ſovereignty in the moſt abſo- 
lute view in which it can be conceived. And all that fear 
God, from the leaſt to the greateſt, will agree, without he- 
ſitation, in ſaying, * Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
„glory, hononr, and power: for thou haſt created all things, 
and through thy will they exiſt and were created.” 
2:40 8 | ut 
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But then it will be ſaid, that ſome who diſlike the ex- 


Plicit doctrine of abſolute ſovereignty, may yet, by impli- 


cation, be concluded friends at bottom to that ſovereignty. 
Yet nothing can be more foreign to the ſcriptures than ſuch 


reaſoning. The Scripture indeed leads us to think of men 


having the form of godlineſs without the power, but it no 
where gives us the leaſt ground to think, that the power 
ean poſlibly take place where the very form is diſliked, It 
leads us to think that men may ſome way hold the form of 
ſound words without faith and love; but that faith and 


love can be where that form is diſallowed, is quite foreign 


to every notion taught us by the Scripture. If ſuch reaſon- 
ing by implication be allowed, then we may find true be- 
hevers among thoſe who diflike the declaration of imputed: 
| iighteouſneſs 2 and vicarious puniſhment, among thoſe who 
diſlike the declaration of the Trinity, the Deity of Chriſt, 
and ſo in courſe every thing that is moſt ſacred. Vea thus 


we may find true believers among the worſhippers of Ma- 


homet. For if Mahomet ſignifies a prophet, interceſſor 
or mediator, and if ſome mean as much'by the word Maho- 


met as others by the word Chriſt, who would contend for 


a word, while there was no material difference of meaning? 
Jeſus Chriſt, praying for his people, ſaid, This is life 
«eternal, that they may know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſns Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” How then ca 
any who diſallow the declaration of that knowledge, either 
that of divine ſovereignty, juſtice, or mercy, be faid to have 
any part in life eternal? If we have any ear to give to the 


Seripture, we muſt rank all ſuch among thoſe © who know 


not God and obey not the Goſpel, and who (if they re- 
«© pent not) ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deftruQion. i 
And if we have any true benevolent concern for ſuch, it 
will lead us boldly to declare to them their real danger, 
pronto, harſh or ridiculons it may ſound in their ears at 
reſent, Though all the clergy in the world ſhould” 
2 „ of ay 0 diſallow the root ee 
of that knowledge, I find myſelf fully authorized from the 
Scripture to declare ſuch charity to be the very breath and 
- Td of the grand deſtroyer. 


eſus Chriſt declates, that by their words men ſhall \be 
arm and * their wonds they ſhall be condemned: | 


And 


+ 0 +45 
And in his view lightly or readily to ſpeak, evil of him, is 
the ſame thing as to be againſt him, or be his enemy. Well 
then may we ſay, that every one who deliberately opens his 
mouth againſt the divine ſovereignty, even in the moſt ab- 
ſolute view of it given in Scripture, thereby ſhews himſelf 
to be an enemy to God. Beſides, to talk of divine ſo- 
vereignty or predeſtination not abſolute, is a downright ab- 
ſurdity; even as every atheiſtical ſcheme is. How great 
was Paul's temptation to mince the doctrine of divine ſove- 
reignty, when his heart was ſwelled with ſorrow at the ap. 
prehenſion of his kinſmen being rejected! Yet on that oc- 
caſion he is ſo far from mincing it, that he diſplays it in the 
boldeſt view, even in that view, which has for many ages 
given the greateſt umbrage to thouſands, who by their op- 
polition to it ſhew, that in calling themſelves chriſtians they 
atheiſtically profane the chriſtian name, and' the name of 
the true God.—So the queſtion has at laſt, come to this be- 
tween us, Is there a God or not? For a God without ſo- 
vereignty is no God at all. 1 
What ſatisfaction can a man find in his conſcience, in 
maintaining ſaving grace to be ſovereign grace, if at the 
ſame time he thinks that a man may be a true believer, ſo 
enjoy the divine favour, who oppoſes that grace? Or 
»What delight can a man take in the character of the true 
God, who thinks that his neighbour may be truly pious 
and happy in worfhipping another God ? In my view, the 
more a man knows of the character of the true God, and 
is yet capable of holding it in ſuch a profane manner, he is 
thereby only ſo much the more eminently fitted to be an 
agent of Satan in undermining it. I fondly preſumed that 
our friendſhip had commenced upon a ſacred foundation, 
even ſovereign grace; but if we muſt both have the ſame 
.. friendſhip for thoſe who oppoſe that grace, or who join in 
the oppoſition ; then it is evident, there can be nothing 
more 2 in our friendſhip than in the mutual courteſy 
that takes place among Infidels. Have we then been all 
this while employed only like two philoſophers ſtriving 
Who ſhall get freeft of. inconſiſtencies in their manner of 
_ 3 4 20k 
Any attempt to revive the chriſtian profeſſion with you 
muſt be the idleſt thing in the world, unleſs it be founded 
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in the fear of God. When Jacob was to fwear by his moſt 
awful view of the divine Majeſty, he choſe to ſwear by the 
fear of his. father Iſaac 3 even that ſovereignty at which 


Iſaac trembled with a great trembling, when he beheld his 
favourite firſt-born rejected, and his younger ſon choſen. 
Were a few with you united only by the fear of God, they 
would find themſelves concerned io regard the noiſy cry of 


all England againſt them, no more than the falling of a caſ- 
cade or the humming of ſo many bees. Rox + 
Paul lays down the following rule as a firſt principle to 


be attended to, by all who would profitably ſtudy the will 
of God revealed in the Scripture. * Be not conformed to 


this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
« your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and ac- 
t ceptable and perfect will of God.” No ſooner does a man 


begin to be over-awed by the cry of the religious world, than, 
like Peter ſeeing the wind: boiſterous, he begins to fink, and 
the majeſty of the truth is eclipſed from his view. And till 


your mind undergo ſome change in this reſpect, I am afraid 


that the continuance, of our correſpondence will only ſerve 


to raiſe freſh doubts in your mind, and that you will never 
be able to take my meaning rightly, or at leaſt will 


doubt, if I can be in earneft in what I ſay. 


Fou gently move me to withdraw ſome expreſſions of re- 
ſentment againſt thoſe who corrupt the Goſpel, in my ſe- 
eond Letter, Se. 3. in reply to your third query: where, 


after diſcourſing of the gloriqu#evidence of the truth, I 


proceed in theſe words, © Can one enter for a few moments, 


„Oe.“ The expreſſions of reſentment there uttered, tho? 


no particular perſons are pointed at, you ſeem to think 
not very ſuitable to the gravity of the reſt of my lan- 
guage in that paſſage, and therefore wiſh to have the ſen- 


tence dropt. Now as I am ſenſible it was never left to me 
to write an appendix to the Bible, I have no reaſon to be 
very anxious whether any ſentence in my letters be dropt 


or retained; yet as I am far from approving the temper of 
mind which hints a diſlike of the ſentence now pointed at, 


I am not diſpoſed to co 5 with that temper. Von have 
P 


ſelf from the imputation of approving that temper and lan- 


guage in my printed letters, which is moſt offenſive ro the 
MEA | k K 


religious 


ondence ſufficiently cleared your- 


: HE 
religious world. With this you ought to have been eon- 
tented without ſolliciting me to entertain a more favourable 
view of the world ; eſpecially, as I was willing to bear with 
you in that, wherein I thought you deficient, till on a pro- 
per trial your on experience ſhould more fully ſhew you 
how the world ſtood affected to the Goſpel. Now my bias 

cannet appear more cenſureable to you than your's does to 
me. For unleſs the Goſpel be held forth in its proper op- 
poſition to the taſte of the world, I muſt conſider all that is 
id about it, às little other than ſo much religious canting 
to acquire a reputation for piety. And the nearer one 
doines to the true Goſpel, while at the ſame time a reſerve 
is made for ſoftening or averting the hatred of the world, 
ſuch reputation is often eſtabliſhed to the better advantage. 
But I muſt conſider thoſe as keeping but a very ſlack hold 
of the Goſpel, who cannot heartily approve of Paul de- 
'nouncing his repeated auathema againſt all, be they men or 
angels, who go about, however ſlily, to undermine the doc- 
trine of divine grace which he preached. | i 
Beſides, I muſt differ from you as to the gravity and 
I propriety of the ſentence above pointed at in my ſecond 
letter. I find it was PauPs manner; when his heart was 
warmeſt about the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
to point his keeneſt reſentment againſt thoſe who defaced | 
that knowledge. "Yeh, this was a topic he frequently in- 
ſiſted on, as appears by many paſſages of his epiſtles; of 
which at preſent 'T ſhall only produce one for a ſample. 
When he is reminding the Philippians of his view of the 
Goſpel, the effect it had upon him, and calling upon them 
do follow him; he adds, „For many walk of whom [I harte 
s told you often, and now tell you Meping, that they are 
* the enemies of the eroſs of Chriſt, 'whoſe end is deftru*- 
1 tion, c.“ And how can we be ſaid to hold the truth 
in the fear of God, unleſs we are perſuaded that deſtruction 
"attends every departure from it both in ourſelves and others? 
Unleſs we are ſo perſuaded, our zeal about the Goſpel will 
mount to no more than an idle emulation about ortho- 
doxy. And it may be held for a ſure maxim, that how- 
-ever zealous we may be to hold a founder fet of principles 
than our neighbours, we can never greatly condemn our- 
© elves for any deviation from the truth, that we think con- 
Err AT e | 
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fiftent with the chriſtian character in others. It ought. 
luke wiſe to be conſidered, that as the unſociable temper of 

my book was chiefly attacked, it was my buſineſs, ſo long 
as I approved that temper, to take every proper occaſiou 
of ſhewing that I had not relented, and that I was neither; 
to be wheedled nor frowned. out of it. And that temper I 
hope I ſhall approve while I breathe.— If ever the profeſ- 
ſion of the faith begin to purpoſe with you, it will begin 
with razing foundations, with hearty convictious of guilt 
for holding the truth id unrighteouſneſs, and with tremble- 
| ivg at the words of James; Ve adulterers and adultereſſes, 
{know ye not that the friendſhip of the world 1s enmity; 
«with God? Whoſoever, therefore will be a friend of the 
4 world is the enemy of God.” —I know no character a; 
Chriſtian ought to deteſt more than that of Balaam, wha 
preached the ſoundeſt doctrine, ſaying, Lo, the people 
4 ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be reckoned among the na- 
tions,” and who knowing that Iſrael's happineſs lay in ba- 
ivg ſo ſituate, nevertheleſs practiced ſecretly. to mingle them 
with the heathen, by negociating an alliance between them 
and the Moabites.— Mr. Baxter, noted for piety in the 
laſt age, flackened a point of the chriſtian doctrine, and 
you ſee. what has been the conſequence among the diſſen- 
ters !—[L muſt add here, that as the love of the world and 
ſelf righteouſneſs always go hand in hand together, L can - 
not wonder greatly at your ſcrupling ta admit, that re- 
turning backſliders can draw no encouragement from paſt 
experience. Vet the voice of God runs thus, If any 
„ man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 
When the conſcience of an apoſtate is, awakened: to hear 
this voice, he can by no means conclude, from any paſt ex- 
periences, that God has any pleaſure in him more than in 
the moſt ignorant and profane. He can infer nothing from 
paſt experiences but peculiar. aggravations of his guilt. 
And when ſuch are heartily. awakened, they 0007 m0 4 
find their objections againſt the doctrine of forgiveneſs 
ſtronger than at the firſt. Therefore, it is in ſome reſpects 
a greater miracle to ſee an apoſtate fairly recovered, than to 
ſee one at firſt brought to the knowledge of the truth. 
The four addreſſes at the cloſe of your two ſermons, ap- 


pear to me to have in 2 a. tendency. to adapt the 


ſoundeſt 
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the beſt diſpoſitions, I think it needle 
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ſoundeft doctrine to the common train of ſelf-righteous ex- 
ereiſe. The firſt makes uſe of the doctrine to carry for- 


ward the careleſs to the rank of ſerious exerciſed perſons. 


The ſecond ſerves to ſet the awakened to work in curbing 
their legal attempts, and be concerned to get themſelves 
placed at the footſtool of ſovereignty, or to be brought to 


a proper poſture ſo as to be led to place their hope alone 


upon the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. The next ad- 
dreſſes a third ſort of perſons as being, in diſtinction from 
the former two, in a proper poſture to find mercy. The 
laſt congratulates the orthodox, preſuming them poſſeſt of 

| a to enlarge on 
theſe: heads, as from what you have already ſeen of my 


mind, you may eafily judge what I would further ſay. 


You-may likewiſe judge that I muſt either drop all mention 
of your two ſermons, or in ſome general manner ſignify my 
exception againſt p. 1oth, and the application. They have 
likewiſe a little daſh of the clergyman, though modeſt in 
companion of what is commonly allowed to be decent, as, 
« Let. me proclaim, and, © Behold, / bring you glad 
« tidings . ; | 1 


When I received your laſt letter, as I firſt read the 


beginning and end before I took leiſure to conſider the par- 


ticulars relating to our correſpondence, I was greatly re- 
freſhed; It was to me like the cool of a fever, or as life 
from the dead. But when I found you ſeeking to damp 
my- confidence about divine ſoyereignty, and ſolliciting me 


to hold it, as if I held it not; I was greatly ſhocked. I 


thought. if you believed, it behoved to be like thoſe chief 


_ rulers. who believed, John xii. 42. © But becauſe of the 


4 Phariſees, they did not confeſs, leſt they ſhould be put 
t out of the ſynagogue. | For they loved the praiſe of men 
* more than the praiſe of God.” Yet in my view, one 


has but a poor pretence even to the character of a Phariſee, 


who oppoſes the common Calviniſt doctrine of predeſtina- 
tion, —Befides, how can one avoid being grieved to find 


ies. that after all he is able to write, even on the moſt ſacred 


matters, it is ftill doubted if he be in jeſt or in earneſt ? 
I am obliged then to ſay, that if you would correſpond 


any further with me, you muſt. refrain from every attempt 


do damp my confidence about that knowledge wherein . 
| „ Ee” | "0 
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nal life lies, even the knowledge of the only true God and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. For I muſt conſider every 


ſuchatte mpt in no other light, than as a ſollicitation to go 


and ſerve other Gods; which I am bound to reſent in the 


ſtrongeſt manner againſt my neareſt ſriend. I muſt like- 


wiſe repeat my warning to you to be cautious, and count 
the coſt well before you riſque any thing on your connectiou 
with me. And do not imagine that (unleſs I be forſaken 
of God) I can ever be broken or ſoftened as to that ſpirit 
of oppoſition to the religious world, which runs through 
my letters. You may he that if I ſhould write ever ſo 


much, 1 have nothing new to ſay. And I have the ſatis- 
faction to think, I have not diſappointed or deceived you. 
For I can take to witneſs my printed letters by which you 


firſt knew me, that I make a point of nothing with you 
now, but what I inſiſted on there in the moſt explicit and 


determinate manner. I ſtand by the theme of our agree- 


ment, Saving Grace, Sovereign Grace. If you depart from 
that, and a breach of friendſhip enſue, the breach does not 


lye at my door. So much from him, who is ſtill willing 


to be, on the former terms, 5 
Dear Sir, 
1 our affetionate Friend and Servant, 


1 


March 24, 1759. 


LETTER X. 
Samuel Pike 70 Robert Sandeman. 
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DE NT | 
Hun | lately made an excurſion into the country, 
and having been otherways much employed, I have 
Bot been able to find an opportunity of making a reply to 
9 K 3 a Jour 


ROBERT SANDEMAN. 


| your laſt faithful letter of March 24. Neither have I now 
time to give you fully my thoughts upon the contents there- 


" 


of. Shall therefore only drop you a few hints. I did but 


gently move you to withdraw ſome expreſſions of reſentment, 


and gave you the reaſon ; but am very well fatisfied they 
ſhould remain, for the reaſon you give. As to a backſlider 
drawing encouragement from paſt experiences, I mean no 
more by it than what is hinted, Hoſta ii. 7. Beſides there 
are different degrees of backſliding. Every degree of it 
indeed does cloud our evidences in proportion; and when 
we are brought back from thoſe departures, -it is by being 
brought back to that very hope, love, truth and obedience 
form whence we have departed. But I cannot at preſent 
ſee how my ſcrupling to admit, that returning backſliders 
ean draw no encouragement from paſt experiences, is an 
inſtance or proof of the connection between the love of the 
world and ſelf-righteouſneſs. 75 

When I ſay, Nor do I think you dare affirm yourſelf 


e that there are no true believers among thoſe who are car- 


« ried away by the popular odious cry againſt predeſtina- 
« tion,” I founded my thought upon the very-laft para- 


graph in your 3d printed letter, and meant no more by it 


than what is there expreſſed : and I likewiſe recolleQ, that 


in one of your letters to me which are now printed, you 


allow that the leaſt degree of true faith, is ſaving in Paul's 
ſenſe. You are very ſenſible that it has been uncommon 


even in calviniſtic writings to connect the doctrine of pre- 


deſtination with that of free juſtiſication; whereby the for- 


mer doctrine has been miſapplied to the confuſion of many. 


But J have the ſatisfaction to find, that many are taught to 
reliſh the doctrine of abſolute ſovereignty as ſtated in that 
connection in my two Sermons, and look upon it in that 
light as a very neceſſary and acceptable truth. However, 
it is certain that the doctrine of juſtification is in great dan- 
ger of being apprehended in ſome legal ſenſe, if the ſove- 


reignty of grace be forgotten; and on the other hand, ab- 


ſolute election is with difficulty underſtood and reliſſied by 
many, for want of ſeeing along with it free juſtification by 
faith in Chriſt. But how far ſuch a confuſion of thought 
may be in the minds of true behevers, T pretend not to des 
termine. But I ſtill ſtand by it, that ſaving grace is ſove- 
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reign grace ; and that a true believer ſees that nothing but 


ſuch grece as is properly ſovereign and abſolutely free can 


reach his caſe. | | 

There is juſt now a conſiderable alarm taken: your per- 
ſon and writings are publicly decry'd by many; and prin- 
cipally becauſe *tis apprehended that they have had a ver 
bad influence upon myſelf and one or two more in the init. 


try. I need not ſpecify diſtinctly the particulars of the ob- 


jections, for you yourſelf can eaſily ſuppoſe of what nature 


they are. The chief are ſuch as theſe. That there is ſome- 
thing both of Antinomianiſm & Arminianiſm in theſe prin- 
ciples 3 that the peace aud fatisfaQtion arifing to the mind 
from the free goſpel, previous to evidences of intereſt re- 
flected upon, is enthyfiaftical « That your doarme deſtroys 


the peace and comfort of believers as renewed and juſtified 


perſons, ſince it will not let them truſt in the change made 
upon them, but inſiſts upon a confidence in the pure free 


truth, &c. &c. In the midſt of all theſe objections and. 


outcries, n es with the difficulties ariſing from them, L 


can find no ſupport but from the free Gorpel: having that 


perſuaſion, that divine grace revealed therein is ſufficient for 


me. My mind is fil*d with a mixture of hope and dread 
with reſpe& to conſequences, together with a grieving con- 


cern for thofe, who ſeem to be rather diſtreſſed and per- 


plexed than comforted and enlivened by the preaching of 
the Goſpel of the grace of God, as ſeparate from every 


thing elſe for a foundation of peace and hope God-ward. 


I am now in the ftation of Haballul, in a watching, waits 


ing poſture, ch. ii. 1. and praying that the glorious light of 
 free-grace may ſhine brighter and brighter amongſt us, and 

being thankful that there are fo many amongſt us that ſeem 

to have an ear, a taſte and reliſh for the truth. | 


If you ſhould ſee occafion to write any thing to me, as 
ia fuch a ſituation; a letter from you would be very wel- 


come, as from one, whom I love for the truth's fake. 
et yours cordially in the ld Goſpel, - 
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LETTER XI. 
| Samuel Pike 10 Robert Sandeman. 
September 4 1760; 


Dear Sir, 


IS above a 3 ſince I wrote laft to you; 
to which letter you have never favoured me with 2 


reply. It may well ſeem ſtrange that there ſhould have 


been ſuch a long ſilence between us. 
I ſhall ſay nothing about the reaſon of this ſilence on 


Jour part, being able only to gueſs at it, by what I have 


ſeen in ſome letters of yours to Mr. B. 


But the chief reaſon why I have ref ained fo long is this: 
| Becauſe I found *twould anſwer no purpoſe for me to at- 
tempt at giving you any ſatisfaction by an epiſtolary reply, 


ſince reaſonings and apologics would be inſufficient. No- 
thing but Fa&s or Tranſattions in my conduct agreeable to 
the profeſſion of the Goſpel, and an adherence thereto, I 


ſaw would be ſuited to anſwer this end. Many of this na- 
ture have occurred of very conſiderable importance, which 


I. need not here relate. For I underſtand you have ſeen 
the pamphlet written by my opponents, entituled, The caſe 


of the exclid.d Part, &c. I herewith ſend you my reply there- 
to, intituled, A diſpaffion-ite Narrative, & e. I cannot pre- 
tend to ſay, what judgment you may paſs upon the whole 


when you have ſeen and conſidered both ſides. 
In my narrative I have readily owned ſome miſtake in my 
conduct; and conſidering the perplexity of my ſituation 


for ſo long a time, *tis poſſible there may, upon ſtrict exa- 


mination, appear ſome other particulars which are not pro- 


perly according to the truth of the Goſpel. I Know that 
the Goſpel is of an humbling, ſcarching, and convineing, 


as well as of a comforting natur ſo that the more clearly 


it ſhines into the mind, the more it diſcovers the defects in 
"we era and conduct. May I be more and fore con- 


vinced 


G. | 
vinced and corrected by it. But I have already been ſo 
far ſearched and ſtrengthened by it, as makes me thankful 
that ever it was opened to me ſo clearly as by your writings ; 
For which reaſon I cannot but maintain an affection to- 


wards you for the truth's ſake, whether I can ſee evidence 


to approve and juſtify every particular, which you have re- 
ceived fo hold or no. If you think fit to point out to me, 
with the utmoſt freedom and faithfulneſs, wherein you ap- 
ons I am defective; ſo that it be done, not with that 


ind of freedom which is directed by the ſhy jealouſy of a 
ſtranger, but that which is influenced by the intereſted con- 
cern of a friend (as you have well expreſſed it) *twould be 


eſteemed a particular favour, by 
| Your's afeBionately in the Goſpel of Grate; 
SAMUEL PIKE. 


LETTER XII. 


Robert Sandeman # Samuel Pike. 


Dear Sir, 


Your friendly letter brought me by Mr has 
ſerved to revive that mixture of tenderneſs and regret, 
which has occaſionally affected me on your behalf, ſince I 


read your Saving Grace ; more eſpecially on ſeeing your 


Fres Grace, and laſtly your Narrative. Vet I muſt ſay 


you lay a hard taſk upon me, when you urge me to ani- 
madvert on your conduct ſince the interruption of our cor- 
reſpondence, and that with the freedom of a friend. Not 


that I find myſelf ſtraitened in reſpect of a friendly diſpoſi- 


tion toward you z but I fear left what my friendſhip would 


diftate, might ſeem liker the language of one affecting ſu- | 


periority over you; or in fewer words, liker that of a maſ- 
ter than a friend. For, however inclinable I may be to aſ- 


ſume the former of theſe characters, I am ſenſible I diſlike _ 


the 


. . | 
the appearances of it. Beſides, another eonfideration ferves 
to cramp my freedom. When one is cenſured, he naturally 
expects that the cenſure ſhould; not only be juſt, but alſo 
appear to be ſo, as founded on clear fatts. Now in judge- 
ing of your conduct, I lay under a great diſadvantage, by 
reaſon of my diſtance from you and your people. The 
queſtion between us now is not, What. is the ſaving truth? 
but how does it appear that particular perſons have received 
the love of the truth; or, that it has wrought effectually 
in them? Again, in thinking of you I muſt conſider you 
as à leader, and . eloſe in my view, what 
ſort of people are led by you; more eſpecially, who. have 
the greateſt joint- influence along with you in the leading of 
the reſt. From my general views of mankind, the common 
effects of impure doctrine, and the ſcanty. informations I 
have occaſionall got, J have formed ſome notion of your 
people as they 1³4 before the ſeparation, but not 1o as 1 
could evince that notion before one diſpoſed to contradict. 
Burt if I am to uſe the freedom of a friend,” I muſt ſpeak 
according to my general notions and leading impreſſions, | 
ſuch as they are; and if they are wrong, then my reflec- 
tions mult of courſe fall to the ground. 2 
1. I, cenfider the ſlate of things wherein the rupture was 
carried on among you, on a footing with the outer, court, 
which: Jobs was commanded to leave out of his computa- 
tion, as being altogether unfit to be meaſured by the rale of 
God's word. I am at no loſs to ſee that you have been 
very ill uſed by the leaders in the oppofition. And when 
I take the phace of a by- ſtander on the ſpot, or of one uſed 
to the methods of proceedure in ſuch diſſenting congrega- 
tions as your's; I am difpoſed to confider your conduct as 
antable, equitable, and condeſcending in the midſt of great 
provocations, fo that as a man, or according to human 
maxims, I am diſpoſed to refpe& you, and tenderly ſym- 
phathize with you in the ſcene of trouble and diſquiet you 
have gone through, But, l 
2. When I take my ſtation with Paul, or the ſons of 
his doctrine, I find myſelf touched with regret, at your 
ſuffering ſo much to ſo little purpoſe ; for I cannot ſee how 
you can gain much as to the real comfort of love by your 
ſeparation, now that it has taken place. I allow 5 
. ED t 
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the eyes of your neighbouring diſſenters, you have acquit- 
ted yourſelf as honourably as the nature of the caſe would | 

admit. But the great fault I find with your conduct liese 

here, that, in that very light wherein it ſeems beſt fitted to 3 

draw their regard, or eſcape their cenſure, it appears to me | 

"moſt unſyitable to the ſpirit of Paul's doctrine. The con- 1 
troverſy has not been ſo carried on as to intimate an evident | 4 

token of perdition to the oppoſers, and of ſalvation to the 1 
friends of the truth contended for. Now it will always be | 

; 


found, that ſo far as the divine diſpleaſure againſt the op- | | 
poſers of the truth is diſſembled through modeſty, fear, cr _ | 
whatever principle; ſo far mult the joy of its profeſſed frienct | ; 
be damped, and their comfort of love among themſelves | 
weakened. Among you, truth and error have been {cet t ö 
upon a pretty equal footing, or as you expreſs it to Mr. | 
7. U; you have left your conduct to be conſidered much | 
upon the ſame footing as if yon had turned Arminian. 80 | 


that the by-ſtander is not ſtruck as he ought to be with the | j 
divine majeſty of che point in diſpute; but his attention is ta- i 
ther drawn to conſider the good or ill conduct of the diff.. 
rent ſides, in a good meaſure abſtractly from the diſputeed 
Ju How would you anſwer to Paul, not to ſay his 
Lord, for being tender of your own reputation, at the rate | 


of abating that confidence about the truth, which becomes 
A hearty lover of it? For my part, I could have lightly 
| Paſſed over many miſtakes in your eonduct, if I had ſeen 1 
the truth maintained with that confidence and ſpirit, which i 
the occaſion called for, ny . 
3. I need not here repeat what I have ſaid in the printed 
torreſpondenee and my ſubſequent- letter to you, about the 
ancient manner of contending for the faith. I only make 
this general reference to remind you of my ſentiments on 
that head. But it is enough if you keep in mind what 
Peter ſays, If any man ſpeak let him ſpeak as the oracles 
of God.” Therefore he who ſpraks for God 'ought not 
do hold the word of faith as a problematieal point; as to 
which it may be allowed that men may appear in the oppo- 
Htion with noerity, as in the main candid lovers of truth. 
For if a man is confident that he ſpeaks for God, he muſt 
de conſident at the ſame time, that lowever the oppoſition 
de managed, the devil is at the head of it, Now in remarl- 
if | Fa ing 
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ing on your conduct, I need not go further back than that 
period where (Narrative p. 5) you began to diſcern the 
greateſt part of my cenſures juſtiſied; that is about Aug. or 
Sept. 758, when two leading members, who had till nuw | 
encouraged you in cleaving to the truth as you now under- 
ſtand-it, began to ſhew themſelves induſtrious and ſanguine 
in the oppoſition. Upon this, after taking notice of the 
great candour and decency of one who never approved your 
e ange of ſentiment, you proceed to ſay, I now proceeded 
ce taking all pains in preaching this doctrine, with a view to 
obviate the objections brought againſt it, ſtill avoiding all 
reflection and even the air of controverſy in public. But 

not w ithſtanding all my care and lenity, &c.” + | 
4. Here is fairly expreſſed the principle of all that ap- 
pears to me blameable in your conduct; and to this ſource 
I aſcribe what ſtill appears to me matter of regret in your 
preſent ſituation. As before the above mentioned period 
you was an avowed objector to the proper ſpirit which (I 
think) appeared in the ancient conterſtion for the faith; it 
was the leſs wonder to find heart enemies to the Goſpel diſ- 
poſed to promote your clearer views of it; for they ſaw you 
zealous in averting the natural conſequences, or keeping 
out of ſight the dreadful aſpect which the ſaving truth bears 
to all-who oppoſe; or receive not the love of it ; and accord- 
ingly evading the odium which always attends the true pro- 
feſſion of it. Tis true, one of them early ſmelt the conſe- 
quences, and was accordingly fo candid as all along to ſhew 
his diſapprobation of your change. At length, two af 
thoſe who had gone along with you, if not before you, be- 

gan to conſider what they were about, and ſmelt the con- 
equences too; and accordingly ſoon became as zealous in 
the oppoſition, as they- were formerly in carrying you for- 
ward. Now you began to diſcern the greateſt part of my 
cenſures juſtified ; that is, I muſt ſuppoſe, you began to 
ſee them ſuitable to the doctrine and ſpirit of Paul. But 
what effect had this new lefſon which you learned from 


Paul, enforced by your own experience? Did it teach you 


to become more confident in the faith, in nothing terrified 
by your adverſaries? No. | Inſtead of this, while your ad- 
verſaries were waxing more confident, advancing and gain- 


ing ground, you was ſtudying how far you could retreat 


with 


A 


F | 
with ſafety, or without plainly Fries up the truth you had 
profeſſed. You continued careful to preach with ſuch le- 
nity as'to avoid even the air of controverſy. Thus it is 
manifeſt you retreated fo as to fall obviouſly ſhort of the 
growing conviction of your own mind, * 4 forward, by 
experience. Your adverſaries, who ſaw further into the 
matter than you did, or than you had courage to expreſs, - 
diſſembling their ſenfe of the awful conſequences that ſe- 
cretly galled them, proceeded in the warmth of their zeal 
for holineſs and fears of Antinomianiſm, to retale a parcel 
of lying ſtories to hlacken you, like their fathers, who ſtill 
averred, * For a good work we ftone thee not.” What a 
noble field was here opened for a ſon of Paul's doctrine to 
 ſhew that he was not aſhamed of ſuch a father? Every thing 
Lſerved to animate you to the combat; but alas! you di liked 
eren the air of controverſy, And for what reafon,? None 
that J can ſee, but that you might make as decent a figure 
as poſſible with Paul's Goſpel in your hands, in the eyes 
of your diſſenting brethren, and conciliate favour to your- 
ſelf among thoſe who loved not that Goſpel. I am per- 
ſuaded the wre you enter into Paul's ſpirit, the more rea- 
ſon will you find to reflect with ſhame on your negleQing 
ſo noble an opportunity of ſhe wing ourſelf a true ſon of 
his doctrine. Tis difficult to ſer this manner in 1 — i 
light, without uſing the ſarcaſtic ſtile. Paul, in his firſt 
iſtle to the Corinthians, ch. iv. when he does not charge 
m with overthrowing the truth of the Goſpel, but . 
ſerves their diſpoſition to embelliſh it, to glory in their gifts, 
and make a more wiſe, creditable, and leſs obnoxious ap- > 
pearance with the Goſpel than he did, addreſſes them in 
this manner; We are fools for Chriſt's ſake, but ye are 
„ wiſe in Chriſt, &c.** And after he has finiſhed his ſar- 
eaſtic ſtrain, he affectionately declares his ſerious deſign in 
n. „ write not theſe things to ſhame you, but as my 
* beloved ſons I warn you; for though ye have ten 
* thouſand inſtructors in Chrift, yet have ye not many fa- 
* thers, &c. Here I may likewiſe remind you of what > 
the ſame apoſtle fays to Timothy, when exhorting him to 
| Kindle up the gift he had received. © For (ſays he) God | 
* hath not given us the ſpirit of fear, büt of power and of 
love, and of a ſound 8 Vuder the fpirit of fear 
#17 — — f we 2 
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we may well include all that reverence for the opinion of 
men, which ſo readily. ſurprizes us into ſhame, damps our 
confidence about the Goſpel, and tempts us to ſmooth its 
frowning aſpect 0 their ungodlineſs and ſelf. righteous 
pride, and accordingly to ſhun — croſs, For he immedi- 


ately adds, Be = thou therefore aſhamed of the teſti. 
*mony of our Lord, nor of me his priſoner ; hut be thou 
© partaker of the afflictions of the Goſpel according to the 
* power of God.” And what he here ſays to Timothy a- 
bout the difference between the ſpirit of fear, and that of 
power and love, well coincides with the contraſt he ſtates to 
the Corinthians, between the ſpirit of the world, and the 
— .., 8 
5. I am far from ſaying you was not carried forward in 
your late conflict by a conviction of the truth of the Goſ- 
pel. I ſee that conviction plainly enough operating all 
along: but at the ſame time I ſee no leſs plainly the ſpirit 
of the world counteracting the operations of that conviction, 
and defeating its genuine effect. Yea, worldly maxims appear 
to have taken ſuch hold of your mind, as to enter into your 
very conſcience, and take the place due only tz God's fear. 
IT ſhall here take notice of a remarkable inſtance, which I 
would fain hope ſhould carry conviction along with it. 
When you was greatly tempted (Narrat. p. 62.) to be ac- 
ceſſary to what yourſelf counted a dreadful prophanation of 
the ſacred ordinance of the ſupper, you refiſted the temp- 
tation with a great hurry and diſcompoſure in your ſpirit ; 
for which, you ſay, you heartily repent, quoting as the 
ground of your repentance the words of James, The 
« wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God.“ 
How foreign this uſe of James words to his ſenſe ! In the 
place referred to, the Apoſtle is evidently ſpeaking of that 
wrath-of man, which works in the way of repining againſt 
God, when we. are tempted, or when we are found guilty, 
that leads us, inſtead of ſoberly admitting conviction, to 
fret at the circumſtances wherein God placed 2 in a word, 
that wrath which is expreſſy oppoſed to meekly receiving 
the ing-afted word WY able to ſave our ſouls, Will 
any attentive reader of the Scriptures infer from this: that, 
on proper oecaſions, a man may not ſhew the tokens of his 
_ iip«alure.:as. freely. and fervently as thoſe of complacence 
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and delight? Or, that a man may not be as much under the | 
influence of the ſpirit of God in the one caſe as in the other? | 
Does not divine charity reverence and imitate the wrath, | 
in equal proportion as it does the complacence of God ? Is | 
not the paſſionate action of Phineas recorded as highly a- | 
greeable to God; becauſe, faith God, he was zealous for | 
my ſake, or to retain the Hebraiſm, TORT jealouſy? _. | 


Does not Paul, when about to addreſs the Corinthians with 

the moſt ſevere Tarcaſtic and indignant language, declare 

that he was moved thereto by the jealouſy of God? And 

is not jealouſy ſaid to be the rage of a man? Moreover, is | 

not the divine jealouſy repreſented as burning like fire, ana 

ſmoking againſt its objects? If a man, whom you had eng- 
| 


tertained in your houſe as a {riend, ſhould: be rude to your 
wife in your preſence, would not your blood boil with in- 
dignation at the inſult, if the ſoul of a man remained with- 
in you? Will you then ſay, it is a fin for a man to be heated | 
with indignation againſt thoſe, who would tempt him to a | 
dreadful prophanation of what he holds moſt facred ? Were 
I to ſeek for a fault in this cafe, I would fuſpect it to lye q 
| here; to wit, in ſo far as the hurry you ſpeak of might in- 
| timate a want of confidence to avow your reſentment with 
freedom. And this may naturally enough be ſuſpected, as 
you would ſoon be conſcious you was finning againſt one ! 
| of the rules of holineſs eſtabliſhed among Phariſces and hypo- 
erites. To put things of a ſort together; I obſerve you 
ſay in another place, I fully intended to hive entertained 
« ſome debate, fo long as it could be done without warm- 
ing each other's paſſions. But pray tell me, if you are 
poſſeſſed of any paſſions at all, when could they be warmed 
to better purpoſe, or on a nobler occaſion ? Thus you may 
ſee how men may have their conſciences ſo vitiated by ſuch 
rules, as to call good evil and evil good. —But hurried as 
your reſentment was in the forementioned caſe, I ſtill think 
it looks as like charity or a proper regard to ſacred things, 
as any part of your conduct in the matter. Vet Ion the 
likeneſs would have been ſtill fairer, if it had been quite 
diſconne&ed from the other points of contention between 
the parties, of a nature foreign to the eoncerns of charity. 
We may next conſider how you came to be inveigled with | 


theſe, | 
| L2 0 HG 
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6. I ſhall now then review your ſituation by comparing 
it with what I think would have been the natural effect of 

your contending for the faith according to the example and 
ſpirit of Paul. Kin zac Tet: Hh Loa une ern 3 
I conſider your ſociety to have been in general a very ſelf. 
righteous. and earthly- minded ſet of people, when Paul's 
doctrine came among them by furprize and burſt, like a 
bomb in the midſt of them. Though you could not but be 

ſenſible, in a good meaſure, of the temper and ſpirit with 
which Paul maintained his doctrine againſt all opponents 
however otherwiſe reſpectable, yet you doubted, if it be- 
came ,uninſpired men to copy after him in his freedom of 
ſpeech. But had you entered into Paul's temper in con- 
tending for the faith according to the ſpirit of Power and 


love, you might, perhaps, have got a few, moſt probably 
of the pooreſt and leaft eſteemed, wha, being moved with 
the fear of evils not ſeen as yet, might have chearfully gone 
along with, you in hearing Chriſt's voice, and obſerving all 
things he commanded his Apoſtles to teach his diſciples: 
but I ſtrongly preſume you would never have had any chance 
for gaining a majority in ſuch a ſociety. In this caſe it 
would have belonged to you and your few friends, to have 
withdrawn or ſeparated yourſelves from the reſt; and how- 
ever little a figure you would have made, yet the truth 
would have ſhone forth with eminent ſplendor ; it would 
have appeared in its proper majeſty to the comfort of friends 
and the terror of foes. But your conduct did not ſerve to 
divide your people fimply by love or diſlike to the truth, 
but rather to conciliate favour and eſteem to yourſelf, by 
hiding the; obnoxious aſpect of the truth. Thus there is 
room to fear that many of thoſe who cleaved to you, were 
rather friends to Mr. Pike than to the Goſpel; rather 
- Friends to their gentle benign paſtor, who was fond to ob- 
lige and loath to offend any one, than to the Goſpel, which 
breathed only damnation to all who did not heartily love and 
obey it. While I ſay this, I am far from ſtrengthening 
the plea of your opponents: they have evidently no right 
to: urge this reflection againſt you; for it is manifeſt that if 
you had entered more into Paul's ſpirit, you would have 
been ſo much more obnoxious to them, and awakened their 
indignation to a greater height againſt you.— The * 
„ | 5 no 
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nyt only preached ſalvation through Chrif, but they boldly 
declared in the face of the Jewiſh Rulers, <4 Neither is there 
«ſalvation in any other.“ Call to mind Paul's repeated 

anathema againſt the Judaizers ; then reflect upon your own 
conduct. In your addreſa, Aug. 6, 1759, having ſet forth, 
ſo far as you go, a juſt view of the Goſpel, you proceed to 
ſay, * You may ſee by what I have ſaid, that I cannet but 
« lay a moſt- important ſtreſs upon this view of the divine 
i revelation of free and perfect grace in Chriſt, as the only 
« immediate ground of hope, comfort, and obedience.” 
Then you immediately add, But in doing this, I do not 
« {et about to judge or condemn thoſe as deſtitute of divine 
grace and truth, who appear to be otherwiſe minded.“ 
And you are fond to take hold of the cavils of your adver- 
ſaries, as giving you reaſon to. charge them as making the 
difference to be fundamental, and to clear yourſelf af ſuch 
an obnoxious charge. Again, near three months after, re- 
minding your people, how on Aug. 6, you had opened 
your whole mind and heart to them, you proceed thus: 
«I did it then with the greateſt freedom and openneſs I 
« was capable of; at the ſame time expreſſing my reſolu- 
© tion, under the teachings of the word and ſpirit of God, 
to abide by that view of the Goſpel. I then repreſented to 
you, as al the greateſt importance to my own and your 
true ſupport, conſolation, and ſatisfaftion;”* And Why 
not of ſuch importance as that neither you, your friends, 
nor any other could have true ſupport, &c. without it? Be- 
ing afraid the diſſatisfied would intrude upon your commu-— 
nion, you ſay, Our minds were greatly perplexed, I ſay; 
© not as if we looked upon thoſe diſſatisfied members as no 
| * real Chriſtians: we had nothing to do to judge their 
8 e. | yet xs, of wen 
ſtate or their hearts, but only to conſider what was our 
* real duty.“ Again, giving reaſons why; if :you bad been 


» 
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a only a private member, you would have abſented from the - 
| table as ſome of yonr friends did, you ſay; „My rei{50s © 
; Lare theſe : Not, as I ſaid before, to intimate ad if I here- 

t * by called in queſtion the ſtate of their ſouls before God, 
f Arho had ſhewn ſuch a diffatisfaQtion, but becauſe, c.“ 
8. Here you proceed to talk of the neceſſity of union in a view 
ir abſtracted from the centre of Chriſtian union, though it wes 
4 manifeſt that centre was the very ſource of the diſſatilft ction. 
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Again, you proceed thus; Here you muſt remember, that 
- *the difference between us profeſſedly relates to a point of 
the utmoſt conſequence. Now whether this difference be 
« real, or whether it be only in ward, as I would hope it 
is, yet ſtill it is apparently to ſuch a length, as to make 
the diſſatisfied perſons to be almoſt totally abſent from 
the preaching to the church, as unprofitable to them and 
< erroneous in their eſteem. Tis a difference—that ariſes 
from the very nature and ſubſtance of the doctrine 
* preached.** Did not you ſweat when you firſt ſaid or 
wrote this paragraph ?—But my. letter is fwelling ; I muſt 
be brief now. When your friends come to cleave to you, 
in ſeparation from the diſſatisfied, they ſay and ſubſcribe, 
« We cordially approve of and are edified by the doctrine 
of Chriſt, which he [Cour paſtor] has, more eſpecially of 
late, preached amongſt us.“ Thus your friends and foes 
are ranked as ſuch, not upon a direct reference to the Goſ- 
pel as exhibited by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but as exhibited 
through the medium of their paſtor's preaching; and the 
formal bond of union among your friends is the miniſtry or 
their paſtor. Now I can eaſily conceive how many of your 
people might take a fide with the Goſpel, as preached by 
their paſtor, who might yet diſlike. it much as preached by 
Paul :. and it does not appear from your Narrative, that 
you have been very jealous for the honour of Chriſt in dif- 
tinguiſhing upon this point; it would rather appear that it 
tequited glaring facts, in the way of oppoſition to yourſelf, 
to make you ſenſible of the oppoſition of men's hearts to 
the grace of Chriſt, and after all you appearJoath to ſpeak 
out what glaring facts muſt compel you to think. 
7. There is yet one thing that deſerves particular notice. 
You find. it neceſſary to obviate an apprehenſion of your be- 
ing till of late an unconverted perſon, This apprehenſion, it 
would ſeem was either ſuggeſted or expected from your op- 
ponents, and thought likely to weaken the minds of your 
friends. What a noble opportunity preſented itſelf here for 
you to oppoſe and trample upon the ſelf. righteous pride of 
eonverſton, which is of ſo extenſive influence among pro- 
feſſors ! Or, had you yet to learn that a ſelf-applauding pre- 

ſumption of. converſion, was a leading characteriſtic of a 
moderu Phariſee? Or, could you be ignorant, that NE | 
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people were; in general, tainted with that phariſaical Teaven ? 


And would not a hearty lover of the truth be aſhamed, ſo 
much as to lay any claim to converſion among people tainted 


with that leaven? Would he not choſe rather to take his 


rank with publicans and harlots, or, like Paul, with the 
chief of ſinners, and glory only in the ſaving truth, as it 
ſpeaks: peace to them that are afar off, and accordingly” 
pour contempt on all the conceited notions of converſion 
prevalent _—_ profeſſors? Acting thus, he would bear 
a-ſtrong impreſſion upon my mind, that, whatever he was 
before, he was converted now. I ſay again, what a noble 
opportunity had you of ſhewing with Paul, that what- 
things were gain to you, you counted loſs for Chriſt ? But 


you was loath to riſque. the credit of your converſion, and 


therefore you would give your own opinion in its favour. 
But how do you ſupport its credit? Why, you refer to 


an old illumination about the freedom of grace, when you 
was in the near views of death. Is it thus, think you, that 
the credit of our converſion is to be ſupported, either in 
our own minds or to the conviction of others? But I for- 
bear to urge this point any further. Xx rg 

8. I might yet proceed to ſay many things to the ſame 
iſſue with the foregoing remarks, and which friendſhip 
would dictate, but know not when I fhould have done, if 
I ſhould ſtay to illuſtrate them all; Had I not thought 
you had got ſome taſte of the difference between the things 
of God and thoſe of men, I would have thought it triffing 


to have ſaid half ſo much as I have done. Perhaps you may 


think, it was not at once but by degrees that the churches 
with us attained to their preſent views of the chriſtian faith 
and order, therefore we ought to remark an your conduct 


with greater lenity than we do. But it 13 proper for you 


to know, that what progreſs they have made has been at- 


| tended with much conviction of worldly-mindedneſs and 
| hypocriſy in thoſe who have continued, and with the loſs. 


of many friends who had remained in reſpe& with us, if 
God's word had not interpoſed, I am not ſenſible of uſing 


you otherwiſe than according to the uſage that has taken 
place all along among ourſelves. —Now, after all, I am far 
onnected with your 
pPreſent friends, either as to the chriſtian faith or order. | 


from thinking that you are yet happily 


Have 
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Have your pretenders to learning and wiſdom yet ſeen the 
beauty of that text, I will deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, 

and bring to nothing the underſtanding of the prudent ?”” 
Or your rich men ſeen the beauty of that, Let the rich 
brother) rejoice in that he is made low; becauſe as the 

4 flower of the graſs he ſhall paſs away ?** I would think it 

needleſs to be particular with you about the chriſtian order, 

unleſs -I ſaw you connected with friends diſpoſed to hear 
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So much from him who would have great pleaſure in be- 
ing able, with full freedom and confidence, to ſubſeribe 
himſelf your affectionate friend for the truth's ſake, 


ROBERT SANDEMAN. 
Edinburgh, Sept. 27, 1760. pon 
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Samuel Pike 7 Robert Sandeman. 


Dear Sir, WII 


1 Think it my duty to thank you for the cordial friend- 

L ſhip and faithfulneſs which run through your letter to 

me, dated September 9th. _ 25 Fond 

I read it likewiſe before the brethren of our church, who 
all took it in good part, although we could not but be con- 
ſcious, that you were miſtaken in ſome of your leading im- 
egen and general notions, by reaſon of your diſtance 

from us. I might here ſet about to ſpecify the particulars 
diſtinctly, wherein you have miſunderſtood the ſtrain and 
tendency of our conduct: but you will eaſily ſee them by 
what follows, wherein I ſhall lay open ſome things which it 
ſeems you are not ſufficiently aware of. Curioſity led me 
above two years ago to borrow your Letters on Theron of 
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a ſriend ho had read them; by following whoſe advice it 
ſo fell out, that I read over the firſt letter laſt ; when, after 
I had read all the reſt, my attention was particularly ſtruck 
by what I found; p..11, 12. whereupon J reaſoned thus. 
I am firmly perſuaded that Chriſt has done and finiſhed all 


that the moſt diſquieted conſcience can require in order to 


peace with God: but, in order to remove the uneaſineſs of 
a a guilty conſcience, is there no occaſion for any other queſ- 
tion to be aſked than this, Whether it be true or no? Does 
it follow that if a perſon finds this to be true, he is happy? 
I have been long perſuaded of this and preached it accord- 
_ ingly, and yet I am far from being eaſy or happy as to my 

ſtate God-· ward: Surely I muſt know ſomething more than 
this to quiet my conſcience ;- I muſt know my. own. parti- 
cular. intereſt, which muſt be proved by ſuitable and ſuſfi- 
cient. evidence, e'er conſcience can be pacified or ſolid peace 


enjoyed by the blood and work of Chriſt, . The following 


words in that paragraph then accoſted my mind, wherein 
you fay If we light the comfort ariſing from the bare per- 
« ſuaſion of this, it muſt be owing at bottom to our lighting. 


t this bare truth, to our ſlighting the bare work of Chriſt, 


« and our conſidering it as too narrow a foundation whereon, 
© to reſt the whole weight of our acceptance with God:“ 
What, thought I, can any ſolid comfort ariſe to the mind, 


from this mere truth? if ſo, then I have been ſlighting it 


all along; whereupon I preſently found, that I had been 
conſidering the mere work of Chriſt, as ſtanding forth 
in the Goſpel, as too narrow a foundation for hope and 
peace God-ward. This thought was directly proved and. 
confirmed to my mind by many texts of ſcripture; as that 
in particular, Iſaiab xxviii. 16. Behold I lay in Zion a, 
e {ure. foundation, and he that believeth thereon ſhall not 
© make haſte.” This at once convinced, ſhamed, and re- 
joiced me, I then immediately ſet forward, preaching with 
pleaſure the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt's work as it ſtands open 
and free in the word to give peace God- ward. Being much 
enliyened and encouraged in my ſoul, by this bleſſed teſti- 
mony, I proceeded in proclaiming the unſcarchable riches. 
of Chriſt ; not doubting in my mind, but theſe glad tidings 
would be peculiarly acceptable and delightful to others as. 
to myſelf; and having a very favourable opinion of all my 
FOE + % J 


4 


* 


— * r 


, 
| 


F . 
people, I thought the preaching in this ſtrain would prove 
exceedingly delightful and uſeful amongſt them, and be the 
happy means, in the hands of the Spirit, for removing thoſe 
complaints, doubts, and ſcruples, that I knew were in the 
minds of many, as before in my own. It anſwered my ex- 
peRation to a great degree for a conſiderable time; which 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed that good opinion I had enter- 
. tained concerning my people. Not doubting but they all 
had the root of the matter, I was chiefly ſollicitous and de- 
ſirous to be inſtrumental in diſpelling thoſe clouds, which 
had in a meaſure interpoſed between their minds and the 
glorious light of the Goſpel ; and by a continual preſenta- 
tion of the proper freedom of grace, I was in hopes of being 
more and more a' helper of their joy. Accordingly, when 
any objections began to be occaſionally ſtarted, I confidered 
m as mere miſtakes and miſapprehenſions of my meaning; 
being averſe to the laſt degree from thinking otherwiſe con- 
cerning any of them, than that they knew the true grace 
of God. Knowing and finding that this free Goſpel was 
_ the only hope for a finner, and the only hope of a believer, 
I could not bear to think that any of them were really def- 
titute of this true hope, or were building upon any falſe 
bottom. This perſuaſion in their favour I was determined 
'to maintain as long as I could ; which induced me to pro- 
ceed in the way I have done, not a tenderneſs for my own 
reputetion, nor want of confidence about the truth, I. 
now ſaw that, according to ſcripture, an oppoſition here- 
ta was an evident token of perdition ; and accordingly de- 
clared, in the moſt confident and peremptory manner, that 
this was the-only true ſolid hope, and that every other was 
deluſive and dangerous; but flill thought and hoped that 
as to particular perſons, their oppoſition to me and my {train 
of preaching, did not ariſe from any oppoſition to the truth, 
but from ſome miſtakes about my meaning. This likewiſe 
was what induced me to avoid all reflection and the air of 
controverſy in public, hoping and wiſhing to find, notwith- 
ſtanding all the objections raifed, that there might be a 
real agreement at bottom. F | 
* Proceeding thus, I found by degrees the greateſt part 
of your cenſures juſtified, i. e. I found them verified beyond 
my expectation, and to my great ſurprize, ſcarcely believe - 
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ing what I ſaw and heard, {till hoping the oppoſition might 
ariſe from ſome mutual miſtake. This animated me to be 
ſtill, if poſſible, more plain, full, and explicit, and to chuſe 
out ſuch phraſes as might moſt diſtinctly diſcover my real 
meaning. I. never, as | can recollect, aimed ta embelliſh 
the Goſpel; for, indeed, this I knew myſelf incapable of, 
"8 even in the carnal ſenſe of the word; but only to uſe ſuch 
language as my hearers may be ſuppoſed beſt to underſtand; 
many times adopting the uſual phraſes in order to ſhew in 
what ſenſe they may be ſafely underſtood, and in what ſen- 
ſes they conveyed. ideas contrary to the truth. Upon the 
whole, wherein ſoever it may appear that I was encumbered, 
retarded, or deterred in declaring the Goſpel, it aroſe not 
from a concern about the opinion others may form of me, 
but from the fayourable ſentiment I was {till defirous to en- 
tertain concerning them. This you may evidently perceive 
was the real caſe, by the ſtrain of thoſe ſentences in my two 
addreſſes to the church, which you have quoted and re- 
marked upon; and I am now perſuaded that the introduce. 
ing ſuch ſaving clauſes could anſwer no good end but rather 
a bad one. Had it been now to do over again, I ſhould 
have witheld any ſuch intimations and ſuppoſitions in their 
favour ; for I ſee they are rather detrimental to the cauſe 
of truth, as they ſerved to afford a pleaſure and ſupport to 
their minds from my favourable opinion of them; while I 
was for acknowledging them to be godly, even at the time 
they were oppoſing that Goſpel, which alone could. make 
them ſuch in the believing it, I now ſee that whatever 
their ſtate might be in the eye of God, which I have nothing 
to do with immediately, yet ſuch conceſſions tend only to 
conciliate their favour by gratifying their pride; whereas 
the true Goſpel teaches a perſon to derive hope and pleaſure 
not from the good opinion he may have of himſelf, or which 
others may have concerning him, but purely and dire&ly 
ou what he believes concerning Chriſt and the freeneſs of 
Ke Ww uw ESE 33 500 . 
By reaſon of the power and prevalency of that charitable 
opinion in my mind, you ſee that I was not at firſt ſuffici. 
ently inſtructed to at with that reſolution and upon that 
E which you ſuggeſt, though I now believe it would 
e been juſt and proper: 1 did not fee far enough into 
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the: nature and firength and extent of the ch that 
there' is in the hearts of men to this Goſpel; and therefore 
I now eſteem it a great mercy in providenee that I could 
not at firſt obtain an anſwer to the queſtion put to the 
Church; for the deciſion being poſtponed, tbe ferment con- 


tinued and increaſed from that time forward, ſo that a more 


earneſt attention was raiſed to the merits of che controverſy; 
and by the time the divifion was made, I have reaſon to 
think that the whole number with me perceived what they 
were about, and were made to prefer this view of the Gol- 
pel to every other, finding it to be the true grace of God 
| wherein we ſtand. O may the Lord enlighten us all more 
and more, that we may farther diſtinguiſh the thin gs that 
differ, and diſcover to us more of the ſinfulneſs, Per. and 
danger of that propenſity there is in us all to forſake the 
" -oy__ of living waters, &c. | 
| Had the hurry and diſcompoſure of ſpirit, which was 1n 

me at that extraordinary ſeaſon, been of the nature which 
you have deſcribed, I ſhould have ſeen no reaſon to repent 
of it: 4. e. had it conſiſted in expreſſing moſt freely and fer- 

vently a diſpleaſure againſt and a Sers de of ſuch a hor- 
rid profanation: 2 indeed, was I ſparing in this reſ- 
pect, in all converſation among ourſelves, or with them 
upon it. But alas! I was ſo overpowered as to loſe the 
command of my own err r and gs for a 
few minutes. IC 

Your. remarks upon my conduct Aden I delivered out 
- the free grace to the church are very proper and juſt in 
themſelves; and would have been ſtrictly applicable to me, 
had the deſign of that peice of conduct been to ſupport the 
credit of my own converſion in the ſight of others. My 

Principal aim was to expreſs the ſtrong ſenſe 1 had of the 
importance of this truth in a dying hour, and to be 

a means of ſtriking their minds with the ſame. When this 
reflection has been occaſionally caſt in my teeth, that my 
doctrine ſuppoſes I had never been converted till of late, 
my uſual anſwer has been, that my hope was not raiſed or 
ſupported by an anſwer to that queſtion, how long I had 
been converted, nor 14 any reflection I made upon paſt 
experiences; nor by any opinion I framed in er of my- 
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As to the two cloſe pertinent queſtions you put towards 


the concluſion of your letter, I ſhall only ſay, that we have 
ſo learned Chriſt as to anſwer them in the affirmative. _ 

You own Tat it was by degrees the churches among you 
have attained to their preſent view of the chriſtian faith 
and order; and I know no better way for us to improve in 
both, than the method you have taken. O may a ſpirit of 
true faithfulneſs and godly jealouſy prevail and increaſe a- 


mong us, that we may be made to ſee farther and farther: - 


into the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven. 


- 


the truth, and receive none amongſt us but ſuch as give evi- 
dent proof of their diſcerning the difference between this 
view of the Goſpel and every other ; and of their being of 
the truth in faith and practice. Our, term of communion 
then is the truth, the love of it, and an apparent readineſs to 
obey it. To expreſs and promote our mutual love for the 
truth's fake, we communicate in the Lord's ſupper almoſt 


every Lord's day. We propoſe to go on hand in hand 


ſearching the divine oracles, and converſing with each other 


upon its doctrines and practical oontents; and therefore 


our Church- meętings on the week - day, are ſpent in free 
converſation upon ſpiritual ſubjects, each brother being 


called upon and deſired to ſpeak his mind without reſerve: 


and you know we can proceed no farther nor faſter than 
evidence ariſes to our minds; hoping that the ſpirit of truth 
will lead us on ſtep by ſtep; being perſuaded that the truth 
we profeſs will make us readily comply with whatever we 
may find the Lord requires, (without regarding the tradi- 
tions of men or rudiments of the world) ſo far as it has an 
influence upon our minds by the ſpirit. oy 

with us; and as I dare not act to conciliate favour with 
thoſe who oppoſe the truth, ſo I do not write in this ſtrain 
to conciliate favour with you. At which I am certain you 
cannot be diſpleaſed, if you remember that nothing but a 
direct regard to the inſtructions and injunctions of the word, 


ought to be the rule and reaſon of our conduct. If you 


and we are not brought into union upon this footing, tis no 
great matter whether ever we are united or no: neither can 


there ever be any full . between us, unleſs by the 


force 


We are now joined together purely upon the footing of 


Thus I have given you a true copy of the ftate of things - 
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force of ſcripture evidence, we ſhould be brought to ſee the 
propriety of all the terms of communion fettled among you ; 
or you ſhonld be brought by the ſame evidence to give up 
the neceſ/uty of them. But till this come to paſs on the one 
ſide or the other, ſo that we can carry on fellowſhip upon 
equal terms, we can only regard you for the ſake of that 
molt precious important truth which we both hold; pray- 
ing, that if it were the will of the Lord, all thoſe who have 
one hope of divine calling, may be joined together in one 
body and in one ſpirit. Tis certainly very deſireable it 
ſhould be ſo; but I fee no proſpect of its ever coming to 
pats, but upon the footing of that leſſon tanght us, Rom. 
xiv. Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to 
« doubtful diſputations. I apprehend, that the love of 
the truth, wherever it prevails, will be of ſuch extenſive in- 
fluence, that 'twill either make them that believe to be ex- 
actly of the ſame mind; or elſe, as I may ſay, will froallow 
up every little occaſional difference that may ariſe in circum- 
ſtantiab affairs; and ſo no breach upon brotherly love will 
enſue on that account.— I cannot but be perſuaded (from 
the tenor and deſign of that chapter) that one genuine in- 
fluence of the truth, is to make us bear With one another 
in leſſer matters, rather than rend the body of Chriſt into 
ſeveral divifions, by an over attachment to a ſtrict unifor- 
mity. If perſons appearing to have a conciencious regard 
to the laws of Chriſt, ſhall fall into ſome different ſentiments 
about the meaning of particular texts of ſcripture, not thro 
any diſregard to Chriſt's authority, or a regard to the tra- 
ditions of men, but merely becauſe they conceive the words 
of ſcripture in different ſenſes, about points that do not in 
fe leaſt affect the foundation of hope; I ſee no reaſon why 
theſe may not love as brethren and appear to be one body 
31 Chriſt, 3 | | 
Ik then either fide ſhould lay ſuch an important ftreſs 
upon a circumſtantial, as to break the union of the church, 
or refuſe admitting any to communion merely on that ac- 
count, theſe diſcover a want of brotherly love; and ſhew 
that their hearts are ſo attached to leſſer matters, as to diſ- 
cover that they have, in ſome degree, loſt ſight of the glory 
ond importance of the ſaving truth, even that truth which 
i the bond of union; and which, if properly regarded; 
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would make every little difference to diſappear, in compa- 
riſon of the glory and value of that wherein is contained the 
ground of hope and centre of love. Wiſhing you all grace 


and peace from Jeſus Chriſt, I reſt | 


Tours, for the truths fake, - 
125% 20 SAMUEL PIKE. 


P. S. Notwithſtandin g what is above urged upon the point 


of Forbearance, I ſnould be glad to know what you have 


to offer ug” ure, in favour of ſuch - particulars 
wherein we differ from you in regard to goſpel-order and 
practice. Se 8 5 


Poſtſcript of a Letter 


From Robert Sandeman to a Friend. 


N Akk my complements to Mr. Pike for his courte- 


ous letter of November 25, aud let him know, that, 
by what I learn from his letters and otherwiſe, he appears 
too much of a religious politician for me: ſo that it feems 
needleſs to me to weary myſelf in writing or him in.reading, 
reaſonings at length on the mind of the ſcripture; at leaſt 
till T have better reaſon to think that the e is his 
only rule, excluſive of other prudential conſiderations. 
Mr. Pike writes me, © I ſhould be glad to know what 
you have to offer from ſcripture in favour of ſuch paiticy- 


_ © lars wherein we differ from you in regard to goſpel-order 


e and practice. For anſwer; I cannot well do this unleſs 


be ſhall be pleaſed to tell me the particulars wherein he dif- 


fers from. us and the reaſons of his difference. And in the 


fluſt place he might tell me, where he reads in the New- 


Teſtament of a Wa preſbytery, or having only 
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| one elder. As to his reference to Rom. chap. 14, on the 
point of forbearance, I think it might be of ſervice to him, 


to conſider what Mr. Glas has wrote on that chapter againſt 
Whitfield's catholic charity. It is evident, that in -every 
Chriſtian church much forbearance muſt be uſed; yet it is 


no leſs evident, that a Church member may diſcover ſuch a 


_ diſpoſition in his reaſonings againſt the leaſt of Chriſt's 


words, as may ſhew him unworthy of communion. 


' +, ROBERT SANDEMAN. 
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Dear Friends, M? TT 2 Dec. 22. 1765. 
: 3 may eaſily conce ive, that there muſt have been a 


great variety of thoughts working in my mind, pre- 


vious to my appearing before you on this occaſion. Indeed 
I have been both drawn and driven hither, for I have, for 
years paſt, been perpetually attentive: to your profeſſion, 
diſcipline, and practice; and now, at length, can truly ſay, 
that I cordially agree with you, (fo far as I know) both in 
the faith and in the obedience of the Goſpel, which induces | 
me to offer and deſire fellowſhip with you 


My 


3 ( 125 ) . 
My faith is briefly. this. The righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment of Chriſt, as God-man, is the only immediate and per- 
petual ground of a ſinner's hope, in the preſence of God. 
he ſufficiency of his ſacrifice to atone for fin, appears in 
the infinite dignity of Eis perſon ; and the evidence of its 
being a is, his reſurrection from the dead. This 
atonement, as related or held forth in the Goſpel- teſtimony, 
is the only ground of a ſinner's hope, to the excluſion of 
all duties, frames, feelings, endeavours, and experiences, as 
in competition or connection with it; yea, theſe things muſt 
not ſo much as enter into the thought, to be any part of 
our ſupport or encouragement in the preſence of God, for 
this would be an abomination to him. This faith is a doc- 
trine according to godlineſs, and this grace of God in 
Chriſt proclaimed in the Goſpel, which bringeth ſalvation 
to our ears, and which, when accompanied with the agency 
of the bleſſed Spirit, brings it to the heart, teaches us to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent worlc. 
But, beſides the duties of ſobriety and morality, our 
Lord has required ſeveral other things to be obſerved by his 
diſciples. As to theſe peculiar obſervances, I do now pro- 
fels my agreement with you in general, and I might deſ- 
cend to all the various particulars thereof: for inſtance, Sa- 
luting each other with a kiſs of charity, I look upon to be 
a duty as expreſsly required in the New-Teſtament, and as 
frequently exhorted to, as perhaps any one ſingle precept 
in the whole Scripture. I look upon the eating of blood 
to be a fin, becauſe it is ſolemnly forbidden in the edi, 
Ad. xv. 20. which edi& is declared Rev. ii. 24, 25, to be 
of perpetual obligation upon the diſciples of Chriſt unto his 
ſecond coming. Weekly communion in the Lord's ſupper, 
and the feaſt of charity, ought to be obſerved, as what was 
doubtleſs the practice of the apoſtolic churches. Thus I. 
might proceed upon the other articles, but muſt at leaſt men- 
tion one more: I have been for a conſiderable time con- 
vinced, that there ought to be a plurality of Elders in a 
Goſpel-church; in which reſpect, I muſt confeſs with ſhame, 
that I have been negligent, and trifled with my own con- 
ence. ; | 
But that in your profeſſion, which has been all along the 
* . M 3 N N greateſt. 


9 greateſt difficulty to me, and the Tee 
in my way, has been the doctrine of unanimity and non- for. 
bearance. I all along indeed ſaw, that an uninimity in 
doctrine and duty, was very deſirable in Goſpel-fellowſhip, 
that it was in ſome reſpects commanded and promiſed, and 
Prayed for by our Lord. But could not believe, that it 
was actually among you, or indeed really practicable; and, 
accordingly, looked upon the profeſſion of it to be hypo- 
critical, and the exacting of it to be inſlaving to the con- 
ſcience. This miſtake has ſo operated upon me, as to in- 
duce me to act the part of an enemy towards you, for which 
am now greatly aſhamed. For I now plainly ſee, that 
a real union, not only in the ground of hope, and the doc- 
trines annexed to it, but likewiſe in. every article of preſent 
fin and obedience, is both practicable and neceſſary. 
TI am now perſuaded that it is practicable, and I hope 
that it does actually exiſt among yon; practicable I ſay, but 
not upon any other plan, than that of our being led to take 
the Scripture, both in doctrine and obedience, fimply as it 
lies, in ſuch a literal ſenſe as we-muſt-apprehend a perſon 
of ordinary capacity, or common ſenſe, would underftand it. 
The very admiſſion. of reaſonings about what is plain in the 
Word of God, tends to obſcure or. ſet aſide the obvious 
meaning, and is the true occaſion of running into various 
dixiſions.— As to forbearance in Church-fellowſhip, I con- 
ceixe that we may and ought to forbear with each other in 
regard to our different natural tempers and capacities, and 
the like, but cannot now ſee. how it can be lawfully ex- 
tended to a forbearance, with the commiſſion of what Chriſt 


-- forbids, or the omiſſion of what he requires, as this would 


be ſuffering fin upon a brother. This doc̃trine of unani- 
mity and non-forbearance, has come with great weight up- 
on my mind, time after time: And even, while IL profeſſed 
and practiſed the finful-forbearance, my own conſcience 
would often reprove me by ſome of the moſt plain and ſimple 
reaſonings imaginable, ſuch as theſe ; If Chriſt forbids any 
thing, muſt we not think he would have it avoided ? If he 
requires any thing, muſt we not ſuppoſe he would have it 
punctually performed ? Have we any power or right to diſ- 
.peaſe with any of the rules or laws of Chriſt's kingdom ; or 
can we ſuppoſe 


. as 
1 * 
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that he ſhould require any fuch forbearance, - < 
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is ſhould: render his own requirememts and exhortations in- 


valid or indifferent ? f 5 | 
But theſe plain dictates of conſcience, I have often ſtifled 
and rebelled againſt, influenced thereto by the fear of man, 


and the love of the world; being ſenſible, that the acting a- 


greeable to them would be attended with many inconveni- 
encies in my connections. For theſe things I do now 


heartily condemn myſelf as a great ſinner, in the preſence 
of God, and look upon them as the greateſt of ſins; being 


now convinced, that the uſual doctrine and practice of for- 


bearance is both Antinomian and Antichriſtian, ſince we are 
aſſured, that Chriſt will come in flaming fire, taking ven- 


geance on them that know not God and obey · not the Goſ- 

el: I rather therefore chuſe to call the doctrine of non- 
323 the doctrine of conſcientiouſneſs in obedience, 
and the fear of God. Several things have of late conſpired 
to drive me from holding and cheriſhing this falſe doctrine 
of forbearance, particularly my finding there was no ſuch 
thing as ſettling the limits of it, or drawing the line of par- 
tition between what may, and what may not be forborne 
in Chriſtian- fellowſhip, ſo as for any number of perſons to 
be agreed about thoſe limits; and eſpecially of late, when 


I found that thoſe with whom 1 have been connected, did 


both argue and act upon the principle of non- forbearance 
themſelves, with regard to the kiſs of charity. This laſt 
circumſtance, in conflection with former miſgiving doubts, 
and ſelf- accuſing thoughts ariſing- in the mind, did, as 1 
may ſay, clinch the mil, and made me ſce, that I had been 
all along acting from worldly Telfiſh principles, in main- 
taining this falſe” forbearance, inſtead of acting from 


the fear of God. Thus have I been for gaining quiet to 
my conſcience from this doctrine of falſe-forbearance, rather 

than from the atoning blood of Chrift ; which, while it diſ- 
4 plays the infinite love - of God towards ſinners, does at the 


ame time diſcover his infinite hatred of ſin. No ſooner was 
I releaſed from theſe entanglements, but I found myſelf as 
one emerged from the mire ; and hag to recolle& paſt cir- 
cumſtances, and to reflect upon myſelf for going on in ſuch 
a falfe way. The conviction of this now ftrikes ſo cloſe up- 
on my conſcience, that I have nothing to ſay, but, God be 


a finner, and the only hope I have, is the 
| 5 D N 8 


2 (as) 
aſſurance that there is free forgiveneſs with God, through 
the complete atonement of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and I 
truſt there is forgiveneſs with this church of the living God, 
and hope you will forgive me though I have ſpoken and 
done ſo many things againſt you, for which Fn now 
aſhamed. | 1 | 
What I have had acceſs to obſerve among you within this 
fortnight, has given me an idea of ſuch faithfulneſs and 
zeal for the honour of God, in connection with Chriftian 
tenderneſs, as has convinced me that God is among you of 
a truth; wherefore I deſire fellowſhip with you, and am 
. chearfully willing to be ranked with the meaneſt brother of 
the Church. / Bag” 


SAMUEL PIKE. 
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